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 ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה was born to the זַצַ״ל Henkin ר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהוּ
 in Klimovichi, Russia. He learned ,ר׳ אֶלִיעֶזֶר קְלוֹנִימוּס
under his father for five years. In 1896, he became a 

 סְמִיכָה At 20, he received .זַצַ״ל Meltzer ר׳ אִיסר זַלְמַן of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק
from ר׳ אִיסר זַלְמַן, the ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר זַצַ״ל  ,רִידְבַ״ז  and   ר׳ יְחִיאֵל מִיכל
פְרײֵדָא רִבְקָה בַת ר׳  In 1901, he married .(בַעַל עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁלְחָן) עֶפְשׁטײַן זַצַ״ל
 in many cities, he רָב of Kritschev. A רָב the ,יְהוּדָה לײֵב קרײֵנדל
escaped to the US in 1923, becoming רָב on the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. He lived and breathed (צְדָקָה לְעֲנִיֵי אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל) עֶזְרַת תוֹרָה 
for 48 years and published the famous  ַהֲלָכוֹת וּמִנְהָגִים ) עֶזְרַת תוֹרָה לוּח
 of פוֹסֵק He was the beloved .(סֵפֶר עֵדוּת לְיִשְרָאֵל based on his לְמַעֲשֶה
New York and his גְאוֹנִיּוּת is found in his many סְפָרִים.  

  מנחם אב י״ג
5641 – 5733 
1881 – 1973 

Anyone who was זוֹכֶה to know ּר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהו 
Henkin זַצַ״ל, talks about his צְדָקוֹת and his 
 with the same awe as they talk about חֶסֶד
his amazing גְאוֹנִיּוּת and כֹּחַ הַפְסַק. R' 
Yaakov Kaminetsky זַצַ״ל, who was so 
careful with his every word, said at his 
 all my years I thought he would …“ ,לְוָיָה
lead our generation to greet  ַמָשִיח… Now 
who will lead us?” A friend was מֵעִיד how 
every midnight he would see R' Henkin sit on 
the floor to say תִקּוּן חֲצוֹת, crying for the צָרוֹת of his 
people, the גָלוּת הַשְכִינָה and asking for  ַמָשִיח! 
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ה       יל מֹשֶׁ ר …  אָז יַבְדִּ צֶׁ ת בֶׁ ים…) לָרְאוּבֵנִי… אֶׁ מג(-ד:מא דְבָרִּ  
 Then Moshe set aside … Betzer … of Reuven … 
 Shortly before his death, ה עָרֵי  designated three of the six מֹשֶׁ
קְלָט  cities of refuge, where a Jew who had killed someone ,מִּ
accidentally could flee from the pursuit of the victims close relatives. 
The remaining three cities were later set aside by  ַע שְרָאֵל in יְהוֹשֻׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  אֶׁ
proper on the western bank of the יַרְדֵן. The three cities that  ַע  יְהוֹשֻׁ
designated are listed in a north-to-south order (עַ כ:ז  while the ,(יְהוֹשֻׁ
three cities that ה  designated are listed from south to north, with מֹשֶׁ
ר צֶׁ  merit to have רְאוּבֵן listed first. Why did ,רְאוּבֵן in the territory of ,בֶׁ
his city mentioned first? 
 The (מַכּוֹת י.) גְמָרָא explains: רְאוּבֵן was the first person to 
attempt to rescue יוֹסֵף, as it says, יָדָם לֵהוּ מִּ שְמַע רְאוּבֵן וַיַצִּ  רְאוּבֵן — וַיִּ
heard, and he rescued him from their hand (ית ל״ז:כ״א  With his .(בְרֵאשִּ
dreams and bad reports about their conduct to their father יַעֲקֹב, the 
brothers considered יוֹסֵף a רוֹדֵף, pursuer. They were convinced that 
the death sentence against יוֹסֵף was halachically justified. When the 
brothers plotted against יוֹסֵף and wanted to kill him, רְאוּבֵן attempted 
to rescue him by suggesting that יוֹסֵף be thrown into a pit instead. His 
intention was to come back later to rescue יוֹסֵף and return him safely 
to his father. For doing so, he was rewarded by having the city of 
refuge in his territory, ר צֶׁ  .mentioned first ,בֶׁ
 This leaves us with a perplexing question: What motivated 

 ?יוֹסֵף to risk provoking the wrath of his brothers by trying to save רְאוּבֵן
The דְרָש ית רַבָה פ״ד:ט״ו) מִּ  יוֹסֵף ,said, “In his dreams רְאוּבֵן :tells us (בְרֵאשִּ
counted me among his brothers … I thought that because of my sin in 
the incident of לְהָה ית ל״ה:כ״ב) בִּ כְּלַל  I would be excluded from ,(בְרֵאשִּ
שְרָאֵל  was רְאוּבֵן ,Should I not rescue him?” In the merit of this rescue .יִּ
rewarded with the privilege of having the first of the six קְלָט  עָרֵי מִּ
established in his territory. 
 This דְרָש  contains an important insight. Two people can מִּ
hear the identical words and can react in completely opposite ways. 
 s dream of a sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him’יוֹסֵף
infuriated his brothers, who cried out, “ ם מָשוֹל …  מְלֹךְ עָלֵינוּ אִּ הֲמָלֹךְ תִּ

מְשֹל בָנוּ  …תִּ  — Will you then reign over us? Will you then dominate 
us?” (ibid. ל״ז:ח). The same dream filled רְאוּבֵן’s heart with joy and 
calmed his fears that he and his descendants would be banished 
forever from שְרָאֵל  Instead of being angered, he felt honored and .כְּלַל יִּ
relieved that he was counted as one of the eleven stars.  
 A person’s remarks may often be interpreted in more than 
one way. Countless friendships have been damaged or destroyed due 
to misunderstood remarks. A Jew must train himself to focus carefully 
on the good in what he hears by following the sound advice of חֲזַ״ל: 
ת כָּל הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת הֱוֵי דָן אֶׁ  and [a person] should judge everyone — וֶׁ
favorably (רְקֵי אָבוֹת א:ו  .(פִּ
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI R’ Pam lovingly recalled the kavod R’ 
Dovid Leibovitz showed his talmidim, even 

a 15-year-old new talmid entering his bais 
medrash shiur in Torah Vodaath...

