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 was born in Vizhnitz to זַצַ״ל Hager הָאַדְמוֹ״ר ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר
the Rebbe, יִשְרָאֵל הָאַדְמוֹ״ר ר׳  and (אַהֲבַת יִשְרָאֵל) 
 of מַהַרְשַ״ם from the סְמִיכָה He received .הִינְדָא

Brezan and ר׳ שְלֺמֺה Engel זַצַ״ל. At age 16, he married חַוָה Heschel 
(daughter of the Kopyczynitzer Rebbe, יִצְחָק מֵאִיר ר׳  In .(הָאַדְמוֹ״ר 
1922, he became the רָב and ראֺש יְשִיבָה of Vizhnitz and also was the 
head of אַגדַֻת יִשְרָאֵל (Bokovnia, Grossvardein). He re-established the 
 and built a network of girls’ schools. In 1936 after תַלְמוּד תוֹרָה ,יְשִיבָה
his father’s פְטִירָה, he became the Rebbe. During WWII he escaped 
to Arad, Hungary, then Temeshvar and finally to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He 
rebuilt his יְשִיבָה in Tel Aviv. A powerful orator and leader, he 
worked tirelessly for the causes of תוֹרָה and חֲסִידוּת. 

  ב׳ אלול
5652 – 5706 
1892 – 1946 

One ת בָּ ״ל Hager ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר while עֶרֶב שַׁ צַׁ  was זַׁ
finishing his review of  ד אֶחָּ א וְׁ רָּ יִם מִקְׁ נַׁ שְׁ
גּוּם רְׁ אֵל his father (the ,תַׁ רָּ ת יִשְׁ  entered (אַהֲבַׁ
the room. Unaware of what his son was 
learning, he asked him a question.  ר׳
 .immediately replied to his father אֱלִיעֶזֶר
After the אֵל רָּ ת יִשְׁ  ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר ,left אַהֲבַׁ
quietly began his גּוּם רְׁ ד תַׁ אֶחָּ א וְׁ רָּ יִם מִקְׁ נַׁ  שְׁ
anew. He explained, “Answering my father 
immediately is a א תָּ יְׁ אוֹרַׁ ה דְׁ וָּ  not ,מִצְׁ
interrupting א רָּ יִם מִקְׁ נַׁ ג is my שְׁ הָּ  Nu! By restarting, I .מִנְׁ
am able to address both correctly!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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דְבָרִים יז:ט(…)הַשֹּׁפֵט אֲשֶר יִהְיֶה בַיָמִים הָהֵם … וּבָאתָ אֶל     
 And you shall come to … the judge that shall be in those days. 
  Why does the תּוֹרָה mention going to “the judge that shall 
be in those (your own) days”? Is it possible for one to be judged by a 
judge from a previous era? 
 is telling us to accept the judges תּוֹרָה explains that the רַשִ״י 
of our times even if they don’t measure up to the judges of an earlier 
era. These are our judges, entrusted with the authority to rule on 
questions of הֲלָכָה in our generation. We must respect them and abide 
by their rulings.  
 R’ Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained, we sometimes hear, “Who are 
today’s leaders? These you call גְדוֹלִים? I’ll tell you what גְדוֹלִים are. I’m 
from the old country. I saw real גְדוֹלִים.” This is the יֵצֶר הָרַע speaking. 
These are his trademark expressions! 
 Can you imagine ר׳ חַײִם Soloveitchik being challenged? Yet, 
when he became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah, students 
complained to the הַנְהָלָה. Who was this ר׳ חַײִם?  He only received his 
position because he married the granddaughter of the ֹּׁאש יְשִיבָה  of ר
Volozhin. 
 The תּוֹרָה is speaking to each generation. Look at the judges in 
your times; they are given the יָא  to handle the issues of the סִיַּעְתָּא דִשְמַּ

generation. 
 [Rav Frand’s note: The end of the story about ר׳ חַײִם is very 
interesting and is too good to omit. The resolution of the students 
uprising against ר׳ חַײִם was to bring in three famous גְדוֹלִים of the 
generation to observe ר׳ חַײִם and decide if he was worthy of giving a 
 .in the Volozhin Yeshivah שִעוּר
 on a very complex topic. He presented a שִעוּר gave a ר׳ חַײִם 
brilliant solution to a difficult passage of the רַמְבַ״ם in his יַד הַחֲזָקָה. 
Suddenly, he recalled a particular phrase in the רַמְבַ״ם’s commentary 
to the מִשְנֶה that did not fit well with his proposed solution. His שִעוּר 
didn’t work. 
 I prepared is שִעוּר slapped his lectern, and said, “The ר׳ חַײִם 
not true. The רַמְבַ״ם’s words in his מִשְנֶה commentary contradict my 
hypothesis. It is wrong.” ר׳ חַײִם then sat down. 
 The rabbis quickly rendered their decision. “He is worthy of 
giving a שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah. Any person who cares so much 
about the אֶמֶת, truth, that he is willing to suffer the embarrassment of 
admitting his own mistake in public, even when no one else noticed it, 
is surely fitting for this position.”]. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI It was a cold winter night...

