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"7 9TIT1 "TIT7 AN - 717N, Elul is
an abbreviation for: | am for my
Beloved and my Beloved is for me.

As Elul begins, we need to clarify:
What is the Avoda of Elul!

Let us turn to a Chazal that will
help us answer this question:

The Midrash in Shir Hashirim
Rabba [5,2] on the Pasuk, The
sound of my Beloved One knocks
and says, ‘Open up for Me...
brings: R. Yeisa said, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu says to Am Yisrael, ‘My
children, make for me an opening
of Teshuva the size of the eye of a
needle, and then | will make open
for you gateways that wagons and
carts can pass through!'.

With Hashem’'s help, we will
explain this Pasuk and Midrash:

At some point, Am Yisrael 'closed
the door’ on Dveikus to Hashem
and following His ways. Then,
Hashem, in His infinite kindness,
'knocks on the door’ and Am
Yisrael comes to its senses and
wants to ‘open the door’. But the
Yeitzer Hara stands in the way,
constantly trying to distract us
and making this seem too difficult.
This leads one to, Chas V'Shalom,
continue sliding further down in
Ruchniyus, making the Teshuva

What is the Avoda of Elul?

process all the more difficult.

Yet Hashem does not give up on
us!

Hashem says: all you need to do
is make the tiniest opening of
Teshuva (for example, learning
Mussar 5 minutes every day -
Rabbeinu Gershon Edelstein zt"l),
that will go unnoticed by the Yetzer
Hara. Then Hashem will fling open
the gates and make for you huge
entrances, and not only that, but
will also make many entrances,
not only one. This means that you
will have varied and substantial
opportunities to return to full
Avodas Hashem!

Let us consider: We open the
door of Teshuva just a crack and
Hashem makes from that a huge
gate many thousands of times as
large! If a reliable financial adviser
approached us with an investment
of such potential gains, would we
not grab it? And let us remember:
Chazal are even more reliable
than advisers!

The Avoda - and opportunity — of
Elul is to make that initial effort of
opening the heart.

Chazal tell us: Believe the one
who says, ‘I toiled (in Torah) and
got results’. If the Jew initiates
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a learning project (such as a
Mesechta), Hashem will help
him complete it. If I am for my
Beloved (even in small amounts),
my Beloved will be for me (in
immeasurably larger amounts).

The Pasuk in Koheles [4,13] says:
Better is the child who is weak but
wise, than the king who is mature
but a fool. Rashi explains '9 7v
Chazal that ‘the child’ alludes to
the Yeitzer Hatov and ‘the king’
alludes to the Yeitzer Hara.

The Yeitzer Hara is infamous for
his cunning in leading people to
fall. But there is one critical point
that the Yeitzer Hara is a fool
about. He does not know that if
the Jew uses his Bechira to choose
to follow the Yeitzer Hatov, he will
receive huge Divine Assistance to
purify himself. Darchei Kedusha
are foreign to the the Yeitzer Hara,
who knows only about Tumah and
uncleanliness.

Let us do our partin this wondrous
month of Rachamim and Selichos,
Elul, to attain the Ani L'Dodi. We
will then merit the Dodi Li, and
Divine Assistance for the entire
coming year, Amein.

K'siva V'Chasima Tova!

Join Rabbi Yechiel Novick for a weekly shiur in Avos D'Rabbi Nosson

sunday nights 9:30 - 10:00pm (New York time) \\\\\ via zoom

For more zoom info, to be added to shiur email list or any other questions
contact Alex Levy ¢ 6462069461 ¢+ alex07055@gmail.com

Alexander Levy
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