*The Yiddish word ihr meaning ‘you’ is 
used when showing respect (talking in 
3rd person). ‘Du,’ meaning “you” (in 1st 

person), is more appropriate for a talmid.
*R’ Abba Zalka Gewirtz, zt”l, a well-

known talmid muvhak of R’ Dovid.

Even though the train trip would take from 
Wednesday to Friday morning, R’ Dovid 

purchased the cheapest tickets. They had a 
seat in a compartment without any sleeping 

accommodations. After a grueling trip...

At the wealthy man’s home they were 
greeted with very little enthusiasm.

In the early years of R’ Dovid’s 
new Yeshivah Chofetz Chaim...

R’ Dovid respected everyone. He not 
only molded his talmidim to be talmidei 

chachamim but also taught them how to live 
every moment with true K’vod Shamayim.

Nu! Avrohom...
vos zogt 

ihr...?

My dear R’ Abba Zalka*, I 
have no funds even pay for the 
fuel to heat the bais medrash, 

so I made some appointments in 
Miami, Florida.

Rebbi, Miami? 
How should I 

arrange the train 
tickets?

Mayne tayere - I 
purchased them 

already.

My first 
appointment is within 

the hour; let’s go 
directly there.

I just arrived 
from New York. I came 
to give you a share in 

the very precious Torah 
of our Bachurim. Really? Well, I 

don’t have patience 
for these stories... I 
don’t have any more 

time... next!
Thank you 
so much!

Wow! Rebbe used 
“Ihr”* when talking 

to even me!

Hashem has great love [and 
reward] for those who endure 

“shame for His glory!” This man’s 
actions gave us the opportunity to be 

Yechezkel ben Buzi people!

Rebbi, why did you 
thank him? Where is 
his kvod haTorah?

What a great zechus 
we have! Let me explain... 

the navi Yechezkel ben Buzi’s 
family got their name from 
the word buz, shame. They 

were willing to suffer shame 
for the glory of Hashem 

and His Torah.

Chaim Dovid Leibowitz זַצַ״ל was born in Dzyatlava, Belarus, to הֵן זַצַ״ל  As a .מִרְיָם and ר׳ אַרְיֵה זְאֵב הַכֹּ
teenager, he studied in the Radin יְשִיבָה, where he had 12 hours daily private study sessions with his 
great-uncle, ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל מֵאִיר הַכֹּהֵן זַצַ״ל (the חָפֵץ חַיִים), and helped write the last volume of the מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה. 
He also learned there under R' Naftoli Trop זַצַ״ל. In 1908, he transferred to the Slabodka יְשִיבָה, where 
he learned under the Alter, R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel זַצַ״ל. His contemporaries included ר׳ אַהֲרֹּן Kotler,  ר׳
 .(ר׳ חַנוֹךְ העֶנִיךְ daughter of) Sharshevsky רִבְקָה לֵאָה Hutner. In 1915, he married ר׳ יִצְחָק Kaminetsky, and יַעֲקֹּב
Shortly after his marriage, he succeeded his father-in-law as רָב of Šalčininkai. Six years later, he 
returned to Slabodka as a founding member of its כוֹלֵל. In 1926, he came to the USA as a fund-raiser 
for the כוֹלֵל and was invited to become the first ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  His students included .מְתִיבְתָא תוֹרָה וְדַעַת of ר
 in Queens. There he יְשִיבַת חָפֵץ חַיִים In 1933, he founded .ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹּב הַכֹּהֵן פּאַם זַצַ״ל and ר׳ גְדַלְיָהוּ הַלֵוִי שאָרר

transplanted to the USA his unique style of תַלְמוּד study as well as the Slabodka school of מוּסָר. 
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פרשה: ואתחנן -שבת נחמו     הפטרה: נחמו נחמו עמי... )ישעיהו מ:א-כו(

דף יומי: חולין פ״ו     אבות: ג'

מצות עשה: 8     מצות לא תעשה: 4     שבועות לראש השנה: 7



  

Thank you to all the readers that have taken the time to submit some 
common mistakes in reading that will be a surprise to most of us. Please 
continue to fax (7185069633)/email (thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com) 
any reading errors you would like to share. For example, please read the 
following (readers submissions) and then look at the explanation below: 
1) In ל ת… :we say ,הַלֵּ אֵּ ינוּ. נִפְלאתהִיא  …הָיְתָה…מֵּ ינֵּ בְעֵּ  (repetition, but 

הָרָזֲח  is important) 
2) In (עֲרְבִית/מַעֲרִיב) אַהֲבַת עוֹלָם we say: י ]תַלְמוּד[ תּוֹרָ … … ךָ  תוְנִשְמַח בְדִבְרֵּ  
3) We say [3 times daily] in the עֲמִידָה (and elsewhere):  … ַנוּ ל למְח…  
 

1) Correct: נִפְלָאת meaning wondrous; incorrect: נִפְלָאות  = [many] wonders. 2) Correct: 
מְחַ  :Correct (3 .ת under the שְוָא with a תּוֹרָתְךָ :incorrect ;ת under the סֶגוֹל with a תּוֹרָתֶךָ לָָ ל  נוּ
meaning forgive us; incorrect: ּמְחַלָנו = our forgiveness(?). We must be careful not to 
swallow the ל. 
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1. What was the special ה אֵל found in הקב״ה that מִדָּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  that בְּ
made Him choose us? 