The front door was unlocked, and they were 
even more shocked when they found their Rebbi 

resting on the floor of the living room.

The plumber arrived, and the 
house was already freezing.

Rabbi, I’ll be 
over within 
the hour.

It’s in the 
basement. Let 
me take you 
downstairs...

I wonder why the 
plumber’s van is 

parked outside the 
Mashgiach’s house 

so late.

All the lights are 
on in the house. Let’s 

check if everything 
is ok!

Rebbi, what’s 
going on? And why 

is Rebbi lying on 
the floor?

It’s freezing 
in here. Is 

everything ok?

...It’s just not right 
that I should sleep 

comfortably in bed while 
he is working on the 

basement floor…

Everything is fine... I 
woke up the plumber in 

the middle of the night to 
repair my heat. He had to 

get out of bed and is now 
in the basement working 

to fix the system...

This is Rabbi Feldman. I sincerely 
apologize for disturbing you so late at 

night, but this is an emergency. The heat just 
stopped working a few minutes ago, and it’s 

already getting very cold.

so, where’s 
the boiler?

 was born in Pinsk, Belarus, to R' Avrohom Shmuel and Chasha. He learned in זַצַ״ל Feldman ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ
יבָה אֺהֶל תּוֹרָה  and also developed a close ,הי״ד under R' Elchonon Bunim Wasserman (Baranovitch) יְשִׁׁ
relationship with the  ַיח שְרָאֵלר׳  ,מַשְׁגִׁ יַעֲקֺב יִׁ  Lubchansky הי״ד. In 1930, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש went to the Mir (Poland) 
where he remained for 8 years. He became a יד מֻבְהָק  who assigned him the ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz ר׳ יְרוּחָם of תַּלְמִׁ
task of setting up the ׁדְרָש  During .מוּסָר in דֶרֶךְ then travelled to Kelm to absorb their ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ .בֵית מִׁ
WWII, he was arrested and sent to Siberia. In 1945, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש married רְיָם  Lieberman, a granddaughter מִׁ
of the ים בְרֵי חַיִׁ  ר׳ מָרְדְכַי After the war, he was appointed to serve together with .זַצַ״ל of Sanz דִׁ
Pogramansky זַצַ״ל as a מְנַהֵל in a יבָה קְטַנָה  moved to America ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ ,in Versailles, France.  In 1950 יְשִׁׁ
and was invited by R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz זַצַ״ל to serve as י יחַ רוּחָנִׁ  of Mir (Brooklyn). He delivered מַשְׁגִׁ
ים עוּר from the Alter of Kelm and never missed or repeated a חָכְמָה וּמוּסָר in וַעַדִׁ  .for close to 30 years שִׁׁ

He was the surrogate 'father' of his ים ידִׁ  .of Europe מוּסָר and served as a bridge to the Kelmer תַּלְמִׁ
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Due to a number of requests from our readers we will also focus on 
some of the הֲלָכוֹת and װָנוֹת ע of כַּ װָנוֹת and הֲלָכוֹת All of these .קְרִיאַת שְמַּ  כַּ
can be found either in the ְלְחָן עָרוּך לְחָן ,רְמָ״א ,שֻׁ שֻׁ מִשְנָה  and/or ,עָרוּךְ הַּ
 (.For additional  information, see sources listed below) .בְרוּרָה
Even before we start the words  ע יִשְרָאֵלשְמַּ  we must...  
1) Understand that we are being יֵם שֵה the מְקַּ ע of מִצְוָה עַּ  קְרִיאַת שְמַּ

2) Concentrate on the meaning of every word of ע  at least the) קְרִיאַת שְמַּ
first פָסוּק)  

3) Resolve to read each word of ע  .carefully קְרִיאַת שְמַּ

1) See  משנה ברורה סימן ס׳ סעיף קטן ז׳  י׳ -
2) See משנה ברורה סימן ס׳ סעיף קטן י״א 
3) See  משנה ברורה סימן ס״א סוף סעיף קטן ג׳ 
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1. Is there any part of רָאֵל  that we are forbidden to even אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
plant a tree? If so, where? 

2. Which part of רָאֵל  is considered to be higher than any אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
other place in the world? 

1. Yes. It is forbidden to build or to plant anything on the הַר הַבַיִת — the Temple 
Mount (ֵׁרָה ַּע לְךָ אֲש  .(16:21 — ד״ה לאֹ תִט

2. The ְׁׂדָש בֵית  is the highest of all other places. Although physically, the בֵית הַמִק
ְׂדָשׁ  may not be the place of highest elevation in the world, this has a much הַמִק
deeper spiritual meaning ( ַָּמְתָ וְעָלִית  .(17:8 — ד״ה וְק
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ן הַדָבָר  ה לאֹ תָסוּר מִּ ר יאֹמְרוּ לְךָ תַּעֲשֶׁ שְפָט אֲשֶׁ ר יוֹרוּךָ וְעַל הַמִּ י הַתּוֹרָה אֲשֶׁ עַל פִּ
ים יז:יא(…  ין וּשְמאֹל )דְבָרִּ ידוּ לְךָ יָמִּ יַגִּ  

