AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA
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Torah[ houghts

(N:> ©27) DNYUNY2 DNHIN NNY Y 77 DD
Carve for yourself two stone Tablets like the first ones
T instructs 121 NYH to replace the two niMY which he

shattered. These mniM> contained the n27D Mvy, Ten
Commandments. Apparently, the replacement nim> represented a
pivotal moment for YN Y93, since, when NWn shattered the first
niMY, 7 concurred with his decision. This is evinced in the closing P09
of the MIR (2:75 ©M27), Y2 >PYY NYH NYY WX ... NRIND T30 9ON
YN — And by all the strong hand ... that 7¥b performed before the
eyes of all 5x3>. The NpRyND M, strong hand, is in reference to NYn's
shattering of the miMY, to which 7 responded, R12VY 703 9¥» — You
should be strengthened (thank you) for breaking the 19n32. As this 109
represents the conclusion of the anay nim, Written Law, it would
suggest that NYn imparted a critical lesson to the nation — one so
important that it concludes the n7im. Furthermore, the last P09 in the
177 should be sort of a conclusion which projects a summation of the
17IM, what it represents and what it should mean to us. If so, what is
the lesson we are to derive from the breaking of the nimb>?

R' Gedaliah Eisenman Y781 (n7im 9ip nvnN), suggests that,
by his actions, n¥n alluded that one should not rely on hypothesis,
conjecture, hearsay, before reaching a decision to take action. He must
see with his own two eyes and then draw a conclusion. ' informed
nWn that the nation has sinned egregiously — by creating a molten idol.
T instructed NYn to descend from Heaven and return to the people.
When our leader returned, he saw the level of moral decay to which
the nation had plummeted, and he shattered the ninb.
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Yahrtzeits s Gedolim «~SG\)

AN 0N ¥72R' Chaim Soloveitchik 5783, the son of the »9n 03, M
5613 — 56781371 q0i, was born in Volozhin. When he was still a
1853 — 1918 young child, his father became 17 of Slutsk. At age
20, He married Lifsha, daughter of the n2>¥» ¥N~ of Volozhin,

”
D181 NPAY U7 (son-in-law of the 2°%)). In 1880, he took over as
n2v YN of Volozhin, a position he held until the n2>w» was forced
to close in 1892. He moved to Brisk, where he succeeded his father
as 27. Among his most famous D>nYH were 5783 X227 Iya 702 1,
273} ORPY 1WRY 1, 78T IR 1071 IR T and INDIYONN NODR
TN, His 07an7n %Y 070 127 P¥ITn, and ©7Yn DY N0 OVITN
(printed by o>nYm) are classics that changed the world of m7im
and his 7951 777 is used by ni2>¥» to this very day.
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The glaring question is what took him so long to act? Did he
0WY) on doubt 7? If the Al-mighty said the nation had sinned, no
room for debate existed. n¥h taught us a powerful lesson: A judge
does not issue his verdict until he sees with his own two eyes. nyn
personally did not have to see the outrage, but he needed to teach a
lesson. Thus, he waited until he saw, and then he acted.

Alternatively, n¥n was certain that, when 7 said the nation
had strayed, they had, indeed, sinned. nvn felt, however, that perhaps
he could inspire them to do n23Wwn. When nyh returned and saw all
the revelry that surrounded the idol worship, he realized that they had
gone beyond the point of return. To gravitate toward the idol as a
result of depression, and fear over losing their leader (who in their
minds was late in returning) still allowed for hope of a return to
observance. When n¥h saw them dancing gleefully before their idol,
he acknowledged that they were not worthy of the nimb.

nYn was imparting the lesson of NNRY, joy, accompanying
an endeavor. As long as the sin of the anin Y)Y was simple rebellion,
pure idol worship provoked by whatever fantasy entered their minds,
they had hope of returning. Once joy was added to the equation, it
was a sin from which they could not return. The flipside is, when joy
accompanies a positive endeavor, when one’s n7im  study is
accompanied by a deep-rooted sense of joy and gratitude to ', the
bond is inexorable. NnYn taught us how to study n7im so that we
become inseparable from it. This was the lesson to be derived from
the breaking of the ninY. It is this lesson that appropriately concludes

the ﬂ')1ﬂ. Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum)

Gedolim Glimpses S

R' Chaim Soloveitchik 9”8t’s genius in N7im is
well known; however, his 7pn was of similar
lofty caliber, thus the words Tpnn 17,
teacher of kindness, are inscribed on

his nagn. His home was open to all.