2. Why does הקב״ה promise reward for 2,000 generations by the 
רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׂ רוֹ in עֲשֶׂ שַת יִתְּ רָּ  but only 1,000 generations in this ,פָּ
week’s ה שָּ  ?פַרְּ

ָּאֵל noticed how ד׳ .1 ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  ד׳ are careful not to feel big [and act differently] after ב
bestows kindness to them. ד׳ therefore chose to make ָּאֵל ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  his special ב
nation (ְּכֶׂם  .(7:7 — ד״ה לאֹ מֵרֻב

2. The reward for עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ out of love—ְּאֹהֲבַי ָּפִים ל עַבוֹדַת  is greater than—(5:10) לַאֲל
ֶׂלֶׂף — due to fear ד׳ ְּא ָּו ל ְּוֹת ְּרֵי מִצ ְּשֹמ ֶׂף דוֹר) וּל ֶׂל  .(7:9 — ד״ה לְּא
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

שוֹ   קַדְּ ת  לְּ מוֹר  אֶת  יוֹם  הַשַבָׁ רִים ה:יב(… שָׁ בָׁ )דְּ  
 Safeguard the ת  … day to sanctify it שַבָׁ

רֵנִי מְּ ת קֵל יִשְּ ה שַבָׁ רָׁ מְּ …כִי אֶשְּ  
 If I safeguard the ת מִירוֹת) …will safeguard me ד׳ ,שַבָׁ ת זְּ  .(שַבָׁ
זִי I have a  beautiful present in“ מֹשֶה said to ד׳  נָׁ  my ,בֵית גְּ
treasure house, named ת אֵל and I wish to give it to שַבָׁ רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  'R ”!כְּ
Gedalya Schorr זַצַ״ל explains that this does not mean that ד׳ took ת  שַבָׁ
out of His ה נִיזָׁ ת but rather on ,בֵית גְּ  He lift us up high and bring us שַבָׁ
inside His ה נִיזָׁ ה טז.) בֵית גְּ   .(בֵיצָׁ
 All week long we say,  ְרוּך עַד… בָׁ אֵל לָׁ רָׁ שוֹמֵר עַמּוֹ יִשְּ  — … who 
watches His nation Israel forever. On Friday night we substitute,  ְרוּך בָׁ

לַיִם…  רוּשָׁ עַל יְּ אֵל וְּ רָׁ ל עַמּוֹ יִשְּ עַל כָׁ לֵינוּ וְּ לוֹם עָׁ הַפּוֹרֵש סֻכַת שָׁ  — … who 
spreads the shelter of peace upon us, on all of His people Israel and on 
לַיִם רוּשָׁ ת because on ,… יְּ  in such a way that we ד׳ we get close to שַבָׁ
do not need to ask for protection. We are so close that we are 
automatically being protected. It would be wrong for a person in the 
king’s palace to ask him for personal protection. On ת  we do not שַבָׁ
have to ask for protection. We are in His treasure house. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When World War II ended, R' Moshe Neuschloss זַצַ״ל 
overcame his personal losses as he tried to help other survivors 
rebuild their lives upon the ashes of destruction. R' Neuschloss 
returned to the Slovakian town of Serdihely and started a ה שִיבָׁ  for יְּ
teenage חוּרִים  who had been orphaned during the war. He put his בָׁ
vast knowledge of ה כָׁ ת to use in guiding survivors in matters of הֲלָׁ  שַבָׁ
observance, family life, the building of אוֹת וָׁ  and other crucial מִקְּ
areas. 
 Two years after the end of the war, with the Communist 
presence in Serdihely becoming ever more pronounced, R' 
Neuschloss decided to emigrate, along with his ה שִיבָׁ  to America. He ,יְּ
arranged for his students to make the journey by boat. However, this 
means of travel was not available to R' Neuschloss himself, for his 
wife was with child and therefore could not undertake the long sea 
journey. The two therefore made reservations on a flight departing 
from Prague to New York. 

 The plane took off on schedule, but some problems 
developed in mid-flight, forcing the pilot to make an emergency 
landing in Ireland. When the problems were corrected and the plane 
was ready for the next leg of the journey, the passengers were 
informed that the flight was due to arrive in New York on Saturday. 
 R' Neuschloss, who was known throughout his life for his 
great piety and awe of Heaven, informed the airline personnel that 
he was a Sabbath observer and would not embark on such a journey. 
 Air travel in those days was not what it is today. 
Reservations had to be booked well in advance. R' Neuschloss was 
informed that if he and his wife did not board that flight, then there 
was no telling how long it might be before they could make 
reservations on another one. R' Neuschloss was undaunted by this 
warning. He and his wife would not be on that flight. 
 The frustrated airline personnel booked a room in a hotel 
for the couple and provided them with ample food for the weekend. 
Rabbi and Mrs. Neuschloss returned all the non-kosher food and kept 
only the fruit. The language barrier made it difficult for them to 
explain why they would not eat the food. The airline personnel 
misinterpreted their strange behavior as some sort of hunger strike 
to protest what they considered to be mistreatment. Concerned that 
these war survivors should not create a scene, the airline 
management contacted the American consulate. It was decided that 
the couple would be sent to New York on the next available flight. 
And so, on ת אֵי שַבָׁ  R' and Mrs. Neuschloss were happily surprised ,מוֹצָׁ
when informed that they would be leaving for New York that very 
night. 
 The flight was uneventful. Upon their arrival in New York, R' 
and Mrs. Neuschloss contacted their hosts by phone. When R' 
Neuschloss  identified himself, his host was incredulous. It was then 
that the Neuschlosses learned the shocking news: the plane which 
had departed before ת  had crashed into the sea, leaving no שַבָׁ
survivors. The Neuschlosses had erroneously been listed among the 
passengers on board that flight. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Saved by the Shabbos

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אָב ט״וּ בְּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• On אָב יוֹם  the Fifteenth of Av, we observe a partial ,ט״וּ בְּ
חֲנוּן we do not say ;טוֹב לָה and חָתָן a ,תַּ  do not fast on כַּ
their wedding day, and we should not make דִים פֵּ  .הֶסְּ

• One reason ״ל  is to celebrate the fact יו״ט declared this חֲזַּ
that night-time starts getting longer, giving us extra 
opportunity to learn תוֹרָה.  