 According to the תּוֹרָה that they will teach you and 
according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall you do; you 
shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left. 
 By תּוֹרָה law, an animal that is mortally wounded through 
birth defect, disease or injury, is deemed a טְרֵיפָה and may not be 
eaten. [Today, the word טְרֵיפָה is synonymous with all types of non-
kosher food, but this is not the actual definition of the word. See 
 There is a question whether a particular lung defect [.שְמוֹת כב:ל
renders the animal a בֵית יוֹסֵף ;טְרֵיפָה (R' Yosef Karo, author of  לְחָן שֻׁ
 .disagrees (R' Moshe Isserles) רַמָ״א rules that it does not, while (עָרוּךְ
 Ashkenazic Jews generally follow the opinion of רַמָ״א when 
 disagree. However, with regard to this בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א
disagreement, one Ashkenazic גָאוֹן ruled according to בֵית יוֹסֵף. He 
was R' Aryeh Leib Gunzberg, legendary author of שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה and one 
of the 18th century’s greatest תּוֹרָה geniuses. His פְסַק (ruling) in this 
matter caused quite a stir among Ashkenazic Jews. Nevertheless, the 
Jews of Volozhin, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, faithfully 
followed his opinion. Years later, when the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s famed 
disciple, R' Chaim Volozhiner, became רָב of Volozhin, he continued to 
follow his י בִּ  .s ruling’רֶׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In the town of Volozhin, there lived a man who suffered 
from a lung disorder which was identical to that which was the 
subject of the disagreement between the בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א. The 
man decided that his condition would benefit from the rarified air of 
Switzerland and he began making plans to move his family there. 

 One night before his intended departure, this man’s father, 
who had died some years before, appeared to him in a dream. 
 “My son, I have come to warn you not to leave Volozhin. 
The illness from which you suffer is rendered life threatening by the 
 and his ruling is followed by almost the entire European — רַמָ״א
Jewry, including the Jewish community of Switzerland. 
 “It is only in the town of Volozhin that the רַמָ״א’s opinion is 
not followed, for it is there that the great שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, 
and it is he who ruled that this illness is not terminal. The שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
opinion carries great weight in Heaven. Just as the animals in 
Volozhin with this defect are deemed kosher and not mortally ill, so 
too, are you deemed capable of living many more years. 
 “However, if you move elsewhere, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
ruling is not accepted, you will die within the year.” 
 The man canceled his plans to move. He was never cured of 
his lung disorder; however, he lived into his eighties. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aaron Rokeach of Belz,  זַצַ״ל, showed tremendous 
respect to the Tchebiner רָב.  He would say that the Tchebiner רָב was 
"the דַעַת תּוֹרָה of our generation". Whenever a difficult שְאֵלָה cropped 
up, the Rebbe would command that the רָב be consulted, particularly 
if the question involved the medical field. People would come to 
receive the Rebbe's בְרָכָה for a complicated operation, and the Rebbe 
would first send them to the Tchebiner רָב to find out if such a risky 
operation was permissible according to הֲלָכָה. This was the way 
the Belzer Rebbe taught his ים ידִּ  .דַעַת תּוֹרָה the importance of חֲסִּ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

A Decision For Life

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The person who serves as the לִיחַ צִבּוּר לִיחוֹת for שְׁ  should סְׁ
preferably meet the same requirements/qualifications as 
those of the לִיחַ צִבּוּר נָׁה who serves on שְׁ יוֹם  and ראֹש הַשָׁ

 .כִפּוּר
• It is proper that the person who is a לִיחַ צִבּוּר לִיחוֹת for שְׁ  סְׁ

should try to understand the words he is saying. 
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 In the year 5682 (1922) 
the אַדְמוֹ״ר, R’ Eliezer Hager ״ל צַּ  זַּ
of Vizhnitz, author of  ק שֶּ מֶּ דַּ
ר זֶּ  was appointed to serve as ,אֱלִיעֶּ
the רָב of Viznitz. One year later 
he re-opened the famed Vizhnitz 
Yeshiva that had been destroyed 
during WWI. He developed a new 
type of learning environment. 
One innovative idea was the 
establishment of a dormitory that 
was spacious and well-kept. He 
also built ‘modern’ kitchen 
facilities for the יְשִיבָה and 
created a major fund to provide 
clothing for לְמִידִים  who could תַּ
not afford to buy for themselves. 
 Numerous לְמִידִים  of תַּ
the ר זֶּ ק אֱלִיעֶּ שֶּ מֶּ  reminisce the דַּ
endless devotion and warmth 
they received under his care. One 
wealthy donor kept a receipt 
which showed the Rebbe’s  ת כָרַּ הַּ
טוֹב  On the back, the Rebbe .הַּ
made a promise, “After 120 
years, מִשְנָיוֹת will be learned by 
יְשִיבָה לְמִידֵי הַּ  of the נְשָמָה for the תַּ
donor. Also, throughout the 
entire first year דִיש  will be קַּ
recited in her memory. Also, 
every yahrzeit the נְשָמָה will be 
remembered... Vizhnitz, 5689 