People would hang notices on his walls as
they would on a shul notice board. When "

many homes were destroyed by a huge ‘

fire in 1895, he devoted himself to raising b
funds for the survivors. He insisted on sleeping

in shul. He could not sleep in his bed as long as there
were people without a permanent home!
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Now, Israel, what does Hashem, your G-d, ask of you? On/y
to fear Hashem, your G-d, to go in all His ways and to love Him, and to
serve Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart and all your soul.

In connection with the above verse, the ©»n \an cites »90:
“These are the ways of Hashem [in which a Jew is commanded to go],
as it is written, ‘Hashem, G-d, Compassionate and Gracious ...” Just as
/77 is called Compassionate and Gracious, so too, should you be
compassionate and gracious, doing favors for all without any thought
of remuneration ...

“All this is for our own benefit, as the next verse concludes,
‘[To observe the commandments of Hashem ...] for your benefit.” To
the degree with which one utilizes the attributes of goodness and
kindness throughout his life, to that same degree will he merit a flow
of goodness and abundant kindness from the Holy One, Blessed is He,
all his life.”

Yitzchak was sure that he had made it across the
intersection before the light turned red. Of course, the police officer
disagreed. Well, Yitzchak told himself, he would fight this ticket and
he might even win.

He called the Motor Vehicles Bureau to arrange for a
hearing. Not wanting to miss work, Yitzchak made sure to get the
earliest appointment possible, at 8:40 in the morning. He arrived at
the hearing room early, and took a seat in the front row.

At 8:40, the judge, an elderly black gentleman, looked
around the filled room and began the proceedings. The judge called
out someone’s name — but it was not Yitzchak’s. Yitzchak grew more
upset as the judge proceeded to call a number of others ahead of
him. The judge seemed to be quite unforgiving; virtually everyone
was found guilty after the officer stated his side of the story.

“What is going on here?” Yitzchak thought. “Is this guy an
anti-Semite that he’s making me wait for last? Judging by what I've
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been seeing, he’s sure to find me guilty. I'll be late to work and all I got
for it was aggravation!”

By 9:40 there was no one left but Yitzchak. When his name
was called, he came forward and stated his case: he had crossed the
intersection when the light had changed from green to yellow.

The judge motioned to the officer, who left the room
quietly. The judge shut the microphone and tape recorder. There was
no one left in the room besides the judge and a confused, nervous
Yitzchak.

The judge leaned forward and said, “I'll take your word for
it, because a person like yourself has it coming to him.” Yitzchak did
not understand.

“You don’t recognize me?” asked the judge. When Yitzchak
replied in the negative, the judge reached into his pocket and
withdrew a subway-and-bus token which he handed to Yitzchak.

“I've been waiting four years to return this to you,” he said.

Then, Yitzchak remembered ...

It was late one wet, wintry night and Yitzchak and his wife
were driving home. As precipitation took the form of snow showers,
the couple noticed an elderly black gentleman struggling to push his
stalled car off the road. Yitzchak pulled over to the side of the road,
and offered his services to the very appreciative man. After they
pushed the car into a legal parking space, Yitzchak invited the man
into his car. As they attempted to overtake the bus that would take
him home, the gentleman mentioned that he did not have the exact
change needed for the bus fare. Yitzchak handed him a subway-and-
bus token. The man looked at Yitzchak in amazement at the extent of
his kindness toward him. They overtook the bus and the man
expressed his thanks before alighting from the car.

“I was waiting for the day when | would meet my Jewish
friend with the yarmulke,” the judge now said, “and that day has
finally come. | will never forget the kindness that you showed me.”

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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W Questions ¢ week

Thank you to all the readers that have taken the time to submit some
common mistakes in reading that will be a surprise to most of us. Please
continue to fax (7185069633)/email (thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com)
any reading errors you would like to share. For example, please read the
following (readers submissions) and then look at the explanation below:
1) In many places, we say the words: .y7[ioIn D2iyY " ...