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Henkin ר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהוּ 
״ל צַּ  carried on his shoulders the ,זַּ
plight of, literally, tens of 
thousands of תוֹרָה dedicated 
families throughout the world. 
Their daily well-being was his 
constant personal concern. Yet, 
he never revealed to a soul who 
these families were. On the rare 
occasions when a recipient felt 
what he had received was 
insufficient, R' Henkin would 
respond by crying together with 
that individual. He would explain 
with tears that he understood 
how great the need was and he 
only wished that there were 
additional funds to provide. 
 In the 1960's, R' Henkin’s 
weekly salary as the director of 
ת תוֹרָה  was even below the עֶזְרַּ
minimal wage of $1.40/hour.  
However, when a resolution to 
increase R' Henkin’s salary was 
made at one of their meetings, R' 
Henkin rose from his chair and 
declared, "Must I leave  ת עֶזְרַּ
 The less I personally ?תוֹרָה
benefit from ת תוֹרָה  the ,עֶזְרַּ
greater the aid for לְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים  תַּ
in distress." 
 To appreciate another 
level of his meager earnings, R' 

Naftoli Riff ״ל צַּ ת  president of ,זַּ עֶזְרַּ
 ,once recalled (1958-1976) תוֹרָה
"On several occasions I noticed R' 
Henkin refer to a mysterious, 
small notebook. He once 
revealed to me that in this 
notebook he kept a log of those 
minutes during the day that he 
did not utilize for ת תוֹרָה  He  .עֶזְרַּ
was not involved with his own 
personal business during those 
minutes, but when someone 
came to his office to discuss  דִבְרֵי
 or if he received a תוֹרָה
telephone call from anywhere in 
the world requesting his opinion 
on a particular problem or שְאֵלָה, 
as he often did, he immediately 
looked at the time and noted in 
his record how many minutes he 
had borrowed from ת תוֹרָה   .עֶזְרַּ
He would then know how many 
minutes to "make up" on behalf 
of ת תוֹרָה      ".related work-עֶזְרַּ
 My לְמִיד  one recipient ,תַּ
of his צְדָקָה in צְפַּת referred to R' 
Henkin as ‘my beloved father’. In 
reality, he was a most beloved 
father and רֶבִי of ל יִשְרָאֵל  he — כְלַּ
taught us how to collect and give 
 that will ultimately מִצְוָה a ,צְדָקָה
help to bring the גְאֻלָה. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  בְיְדִידוּת

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

The last נָה ת תַעֲנִית in מִשְׁ כֶּ  :teaches (ד:ח) מַסֶּ
אָב   חֲמִשָה עָשָר בְׁ רָאֵל כְׁ יִשְׁ לאֺ הָיוּ יָמִים טוֹבִים לְׁ
יוֹם הַכִפּוּרִים...  There were no greater ,וּכְׁ
רָאֵל for יָמִים טוֹבִים לַל יִשְׁ  than the 15th of כְׁ
מָרָא The .יוֹם כִפּוּר and אָב  relates (תַעֲנִית ל:) גְׁ
why אָב חִילָה equals the day of טוּ בְׁ לִיחָה וּמְׁ  סְׁ
and the day the 2nd לוּחוֹת were given. 
Three incidents involve the אַחְדוּת of יִשְרָאֵל 
after being split: marriages from one ט  שֵבֶּ
to another; allowing יָמִין ט בִנְׁ  back to שֵבֶּ
marry another ט  removing the border ;שֵבֶּ
guards thus allowing the 10 בָטִים  to be שְׁ
ל גֶּ רֶּ ה לְׁ  s love even’ד׳ Two demonstrate .עוֹלֶּ
to the sinners in His people: the last 15,000 
of the רָיִם  did not die; the bodies of עוֹלֵי מִצְׁ
those killed in בֵיתַר did not rot and were 
buried. One shows יִשְרָאֵל’s love to His 
 after the ‘stopping cutting wood for :תּוֹרָה
the  ַבֵח  ceremony, we used our extra ’מִזְׁ
time for learning תוֹרָה. 

Sage Sayings

What is the צְדָקָה of עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה that R' Henkin זַצַ״ל devoted all 
his energy collecting funds from shul to shul? It was the lifeline 
for עֲנִיִים ,אַלְמָנוֹת and בְנֵי תּוֹרָה in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. Dayan Yecheskel 
Abramsky זַצַ״ל wrote, "Today I received $… from עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה.  
Praised be the name of ד׳ who has shown me grace… I cannot 
describe the severity of my situation." R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
אַלעֶ צְדָקוֹת זעֶנעֶן קָדוֹשׁ, אָבעֶר עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה אִיז קֹדֶשׁ " ,said ,זַצַ״ל
 "!is Holy of Holies עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה are holy, but צְדָקוֹת All — קָדָשִׁים!

Source: Adapted from The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

 In 3908 - 148 C.E., The Romans — מְנַחֵם אָב 15
finally permitted the Jews to bury בַר כּוֹכְבָה's 
supporters who had fallen at בֵיתַר, (the last 
holdout of the בַר כּוֹכְבָה rebellion), after 15 
years during which their remains were left 
scattered on the battlefield. 
 After the Romans had destroyed the 
second ׁבֵית הַמִקְדָש, the emperor Hadrian 
planned to transform the city of יְרוּשָׁלַיִם into a 
pagan city-state with a shrine to Jupiter on the 
site of the ׁבֵית הַמִקְדָש. This led to the great 
Jewish revolt of (בַר כּוֹכְבָה) שִׁמְעוֹן בַר כּוֹסִבָה, 
whose guerilla army succeeded in actually 
throwing the Romans out of אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and 
establishing, albeit for a brief period, an 
independent Jewish state. It required large 
numbers of Roman troops to crush the revolt.  
 made his final stand in the בַר כּוֹכְבָה 
city of בֵיתַר, which is located southwest of 
 It has been estimated that hundreds .יְרוּשָׁלַיִם
of thousands of Jews lived in בֵיתַר, and they 
were all massacred "until their blood flowed 
into the Mediterranean Sea." Furthermore, 
the Romans did not allow the Jewish bodies to 
be buried until 15 years later. Miraculously, 
the bodies did not decay. An additional בְרָכָה, 
the בְרָכָה of הַטּוֹב וְהַמֵטִיב, was added to  בִרְכַּת
 .in commemoration of this event הַמָזוֹן

This Week in History

Understanding

DaveningRight?