(1929)”.  Such unlimited promises 
came from a heart filled with 
unbridled love. 
 On many occasions he 
would go up to the women’s 
gallery at six o’clock in the 
morning, to look down into the 
ת to בֵית מִדְרָש פּ נַּחַּ  from those שעֶּ
לְמִידִים  who had arrived for the תַּ
pre-חֲרִית  .learning session שַּ
Towards noon he would often go 
to the kitchen to sample the food 
to make sure it was tasty enough 
for his ‘children’. Afterwards he 
would enter the dining hall to 
check that his ’children’ were 
dining in an orderly and befitting 
manner. 
 One לְמִיד  remembered תַּ
the time the Rebbe entered the 
 time, and as he מִנְחָה at בֵית מִדְרָש
looked around he asked 
someone, “where is the לְמִיד -so תַּ
and-so, I see he is not here…” Out 
of 120 לְמִידִים  he zoomed in on ,תַּ
the one that was absent.  
 My לְמִיד ק  the ,תַּ שֶּ מֶּ דַּ
ר זֶּ לְמִיד s love towards each’אֱלִיעֶּ  תַּ
remains ingrained in the hearts of 
his beloved לְמִידִים  !forever תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
בֵית   תִי בְּ הּ אֲבַקֵש: שִבְּ תִי מֵאֵת ה׳ אוֹתָׁ אַלְּ אַחַת שָׁ

מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ … ה׳ כָׁ  
One thing I asked of ה׳, that I shall seek: 

Would that I dwell in the House of ה׳ all the 
days of my life …  

The בִי״ם  observes: A person’s needs  מַלְּ
and desires are constantly changing. A 
person may need to be healed from an 
illness; another time, one may need money 
for food or to be saved from an enemy — 
every moment brings with it new needs 
and fresh requests. ְוִד הַמֶלֶך  ,however ,דָׁ
tells us that he has had only one desire: 
מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ בֵית ד׳ כָׁ תִי בְּ  Would that I — שִבְּ
dwell in the House of ה׳ all the days of my 
life, because, in reality, this request 
includes all of his desires — to serve ד׳ and 
to understand His ways. When a person is 
close to ד׳, he does not worry about any 
problem. 

Sage Sayings

A father once beseeched the then יבָה  R’ Eliezer Hager ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
 of Vizhnitz, “My son is an only child! Please keep a close זַצַ״ל
watch over him.” The Rebbe gently replied: “ יךְ האָבּ אַ הוּנדעֶרט אִׁ
ין יגעֶר זִׁ יג אײַנצִׁ  I have one hundred-twenty ‘only — אוּן צװאָנצִׁ
sons’;  ּיקט זײַן זוּן דאָ צו יר אוּן שִׁׁ יךְ אוֹיף מִׁ אַז אַ טאַטעֶ פאַרלאָזט זִׁ
 ,If a father relies on me and sends his son to learn here ,לעֶרנעֶן
ינד ים שׁוֹין מײַן אײַנציגעֶר קִׁ  then that immediately ,דאָס מאַכט אִׁ
makes him my ‘only child’!” Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

 ,יוֹכֶבֶד and עַמְרָם — .B.C.E 1394 / 2367 אֱלוּל 7
the parents of מִרְיָם and אַהֲרֹן, had separated 
because of פַרְעֹה's decree that all male Jewish 
babies be killed. Since עַמְרָם was the leader of 
the Jewish community, other men follow suit. 
Prompted by their six-year-old daughter 
 decreed against the פַרְעֹה) s rebuke'מִרְיָם
males; you decreed against the males and the 
females), עַמְרָם remarried יוֹכֶבֶד and this union 
produced מֹשֶה, the greatest prophet of all-
time, who 80 years later would deliver the 
Jewish people out of slavery in מִצְרַיִם, and on 
to receive the תּוֹרָה at הַר סִינַי [based on the 
 was a 6-month premee, 7 מֹשֶה that מְסוֹרָה
 being 6 months and one day before 7 אֱלוּל
 was hidden for מֹשֶה .(רַשִ״י סוֹטָה יב.) 2368 אֲדָר
3 months and was floated on the Nile and 
found by the daughter of פַרְעֹה on 7 סִיוָן, the 
future date of מַתַּן תּוֹרָה]. 
 ,spies ,מְרַגְלִים B.C.E. — The 1311 / 2450 אֱלוּל 7
who slandered אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, died in the מִדְבָר, 
Desert. They suffered a plague, sickened and 
were נִפְטָר on 7 אֱלוּל. ( יד-בַמִדְבָר יג גְמָרָא סוֹטָה  ,
 was established on this תַּעֲנִית צַדִיקִים A .(לה.
day, which commemorates the fact that they 
did not merit the acceptance of their תְּשוּבָה. 
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Due to a number of requests from our readers we will also focus on 
some of the הֲלָכוֹת and װָנוֹת ע of כַּ װָנוֹת and הֲלָכוֹת All of these .קְרִיאַת שְמַּ  כַּ
can be found either in the ְלְחָן עָרוּך לְחָן ,רְמָ״א ,שֻׁ שֻׁ מִשְנָה  and/or ,עָרוּךְ הַּ
 (.For additional  information, see sources listed below) .בְרוּרָה
Even before we start the words  ע יִשְרָאֵלשְמַּ  we must...  
1) Understand that we are being יֵם שֵה the מְקַּ ע of מִצְוָה עַּ  קְרִיאַת שְמַּ