2) At the end of ©Tin, we end off with the word niNYADINYINS

3) At the end of the third A9, we say: ... NI DY YN ...
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“This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read
from your 7o to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious nivon.

Halacha

Corner
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wishing them a N2iv MYNN) NN3.

1.What are the first words that parents should teach their child
when the child begins talking?

2.Where is there a reference in the min to onnD MNR —
resurrection of the dead?
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e During the month of %9, one should write, either at the e There is a a0 to blow the 191¥ each weekday morning of
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend,

2N after the 732y finishes mnNV. If one davens alone, he
does not blow 191v.

Reviewed by R Gedalyahu Eckstein

*Since we only discuss a few miavn, it isimportant to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.
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Dear Talmid,

R'" Chaim Leib Balgley
was born and raised in Brisk,
where his father, apy> »270 M,
was very close to o»n M
Soloveitchik Y783. Below is a
personal story that R' Chaim Leib
shared:

“An uncle of mine who
was in business had once made a
large shipment deep into Russia.
Through some mishap, it seemed
that his merchandise was
apparently lost. The value of the
lost goods was enough that, if
they could not be retrieved, it
would have thrown my uncle into
bankruptcy. He sought help from
o»n M, who advised him to
whom he should speak and what
to do to recover his money. My
uncle  followed ©»n M's
suggestions and  successfully
recovered his entire money.

“On his way home, my
uncle stopped in to ©»n M's
home to thank him. o»n M
listened and was extremely
happy with the results. My uncle
then took out a large sum of
money, placed the gold coins in a
kerchief, and gave it to o»n M
telling him that it was 2vyn (a
donation to NP1y, a percentage

SageSayings

of the recovered goods). ©»n M
thanked him and shared a 927
N7R with him. In the midst of
their conversation, a poor man
came by and explained his
situation and his desperate need
for a large sum of money and
asked for a donation. ©»n 1 took
the entire sum of money and
gave it to the poor man.”

It is also said that ©»n
was once having an important
meeting with members of the ma
V7. An %Y, poor man, came into
the room, ignoring everyone he
went over straight to the couch,
plunked himself down and fell
fast asleep. ©»n ’m warned
everyone there not to disturb the
Y.

My 7’)9'?]3, to o»n M,
every My had to be
accomplished as if this was the
only Ms»n he was commanded to
do in his entire life. Every
individual myn was the only Mmyn
in the world and this was the last
opportunity to perform it! This
was the way he learned n7im too.
Everything had to be done to
perfection!

172 123 O
mDT3, Your »a9

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission)

R' Chaim Soloveitchik, Y783, a genius in N7im and ToN,
encouraged his D 0Y7 by telling them, “ VY P2 N
20Y22) O AWMN DR 2 NP WP 0NN WMNR — A
thief is not one who knows how to steal; a thief is one
who steals. XM IWIMN VYY) DN DIN TR X PIX VPN
10)TY0 DN IWIN DN DN TNYR X WYY WP — So, too,
a 0onN TNYM is not one who knows how to learn, a YN

4

02N is one who learns

Source: Heard around the Shabbos table
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Understanding
Davening

(V1D DONN) ... WY IMN D NS
A psalm of David,

/77is my light and my salvation ...
It is a widely accepted » to recite this
779 in ©%nn from 95N ¥TIN WNI through
nyY >rny. This i is based on the
v which explains: »iX'n — 77 is my
light, refers to mwn WX, 'y¥ — and my
salvation, refers to 9393 DY, N5 M9Y> —
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to
N20. The implication is that on MYn YNy,
'n helps us see the light and gives us the
opportunity to do N23¥n. On 9193 O9, 'N
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins.
When the 210 0¥ of N2 arrives, we have
been forgiven for our sins; 'n shelters us
from our enemies and other dangers, just
as 'n sheltered our forefathers when they
were in the 7271 — Wilderness.