ט"ו באב



  

Thank you to all the readers that have taken the time to submit some 
common mistakes in reading that will be a surprise to most of us. Please 
continue to fax (7185069633)/email (thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com) 
any reading errors you would like to share. For example, please read the 
following (readers submissions) and then look at the explanation below: 
1) In ל ת… :we say ,הַלֵּ אֵּ ינוּ. נִפְלאתהִיא  …הָיְתָה…מֵּ ינֵּ בְעֵּ  (repetition, but 

הָרָזֲח  is important) 
2) In (עֲרְבִית/מַעֲרִיב) אַהֲבַת עוֹלָם we say: י ]תַלְמוּד[ תּוֹרָ … … ךָ  תוְנִשְמַח בְדִבְרֵּ  
3) We say [3 times daily] in the עֲמִידָה (and elsewhere):  … ַנוּ ל למְח…  
 

1) Correct: נִפְלָאת meaning wondrous; incorrect: נִפְלָאות  = [many] wonders. 2) Correct: 
מְחַ  :Correct (3 .ת under the שְוָא with a תּוֹרָתְךָ :incorrect ;ת under the סֶגוֹל with a תּוֹרָתֶךָ לָָ ל  נוּ
meaning forgive us; incorrect: ּמְחַלָנו = our forgiveness(?). We must be careful not to 
swallow the ל. 
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continue to fax (7185069633)/email (thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com) 
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1. What was the special ה אֵל found in הקב״ה that מִדָּ רָּ נֵי יִשְּ  that בְּ
made Him choose us? 

2. Why does הקב״ה promise reward for 2,000 generations by the 
רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׂ רוֹ in עֲשֶׂ שַת יִתְּ רָּ  but only 1,000 generations in this ,פָּ
week’s ה שָּ  ?פַרְּ

ָּאֵל noticed how ד׳ .1 ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  ד׳ are careful not to feel big [and act differently] after ב
bestows kindness to them. ד׳ therefore chose to make ָּאֵל ְּר ְּנֵי יִש  his special ב
nation (ְּכֶׂם  .(7:7 — ד״ה לאֹ מֵרֻב

2. The reward for עֲבוֹדַת ד׳ out of love—ְּאֹהֲבַי ָּפִים ל עַבוֹדַת  is greater than—(5:10) לַאֲל
ֶׂלֶׂף — due to fear ד׳ ְּא ָּו ל ְּוֹת ְּרֵי מִצ ְּשֹמ ֶׂף דוֹר) וּל ֶׂל  .(7:9 — ד״ה לְּא
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

שוֹ   קַדְּ ת  לְּ מוֹר  אֶת  יוֹם  הַשַבָׁ רִים ה:יב(… שָׁ בָׁ )דְּ  
 Safeguard the ת  … day to sanctify it שַבָׁ

רֵנִי מְּ ת קֵל יִשְּ ה שַבָׁ רָׁ מְּ …כִי אֶשְּ  
 If I safeguard the ת מִירוֹת) …will safeguard me ד׳ ,שַבָׁ ת זְּ  .(שַבָׁ
זִי I have a  beautiful present in“ מֹשֶה said to ד׳  נָׁ  my ,בֵית גְּ
treasure house, named ת אֵל and I wish to give it to שַבָׁ רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  'R ”!כְּ
Gedalya Schorr זַצַ״ל explains that this does not mean that ד׳ took ת  שַבָׁ
out of His ה נִיזָׁ ת but rather on ,בֵית גְּ  He lift us up high and bring us שַבָׁ
inside His ה נִיזָׁ ה טז.) בֵית גְּ   .(בֵיצָׁ
 All week long we say,  ְרוּך עַד… בָׁ אֵל לָׁ רָׁ שוֹמֵר עַמּוֹ יִשְּ  — … who 
watches His nation Israel forever. On Friday night we substitute,  ְרוּך בָׁ

לַיִם…  רוּשָׁ עַל יְּ אֵל וְּ רָׁ ל עַמּוֹ יִשְּ עַל כָׁ לֵינוּ וְּ לוֹם עָׁ הַפּוֹרֵש סֻכַת שָׁ  — … who 
spreads the shelter of peace upon us, on all of His people Israel and on 
לַיִם רוּשָׁ ת because on ,… יְּ  in such a way that we ד׳ we get close to שַבָׁ
do not need to ask for protection. We are so close that we are 
automatically being protected. It would be wrong for a person in the 
king’s palace to ask him for personal protection. On ת  we do not שַבָׁ
have to ask for protection. We are in His treasure house. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When World War II ended, R' Moshe Neuschloss זַצַ״ל 
overcame his personal losses as he tried to help other survivors 
rebuild their lives upon the ashes of destruction. R' Neuschloss 
returned to the Slovakian town of Serdihely and started a ה שִיבָׁ  for יְּ
teenage חוּרִים  who had been orphaned during the war. He put his בָׁ
vast knowledge of ה כָׁ ת to use in guiding survivors in matters of הֲלָׁ  שַבָׁ
observance, family life, the building of אוֹת וָׁ  and other crucial מִקְּ
areas. 
 Two years after the end of the war, with the Communist 
presence in Serdihely becoming ever more pronounced, R' 
Neuschloss decided to emigrate, along with his ה שִיבָׁ  to America. He ,יְּ
arranged for his students to make the journey by boat. However, this 
means of travel was not available to R' Neuschloss himself, for his 
wife was with child and therefore could not undertake the long sea 
journey. The two therefore made reservations on a flight departing 
from Prague to New York. 