2) Concentrate on the meaning of every word of ע  at least the) קְרִיאַת שְמַּ
first פָסוּק)  

3) Resolve to read each word of ע  .carefully קְרִיאַת שְמַּ

1) See  משנה ברורה סימן ס׳ סעיף קטן ז׳  י׳ -
2) See משנה ברורה סימן ס׳ סעיף קטן י״א 
3) See  משנה ברורה סימן ס״א סוף סעיף קטן ג׳ 
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3) Resolve to read each word of ע  .carefully קְרִיאַת שְמַּ
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1. Is there any part of רָאֵל  that we are forbidden to even אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
plant a tree? If so, where? 

2. Which part of רָאֵל  is considered to be higher than any אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
other place in the world? 

1. Yes. It is forbidden to build or to plant anything on the הַר הַבַיִת — the Temple 
Mount (ֵׁרָה ַּע לְךָ אֲש  .(16:21 — ד״ה לאֹ תִט

2. The ְׁׂדָש בֵית  is the highest of all other places. Although physically, the בֵית הַמִק
ְׂדָשׁ  may not be the place of highest elevation in the world, this has a much הַמִק
deeper spiritual meaning ( ַָּמְתָ וְעָלִית  .(17:8 — ד״ה וְק
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ן הַדָבָר  ה לאֹ תָסוּר מִּ ר יאֹמְרוּ לְךָ תַּעֲשֶׁ שְפָט אֲשֶׁ ר יוֹרוּךָ וְעַל הַמִּ י הַתּוֹרָה אֲשֶׁ עַל פִּ
ים יז:יא(…  ין וּשְמאֹל )דְבָרִּ ידוּ לְךָ יָמִּ יַגִּ  

 According to the תּוֹרָה that they will teach you and 
according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall you do; you 
shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left. 
 By תּוֹרָה law, an animal that is mortally wounded through 
birth defect, disease or injury, is deemed a טְרֵיפָה and may not be 
eaten. [Today, the word טְרֵיפָה is synonymous with all types of non-
kosher food, but this is not the actual definition of the word. See 
 There is a question whether a particular lung defect [.שְמוֹת כב:ל
renders the animal a בֵית יוֹסֵף ;טְרֵיפָה (R' Yosef Karo, author of  לְחָן שֻׁ
 .disagrees (R' Moshe Isserles) רַמָ״א rules that it does not, while (עָרוּךְ
 Ashkenazic Jews generally follow the opinion of רַמָ״א when 
 disagree. However, with regard to this בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א
disagreement, one Ashkenazic גָאוֹן ruled according to בֵית יוֹסֵף. He 
was R' Aryeh Leib Gunzberg, legendary author of שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה and one 
of the 18th century’s greatest תּוֹרָה geniuses. His פְסַק (ruling) in this 
matter caused quite a stir among Ashkenazic Jews. Nevertheless, the 
Jews of Volozhin, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, faithfully 
followed his opinion. Years later, when the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s famed 
disciple, R' Chaim Volozhiner, became רָב of Volozhin, he continued to 
follow his י בִּ  .s ruling’רֶׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In the town of Volozhin, there lived a man who suffered 
from a lung disorder which was identical to that which was the 
subject of the disagreement between the בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א. The 
man decided that his condition would benefit from the rarified air of 
Switzerland and he began making plans to move his family there. 

 One night before his intended departure, this man’s father, 
who had died some years before, appeared to him in a dream. 
 “My son, I have come to warn you not to leave Volozhin. 
The illness from which you suffer is rendered life threatening by the 
 and his ruling is followed by almost the entire European — רַמָ״א
Jewry, including the Jewish community of Switzerland. 
 “It is only in the town of Volozhin that the רַמָ״א’s opinion is 
not followed, for it is there that the great שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, 
and it is he who ruled that this illness is not terminal. The שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
opinion carries great weight in Heaven. Just as the animals in 
Volozhin with this defect are deemed kosher and not mortally ill, so 
too, are you deemed capable of living many more years. 
 “However, if you move elsewhere, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
ruling is not accepted, you will die within the year.” 
 The man canceled his plans to move. He was never cured of 
his lung disorder; however, he lived into his eighties. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aaron Rokeach of Belz,  זַצַ״ל, showed tremendous 
respect to the Tchebiner רָב.  He would say that the Tchebiner רָב was 
"the דַעַת תּוֹרָה of our generation". Whenever a difficult שְאֵלָה cropped 
up, the Rebbe would command that the רָב be consulted, particularly 
if the question involved the medical field. People would come to 
receive the Rebbe's בְרָכָה for a complicated operation, and the Rebbe 
would first send them to the Tchebiner רָב to find out if such a risky 
operation was permissible according to הֲלָכָה. This was the way 
the Belzer Rebbe taught his ים ידִּ  .דַעַת תּוֹרָה the importance of חֲסִּ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

A Decision For Life

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The person who serves as the לִיחַ צִבּוּר לִיחוֹת for שְׁ  should סְׁ
preferably meet the same requirements/qualifications as 
those of the לִיחַ צִבּוּר נָׁה who serves on שְׁ יוֹם  and ראֹש הַשָׁ

 .כִפּוּר
• It is proper that the person who is a לִיחַ צִבּוּר לִיחוֹת for שְׁ  סְׁ

should try to understand the words he is saying. 
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 In the year 5682 (1922) 
the אַדְמוֹ״ר, R’ Eliezer Hager ״ל צַּ  זַּ
of Vizhnitz, author of  ק שֶּ מֶּ דַּ
ר זֶּ  was appointed to serve as ,אֱלִיעֶּ
the רָב of Viznitz. One year later 
he re-opened the famed Vizhnitz 
Yeshiva that had been destroyed 
during WWI. He developed a new 
type of learning environment. 
One innovative idea was the 
establishment of a dormitory that 
was spacious and well-kept. He 
also built ‘modern’ kitchen 
facilities for the יְשִיבָה and 
created a major fund to provide 
clothing for לְמִידִים  who could תַּ
not afford to buy for themselves. 
 Numerous לְמִידִים  of תַּ
the ר זֶּ ק אֱלִיעֶּ שֶּ מֶּ  reminisce the דַּ
endless devotion and warmth 
they received under his care. One 
wealthy donor kept a receipt 
which showed the Rebbe’s  ת כָרַּ הַּ
טוֹב  On the back, the Rebbe .הַּ
made a promise, “After 120 
years, מִשְנָיוֹת will be learned by 
יְשִיבָה לְמִידֵי הַּ  of the נְשָמָה for the תַּ
donor. Also, throughout the 
entire first year דִיש  will be קַּ
recited in her memory. Also, 
every yahrzeit the נְשָמָה will be 
remembered... Vizhnitz, 5689 

(1929)”.  Such unlimited promises 
came from a heart filled with 
unbridled love. 
 On many occasions he 
would go up to the women’s 
gallery at six o’clock in the 
morning, to look down into the 
ת to בֵית מִדְרָש פּ נַּחַּ  from those שעֶּ
לְמִידִים  who had arrived for the תַּ
pre-חֲרִית  .learning session שַּ
Towards noon he would often go 
to the kitchen to sample the food 
to make sure it was tasty enough 
for his ‘children’. Afterwards he 
would enter the dining hall to 
check that his ’children’ were 
dining in an orderly and befitting 
manner. 
 One לְמִיד  remembered תַּ
the time the Rebbe entered the 
 time, and as he מִנְחָה at בֵית מִדְרָש
looked around he asked 
someone, “where is the לְמִיד -so תַּ
and-so, I see he is not here…” Out 
of 120 לְמִידִים  he zoomed in on ,תַּ
the one that was absent.  
 My לְמִיד ק  the ,תַּ שֶּ מֶּ דַּ
ר זֶּ לְמִיד s love towards each’אֱלִיעֶּ  תַּ
remains ingrained in the hearts of 
his beloved לְמִידִים  !forever תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
בֵית   תִי בְּ הּ אֲבַקֵש: שִבְּ תִי מֵאֵת ה׳ אוֹתָׁ אַלְּ אַחַת שָׁ

מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ … ה׳ כָׁ  
One thing I asked of ה׳, that I shall seek: 

Would that I dwell in the House of ה׳ all the 
days of my life …  

The בִי״ם  observes: A person’s needs  מַלְּ
and desires are constantly changing. A 
person may need to be healed from an 
illness; another time, one may need money 
for food or to be saved from an enemy — 
every moment brings with it new needs 
and fresh requests. ְוִד הַמֶלֶך  ,however ,דָׁ
tells us that he has had only one desire: 
מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ בֵית ד׳ כָׁ תִי בְּ  Would that I — שִבְּ
dwell in the House of ה׳ all the days of my 
life, because, in reality, this request 
includes all of his desires — to serve ד׳ and 
to understand His ways. When a person is 
close to ד׳, he does not worry about any 
problem. 