 The plane took off on schedule, but some problems 
developed in mid-flight, forcing the pilot to make an emergency 
landing in Ireland. When the problems were corrected and the plane 
was ready for the next leg of the journey, the passengers were 
informed that the flight was due to arrive in New York on Saturday. 
 R' Neuschloss, who was known throughout his life for his 
great piety and awe of Heaven, informed the airline personnel that 
he was a Sabbath observer and would not embark on such a journey. 
 Air travel in those days was not what it is today. 
Reservations had to be booked well in advance. R' Neuschloss was 
informed that if he and his wife did not board that flight, then there 
was no telling how long it might be before they could make 
reservations on another one. R' Neuschloss was undaunted by this 
warning. He and his wife would not be on that flight. 
 The frustrated airline personnel booked a room in a hotel 
for the couple and provided them with ample food for the weekend. 
Rabbi and Mrs. Neuschloss returned all the non-kosher food and kept 
only the fruit. The language barrier made it difficult for them to 
explain why they would not eat the food. The airline personnel 
misinterpreted their strange behavior as some sort of hunger strike 
to protest what they considered to be mistreatment. Concerned that 
these war survivors should not create a scene, the airline 
management contacted the American consulate. It was decided that 
the couple would be sent to New York on the next available flight. 
And so, on ת אֵי שַבָׁ  R' and Mrs. Neuschloss were happily surprised ,מוֹצָׁ
when informed that they would be leaving for New York that very 
night. 
 The flight was uneventful. Upon their arrival in New York, R' 
and Mrs. Neuschloss contacted their hosts by phone. When R' 
Neuschloss  identified himself, his host was incredulous. It was then 
that the Neuschlosses learned the shocking news: the plane which 
had departed before ת  had crashed into the sea, leaving no שַבָׁ
survivors. The Neuschlosses had erroneously been listed among the 
passengers on board that flight. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Saved by the Shabbos

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אָב ט״וּ בְּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• On אָב יוֹם  the Fifteenth of Av, we observe a partial ,ט״וּ בְּ
חֲנוּן we do not say ;טוֹב לָה and חָתָן a ,תַּ  do not fast on כַּ
their wedding day, and we should not make דִים פֵּ  .הֶסְּ

• One reason ״ל  is to celebrate the fact יו״ט declared this חֲזַּ
that night-time starts getting longer, giving us extra 
opportunity to learn תוֹרָה.  

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Henkin ר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהוּ 
״ל צַּ  carried on his shoulders the ,זַּ
plight of, literally, tens of 
thousands of תוֹרָה dedicated 
families throughout the world. 
Their daily well-being was his 
constant personal concern. Yet, 
he never revealed to a soul who 
these families were. On the rare 
occasions when a recipient felt 
what he had received was 
insufficient, R' Henkin would 
respond by crying together with 
that individual. He would explain 
with tears that he understood 
how great the need was and he 
only wished that there were 
additional funds to provide. 
 In the 1960's, R' Henkin’s 
weekly salary as the director of 
ת תוֹרָה  was even below the עֶזְרַּ
minimal wage of $1.40/hour.  
However, when a resolution to 
increase R' Henkin’s salary was 
made at one of their meetings, R' 
Henkin rose from his chair and 
declared, "Must I leave  ת עֶזְרַּ
 The less I personally ?תוֹרָה
benefit from ת תוֹרָה  the ,עֶזְרַּ
greater the aid for לְמִידֵי חֲכָמִים  תַּ
in distress." 
 To appreciate another 
level of his meager earnings, R' 

Naftoli Riff ״ל צַּ ת  president of ,זַּ עֶזְרַּ
 ,once recalled (1958-1976) תוֹרָה
"On several occasions I noticed R' 
Henkin refer to a mysterious, 
small notebook. He once 
revealed to me that in this 
notebook he kept a log of those 
minutes during the day that he 
did not utilize for ת תוֹרָה  He  .עֶזְרַּ
was not involved with his own 
personal business during those 
minutes, but when someone 
came to his office to discuss  דִבְרֵי
 or if he received a תוֹרָה
telephone call from anywhere in 
the world requesting his opinion 
on a particular problem or שְאֵלָה, 
as he often did, he immediately 
looked at the time and noted in 
his record how many minutes he 
had borrowed from ת תוֹרָה   .עֶזְרַּ
He would then know how many 
minutes to "make up" on behalf 
of ת תוֹרָה      ".related work-עֶזְרַּ
 My לְמִיד  one recipient ,תַּ
of his צְדָקָה in צְפַּת referred to R' 
Henkin as ‘my beloved father’. In 
reality, he was a most beloved 
father and רֶבִי of ל יִשְרָאֵל  he — כְלַּ
taught us how to collect and give 
 that will ultimately מִצְוָה a ,צְדָקָה
help to bring the גְאֻלָה. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  בְיְדִידוּת

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

The last נָה ת תַעֲנִית in מִשְׁ כֶּ  :teaches (ד:ח) מַסֶּ
אָב   חֲמִשָה עָשָר בְׁ רָאֵל כְׁ יִשְׁ לאֺ הָיוּ יָמִים טוֹבִים לְׁ
יוֹם הַכִפּוּרִים...  There were no greater ,וּכְׁ
רָאֵל for יָמִים טוֹבִים לַל יִשְׁ  than the 15th of כְׁ
מָרָא The .יוֹם כִפּוּר and אָב  relates (תַעֲנִית ל:) גְׁ
why אָב חִילָה equals the day of טוּ בְׁ לִיחָה וּמְׁ  סְׁ
and the day the 2nd לוּחוֹת were given. 
Three incidents involve the אַחְדוּת of יִשְרָאֵל 
after being split: marriages from one ט  שֵבֶּ
to another; allowing יָמִין ט בִנְׁ  back to שֵבֶּ
marry another ט  removing the border ;שֵבֶּ
guards thus allowing the 10 בָטִים  to be שְׁ
ל גֶּ רֶּ ה לְׁ  s love even’ד׳ Two demonstrate .עוֹלֶּ
to the sinners in His people: the last 15,000 
of the רָיִם  did not die; the bodies of עוֹלֵי מִצְׁ
those killed in בֵיתַר did not rot and were 
buried. One shows יִשְרָאֵל’s love to His 
 after the ‘stopping cutting wood for :תּוֹרָה
the  ַבֵח  ceremony, we used our extra ’מִזְׁ
time for learning תוֹרָה. 