Sage Sayings

A father once beseeched the then יבָה  R’ Eliezer Hager ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
 of Vizhnitz, “My son is an only child! Please keep a close זַצַ״ל
watch over him.” The Rebbe gently replied: “ יךְ האָבּ אַ הוּנדעֶרט אִׁ
ין יגעֶר זִׁ יג אײַנצִׁ  I have one hundred-twenty ‘only — אוּן צװאָנצִׁ
sons’;  ּיקט זײַן זוּן דאָ צו יר אוּן שִׁׁ יךְ אוֹיף מִׁ אַז אַ טאַטעֶ פאַרלאָזט זִׁ
 ,If a father relies on me and sends his son to learn here ,לעֶרנעֶן
ינד ים שׁוֹין מײַן אײַנציגעֶר קִׁ  then that immediately ,דאָס מאַכט אִׁ
makes him my ‘only child’!” Source: Heard around the Shabbos table 

 ,יוֹכֶבֶד and עַמְרָם — .B.C.E 1394 / 2367 אֱלוּל 7
the parents of מִרְיָם and אַהֲרֹן, had separated 
because of פַרְעֹה's decree that all male Jewish 
babies be killed. Since עַמְרָם was the leader of 
the Jewish community, other men follow suit. 
Prompted by their six-year-old daughter 
 decreed against the פַרְעֹה) s rebuke'מִרְיָם
males; you decreed against the males and the 
females), עַמְרָם remarried יוֹכֶבֶד and this union 
produced מֹשֶה, the greatest prophet of all-
time, who 80 years later would deliver the 
Jewish people out of slavery in מִצְרַיִם, and on 
to receive the תּוֹרָה at הַר סִינַי [based on the 
 was a 6-month premee, 7 מֹשֶה that מְסוֹרָה
 being 6 months and one day before 7 אֱלוּל
 was hidden for מֹשֶה .(רַשִ״י סוֹטָה יב.) 2368 אֲדָר
3 months and was floated on the Nile and 
found by the daughter of פַרְעֹה on 7 סִיוָן, the 
future date of מַתַּן תּוֹרָה]. 
 ,spies ,מְרַגְלִים B.C.E. — The 1311 / 2450 אֱלוּל 7
who slandered אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, died in the מִדְבָר, 
Desert. They suffered a plague, sickened and 
were נִפְטָר on 7 אֱלוּל. ( יד-בַמִדְבָר יג גְמָרָא סוֹטָה  ,
 was established on this תַּעֲנִית צַדִיקִים A .(לה.
day, which commemorates the fact that they 
did not merit the acceptance of their תְּשוּבָה. 
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כתיבה וחתימה טובה

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 was born in Vizhnitz to זַצַ״ל Hager הָאַדְמוֹ״ר ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר
the Rebbe, יִשְרָאֵל הָאַדְמוֹ״ר ר׳  and (אַהֲבַת יִשְרָאֵל) 
 of מַהַרְשַ״ם from the סְמִיכָה He received .הִינְדָא

Brezan and ר׳ שְלֺמֺה Engel זַצַ״ל. At age 16, he married חַוָה Heschel 
(daughter of the Kopyczynitzer Rebbe, יִצְחָק מֵאִיר ר׳  In .(הָאַדְמוֹ״ר 
1922, he became the רָב and ראֺש יְשִיבָה of Vizhnitz and also was the 
head of אַגדַֻת יִשְרָאֵל (Bokovnia, Grossvardein). He re-established the 
 and built a network of girls’ schools. In 1936 after תַלְמוּד תוֹרָה ,יְשִיבָה
his father’s פְטִירָה, he became the Rebbe. During WWII he escaped 
to Arad, Hungary, then Temeshvar and finally to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. He 
rebuilt his יְשִיבָה in Tel Aviv. A powerful orator and leader, he 
worked tirelessly for the causes of תוֹרָה and חֲסִידוּת. 

  ב׳ אלול
5652 – 5706 
1892 – 1946 

One ת בָּ ״ל Hager ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר while עֶרֶב שַׁ צַׁ  was זַׁ
finishing his review of  ד אֶחָּ א וְׁ רָּ יִם מִקְׁ נַׁ שְׁ
גּוּם רְׁ אֵל his father (the ,תַׁ רָּ ת יִשְׁ  entered (אַהֲבַׁ
the room. Unaware of what his son was 
learning, he asked him a question.  ר׳
 .immediately replied to his father אֱלִיעֶזֶר
After the אֵל רָּ ת יִשְׁ  ר׳ אֱלִיעֶזֶר ,left אַהֲבַׁ
quietly began his גּוּם רְׁ ד תַׁ אֶחָּ א וְׁ רָּ יִם מִקְׁ נַׁ  שְׁ
anew. He explained, “Answering my father 
immediately is a א תָּ יְׁ אוֹרַׁ ה דְׁ וָּ  not ,מִצְׁ
interrupting א רָּ יִם מִקְׁ נַׁ ג is my שְׁ הָּ  Nu! By restarting, I .מִנְׁ
am able to address both correctly!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

דְבָרִים יז:ט(…)הַשֹּׁפֵט אֲשֶר יִהְיֶה בַיָמִים הָהֵם … וּבָאתָ אֶל     
 And you shall come to … the judge that shall be in those days. 
  Why does the תּוֹרָה mention going to “the judge that shall 
be in those (your own) days”? Is it possible for one to be judged by a 
judge from a previous era? 
 is telling us to accept the judges תּוֹרָה explains that the רַשִ״י 
of our times even if they don’t measure up to the judges of an earlier 
era. These are our judges, entrusted with the authority to rule on 
questions of הֲלָכָה in our generation. We must respect them and abide 
by their rulings.  
 R’ Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained, we sometimes hear, “Who are 
today’s leaders? These you call גְדוֹלִים? I’ll tell you what גְדוֹלִים are. I’m 
from the old country. I saw real גְדוֹלִים.” This is the יֵצֶר הָרַע speaking. 
These are his trademark expressions! 
 Can you imagine ר׳ חַײִם Soloveitchik being challenged? Yet, 
when he became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah, students 
complained to the הַנְהָלָה. Who was this ר׳ חַײִם?  He only received his 
position because he married the granddaughter of the ֹּׁאש יְשִיבָה  of ר
Volozhin. 
 The תּוֹרָה is speaking to each generation. Look at the judges in 
your times; they are given the יָא  to handle the issues of the סִיַּעְתָּא דִשְמַּ

generation. 
 [Rav Frand’s note: The end of the story about ר׳ חַײִם is very 
interesting and is too good to omit. The resolution of the students 
uprising against ר׳ חַײִם was to bring in three famous גְדוֹלִים of the 
generation to observe ר׳ חַײִם and decide if he was worthy of giving a 
 .in the Volozhin Yeshivah שִעוּר
 on a very complex topic. He presented a שִעוּר gave a ר׳ חַײִם 
brilliant solution to a difficult passage of the רַמְבַ״ם in his יַד הַחֲזָקָה. 
Suddenly, he recalled a particular phrase in the רַמְבַ״ם’s commentary 
to the מִשְנֶה that did not fit well with his proposed solution. His שִעוּר 
didn’t work. 
 I prepared is שִעוּר slapped his lectern, and said, “The ר׳ חַײִם 
not true. The רַמְבַ״ם’s words in his מִשְנֶה commentary contradict my 
hypothesis. It is wrong.” ר׳ חַײִם then sat down. 
 The rabbis quickly rendered their decision. “He is worthy of 
giving a שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah. Any person who cares so much 
about the אֶמֶת, truth, that he is willing to suffer the embarrassment of 
admitting his own mistake in public, even when no one else noticed it, 
is surely fitting for this position.”]. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI It was a cold winter night...

The front door was unlocked, and they were 
even more shocked when they found their Rebbi 

resting on the floor of the living room.

The plumber arrived, and the 
house was already freezing.

Rabbi, I’ll be 
over within 
the hour.

It’s in the 
basement. Let 
me take you 
downstairs...

I wonder why the 
plumber’s van is 

parked outside the 
Mashgiach’s house 

so late.

All the lights are 
on in the house. Let’s 

check if everything 
is ok!

Rebbi, what’s 
going on? And why 

is Rebbi lying on 
the floor?

It’s freezing 
in here. Is 

everything ok?

...It’s just not right 
that I should sleep 

comfortably in bed while 
he is working on the 

basement floor…

Everything is fine... I 
woke up the plumber in 

the middle of the night to 
repair my heat. He had to 

get out of bed and is now 
in the basement working 

to fix the system...

This is Rabbi Feldman. I sincerely 
apologize for disturbing you so late at 

night, but this is an emergency. The heat just 
stopped working a few minutes ago, and it’s 

already getting very cold.

so, where’s 
the boiler?

 was born in Pinsk, Belarus, to R' Avrohom Shmuel and Chasha. He learned in זַצַ״ל Feldman ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ
יבָה אֺהֶל תּוֹרָה  and also developed a close ,הי״ד under R' Elchonon Bunim Wasserman (Baranovitch) יְשִׁׁ
relationship with the  ַיח שְרָאֵלר׳  ,מַשְׁגִׁ יַעֲקֺב יִׁ  Lubchansky הי״ד. In 1930, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש went to the Mir (Poland) 
where he remained for 8 years. He became a יד מֻבְהָק  who assigned him the ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz ר׳ יְרוּחָם of תַּלְמִׁ
task of setting up the ׁדְרָש  During .מוּסָר in דֶרֶךְ then travelled to Kelm to absorb their ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ .בֵית מִׁ
WWII, he was arrested and sent to Siberia. In 1945, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש married רְיָם  Lieberman, a granddaughter מִׁ
of the ים בְרֵי חַיִׁ  ר׳ מָרְדְכַי After the war, he was appointed to serve together with .זַצַ״ל of Sanz דִׁ
Pogramansky זַצַ״ל as a מְנַהֵל in a יבָה קְטַנָה  moved to America ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ ,in Versailles, France.  In 1950 יְשִׁׁ
and was invited by R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz זַצַ״ל to serve as י יחַ רוּחָנִׁ  of Mir (Brooklyn). He delivered מַשְׁגִׁ
ים עוּר from the Alter of Kelm and never missed or repeated a חָכְמָה וּמוּסָר in וַעַדִׁ  .for close to 30 years שִׁׁ

He was the surrogate 'father' of his ים ידִׁ  .of Europe מוּסָר and served as a bridge to the Kelmer תַּלְמִׁ
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