Sage Sayings

What is the צְדָקָה of עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה that R' Henkin זַצַ״ל devoted all 
his energy collecting funds from shul to shul? It was the lifeline 
for עֲנִיִים ,אַלְמָנוֹת and בְנֵי תּוֹרָה in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. Dayan Yecheskel 
Abramsky זַצַ״ל wrote, "Today I received $… from עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה.  
Praised be the name of ד׳ who has shown me grace… I cannot 
describe the severity of my situation." R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
אַלעֶ צְדָקוֹת זעֶנעֶן קָדוֹשׁ, אָבעֶר עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה אִיז קֹדֶשׁ " ,said ,זַצַ״ל
 "!is Holy of Holies עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה are holy, but צְדָקוֹת All — קָדָשִׁים!

Source: Adapted from The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

 In 3908 - 148 C.E., The Romans — מְנַחֵם אָב 15
finally permitted the Jews to bury בַר כּוֹכְבָה's 
supporters who had fallen at בֵיתַר, (the last 
holdout of the בַר כּוֹכְבָה rebellion), after 15 
years during which their remains were left 
scattered on the battlefield. 
 After the Romans had destroyed the 
second ׁבֵית הַמִקְדָש, the emperor Hadrian 
planned to transform the city of יְרוּשָׁלַיִם into a 
pagan city-state with a shrine to Jupiter on the 
site of the ׁבֵית הַמִקְדָש. This led to the great 
Jewish revolt of (בַר כּוֹכְבָה) שִׁמְעוֹן בַר כּוֹסִבָה, 
whose guerilla army succeeded in actually 
throwing the Romans out of אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and 
establishing, albeit for a brief period, an 
independent Jewish state. It required large 
numbers of Roman troops to crush the revolt.  
 made his final stand in the בַר כּוֹכְבָה 
city of בֵיתַר, which is located southwest of 
 It has been estimated that hundreds .יְרוּשָׁלַיִם
of thousands of Jews lived in בֵיתַר, and they 
were all massacred "until their blood flowed 
into the Mediterranean Sea." Furthermore, 
the Romans did not allow the Jewish bodies to 
be buried until 15 years later. Miraculously, 
the bodies did not decay. An additional בְרָכָה, 
the בְרָכָה of הַטּוֹב וְהַמֵטִיב, was added to  בִרְכַּת
 .in commemoration of this event הַמָזוֹן

This Week in History

Understanding

DaveningRight?

ט"ו באב



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה was born to the זַצַ״ל Henkin ר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהוּ
 in Klimovichi, Russia. He learned ,ר׳ אֶלִיעֶזֶר קְלוֹנִימוּס
under his father for five years. In 1896, he became a 

 סְמִיכָה At 20, he received .זַצַ״ל Meltzer ר׳ אִיסר זַלְמַן of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק
from ר׳ אִיסר זַלְמַן, the ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר זַצַ״ל  ,רִידְבַ״ז  and   ר׳ יְחִיאֵל מִיכל
פְרײֵדָא רִבְקָה בַת ר׳  In 1901, he married .(בַעַל עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁלְחָן) עֶפְשׁטײַן זַצַ״ל
 in many cities, he רָב of Kritschev. A רָב the ,יְהוּדָה לײֵב קרײֵנדל
escaped to the US in 1923, becoming רָב on the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. He lived and breathed (צְדָקָה לְעֲנִיֵי אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל) עֶזְרַת תוֹרָה 
for 48 years and published the famous  ַהֲלָכוֹת וּמִנְהָגִים ) עֶזְרַת תוֹרָה לוּח
 of פוֹסֵק He was the beloved .(סֵפֶר עֵדוּת לְיִשְרָאֵל based on his לְמַעֲשֶה
New York and his גְאוֹנִיּוּת is found in his many סְפָרִים.  

  מנחם אב י״ג
5641 – 5733 
1881 – 1973 

Anyone who was זוֹכֶה to know ּר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהו 
Henkin זַצַ״ל, talks about his צְדָקוֹת and his 
 with the same awe as they talk about חֶסֶד
his amazing גְאוֹנִיּוּת and כֹּחַ הַפְסַק. R' 
Yaakov Kaminetsky זַצַ״ל, who was so 
careful with his every word, said at his 
 all my years I thought he would …“ ,לְוָיָה
lead our generation to greet  ַמָשִיח… Now 
who will lead us?” A friend was מֵעִיד how 
every midnight he would see R' Henkin sit on 
the floor to say תִקּוּן חֲצוֹת, crying for the צָרוֹת of his 
people, the גָלוּת הַשְכִינָה and asking for  ַמָשִיח! 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

ה       יל מֹשֶׁ ר …  אָז יַבְדִּ צֶׁ ת בֶׁ ים…) לָרְאוּבֵנִי… אֶׁ מג(-ד:מא דְבָרִּ  
 Then Moshe set aside … Betzer … of Reuven … 
 Shortly before his death, ה עָרֵי  designated three of the six מֹשֶׁ
קְלָט  cities of refuge, where a Jew who had killed someone ,מִּ
accidentally could flee from the pursuit of the victims close relatives. 
The remaining three cities were later set aside by  ַע שְרָאֵל in יְהוֹשֻׁ ץ יִּ רֶׁ  אֶׁ
proper on the western bank of the יַרְדֵן. The three cities that  ַע  יְהוֹשֻׁ
designated are listed in a north-to-south order (עַ כ:ז  while the ,(יְהוֹשֻׁ
three cities that ה  designated are listed from south to north, with מֹשֶׁ
ר צֶׁ  merit to have רְאוּבֵן listed first. Why did ,רְאוּבֵן in the territory of ,בֶׁ
his city mentioned first? 
 The (מַכּוֹת י.) גְמָרָא explains: רְאוּבֵן was the first person to 
attempt to rescue יוֹסֵף, as it says, יָדָם לֵהוּ מִּ שְמַע רְאוּבֵן וַיַצִּ  רְאוּבֵן — וַיִּ
heard, and he rescued him from their hand (ית ל״ז:כ״א  With his .(בְרֵאשִּ
dreams and bad reports about their conduct to their father יַעֲקֹב, the 
brothers considered יוֹסֵף a רוֹדֵף, pursuer. They were convinced that 
the death sentence against יוֹסֵף was halachically justified. When the 
brothers plotted against יוֹסֵף and wanted to kill him, רְאוּבֵן attempted 
to rescue him by suggesting that יוֹסֵף be thrown into a pit instead. His 
intention was to come back later to rescue יוֹסֵף and return him safely 
to his father. For doing so, he was rewarded by having the city of 
refuge in his territory, ר צֶׁ  .mentioned first ,בֶׁ
 This leaves us with a perplexing question: What motivated 

 ?יוֹסֵף to risk provoking the wrath of his brothers by trying to save רְאוּבֵן
The דְרָש ית רַבָה פ״ד:ט״ו) מִּ  יוֹסֵף ,said, “In his dreams רְאוּבֵן :tells us (בְרֵאשִּ
counted me among his brothers … I thought that because of my sin in 
the incident of לְהָה ית ל״ה:כ״ב) בִּ כְּלַל  I would be excluded from ,(בְרֵאשִּ
שְרָאֵל  was רְאוּבֵן ,Should I not rescue him?” In the merit of this rescue .יִּ
rewarded with the privilege of having the first of the six קְלָט  עָרֵי מִּ
established in his territory. 
 This דְרָש  contains an important insight. Two people can מִּ
hear the identical words and can react in completely opposite ways. 
 s dream of a sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him’יוֹסֵף
infuriated his brothers, who cried out, “ ם מָשוֹל …  מְלֹךְ עָלֵינוּ אִּ הֲמָלֹךְ תִּ

מְשֹל בָנוּ  …תִּ  — Will you then reign over us? Will you then dominate 
us?” (ibid. ל״ז:ח). The same dream filled רְאוּבֵן’s heart with joy and 
calmed his fears that he and his descendants would be banished 
forever from שְרָאֵל  Instead of being angered, he felt honored and .כְּלַל יִּ
relieved that he was counted as one of the eleven stars.  
 A person’s remarks may often be interpreted in more than 
one way. Countless friendships have been damaged or destroyed due 
to misunderstood remarks. A Jew must train himself to focus carefully 
on the good in what he hears by following the sound advice of חֲזַ״ל: 
ת כָּל הָאָדָם לְכַף זְכוּת הֱוֵי דָן אֶׁ  and [a person] should judge everyone — וֶׁ
favorably (רְקֵי אָבוֹת א:ו  .(פִּ

Adapted from: Rav Pam on Chumash (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI R’ Pam lovingly recalled the kavod R’ 
Dovid Leibovitz showed his talmidim, even 

a 15-year-old new talmid entering his bais 
medrash shiur in Torah Vodaath...

*The Yiddish word ihr meaning ‘you’ is 
used when showing respect (talking in 
3rd person). ‘Du,’ meaning “you” (in 1st 

person), is more appropriate for a talmid.
*R’ Abba Zalka Gewirtz, zt”l, a well-

known talmid muvhak of R’ Dovid.

Even though the train trip would take from 
Wednesday to Friday morning, R’ Dovid 

purchased the cheapest tickets. They had a 
seat in a compartment without any sleeping 

accommodations. After a grueling trip...

At the wealthy man’s home they were 
greeted with very little enthusiasm.

In the early years of R’ Dovid’s 
new Yeshivah Chofetz Chaim...

R’ Dovid respected everyone. He not 
only molded his talmidim to be talmidei 

chachamim but also taught them how to live 
every moment with true K’vod Shamayim.

Nu! Avrohom...
vos zogt 

ihr...?

My dear R’ Abba Zalka*, I 
have no funds even pay for the 
fuel to heat the bais medrash, 

so I made some appointments in 
Miami, Florida.

Rebbi, Miami? 
How should I 

arrange the train 
tickets?

Mayne tayere - I 
purchased them 

already.

My first 
appointment is within 

the hour; let’s go 
directly there.

I just arrived 
from New York. I came 
to give you a share in 

the very precious Torah 
of our Bachurim. Really? Well, I 

don’t have patience 
for these stories... I 
don’t have any more 

time... next!
Thank you 
so much!

Wow! Rebbe used 
“Ihr”* when talking 

to even me!

Hashem has great love [and 
reward] for those who endure 

“shame for His glory!” This man’s 
actions gave us the opportunity to be 

Yechezkel ben Buzi people!

Rebbi, why did you 
thank him? Where is 
his kvod haTorah?

What a great zechus 
we have! Let me explain... 

the navi Yechezkel ben Buzi’s 
family got their name from 
the word buz, shame. They 

were willing to suffer shame 
for the glory of Hashem 

and His Torah.

Chaim Dovid Leibowitz זַצַ״ל was born in Dzyatlava, Belarus, to הֵן זַצַ״ל  As a .מִרְיָם and ר׳ אַרְיֵה זְאֵב הַכֹּ
teenager, he studied in the Radin יְשִיבָה, where he had 12 hours daily private study sessions with his 
great-uncle, ר׳ יִשְרָאֵל מֵאִיר הַכֹּהֵן זַצַ״ל (the חָפֵץ חַיִים), and helped write the last volume of the מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה. 
He also learned there under R' Naftoli Trop זַצַ״ל. In 1908, he transferred to the Slabodka יְשִיבָה, where 
he learned under the Alter, R' Nosson Tzvi Finkel זַצַ״ל. His contemporaries included ר׳ אַהֲרֹּן Kotler,  ר׳
 .(ר׳ חַנוֹךְ העֶנִיךְ daughter of) Sharshevsky רִבְקָה לֵאָה Hutner. In 1915, he married ר׳ יִצְחָק Kaminetsky, and יַעֲקֹּב
Shortly after his marriage, he succeeded his father-in-law as רָב of Šalčininkai. Six years later, he 
returned to Slabodka as a founding member of its כוֹלֵל. In 1926, he came to the USA as a fund-raiser 
for the כוֹלֵל and was invited to become the first ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  His students included .מְתִיבְתָא תוֹרָה וְדַעַת of ר
 in Queens. There he יְשִיבַת חָפֵץ חַיִים In 1933, he founded .ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יַעֲקֹּב הַכֹּהֵן פּאַם זַצַ״ל and ר׳ גְדַלְיָהוּ הַלֵוִי שאָרר

transplanted to the USA his unique style of תַלְמוּד study as well as the Slabodka school of מוּסָר. 
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