This Week in Hit Wy

18 ax on 5689 / 1929 — vesaww of 113
victims of the yinan pogrom in 1929 T n.
Arab riots and assaults against Jews broke out
in 0217 and spread throughout YN YN
killing 133 Jews, 0. False rumors -- fueled
by inflammatory sermons in the mosques --
declared that the Jews were preparing to take
control of the holy places, and that Jews were
carrying out "wholesale killings of Arabs."
Muslims mobs went on the attack, killing 17
Jews in ©9¥ and 20 in nay. The worst
atrocities occurred in yi72n, where the Arabs
rioted for three days amid cries of "Slaughter
the Jews." Only one British policeman guarded
the entire city and was powerless to stop the
rampage. 67 Jews including 12 Americans
were murdered in the massacre in y1720 N2>¥>
while hundreds of others, were injured and
maimed. They also burned down many
homes, and burned and damaged n7in »M9D
and NYTR >V nYR. The remaining Jews fled to
¥, and the ancient Jewish community of
11720, which had lived in relative peace in the
city for hundreds of years, was not revived
until after Israel's capture of yi72n in the 1967
Six Day war. The ©»nn 92 records that
without ©MmVY >IN the Arabs would have
killed all the Jews in Sx7¥> XIX.
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RAV AVRAHAM CHAIM 8RIM ARRIVED AT A WEDDING.
WHEN THE BAND MEMBERS NOTICED HIM, THEY
SWITCHED TO ONE OF RAV BRIM’S FAVORITE SONEGS.

THE BACHUR ON
THE STAGE JUST
STOPPED SINGING.

| THE CROWD WAS DANCING WITH RENEWED JOY...

WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE
BACHUR WHO WAS SINGING
BEFORE I CAME IN?

REBBI, I DION'T EVEN
NOTICE THAT THERE WAS
SOMEONE SINGING.

RAV BRIM WALKED AROLIND THE
HALL INSTEAD OF LEAVING.

EXCUSE ME! MAYBE YOU
RECALL WHO THE BACHUR
WAS WHO WAS SINGING
BEFORE I CAME IN?

SORRY, REBE,
I WAS NOT REALLY
PAYING ATTENTION TO
THE SINGING.

FINALLY, AFTER THE WEDDING WAS OVER, RAV
BRIM DISCOVERED THE IDENTITY OF THE BACHUR.

=

PLEASE, I BEG YOUR
FORGIVENESS FOR THE
DISTRESS I CAUSED WHEN
I CAME IN.

WHAT'S THAT?
WHAT DOES REBSI
MEAN? T WASN'T HURT AT
ALL 8Y RERBBI'S ARRIVAL.
THE SIMCHA WAS SO
MUCH GREATER!

YOU WERE SINGING
SOMETHING ELSE, AND

WHEN T ARRIVED YOU WERE
INTERRUPTED IN THE MIDDLE
OF THE SONG...

REBSBI, THIS IS THE
WAY IT ALWAYS GOES
AT CHASUNAHS..,
NOTHING HAPPENED!

/ é' CHAIM PERSISTED.., ,3£uﬂ)

IT DOESN'T MAKE IT RIGHT
JUST BECAUSE EVERYONE
DOES IT .. PLEASE, T ASK FOR OF COURSE, T'M
YOUR FORGIVENESS AND HOPE MOICHEL... AMEIN!
THAT I WILL 8E ABLE TO SHARE /
IN YOUR SIMCHA!

NN %270 IN HIS TIME.

0N DNIAN ' BRIM D718Y WAS BORN IN DY) TO T 22T ' AND 1Y) NDD NP7 (NEE ROKEACH). HE LEARNED
IN DN ‘()’ NV AND WAS A PN ‘T’D‘)ﬂ OF ©’ ISSER ZALMAN MELTZER brm LATER HE WAS A 72 32 AND TN
PNAn OF THE b”Xt WIN I, IN HIS YOUTH, HE AND HIS BROTHER YYIN) 1 FOUNDED THE BOYANER bb’D IN D’b\’)ﬂ’
A FEW YEARS AFTER HE MARRIED 279N NNNY, THE DAUGHTER OF 52’{7\1)’ M TOISIG (T AND PI8 NN AS WELL A5
A D) IN MATTERSDORF), HE BECAME A D”ﬁ IN 77‘[13‘30 nw (7'1:! 2)a2> AND Pn 3'1:1’\’)’ (D"?\’)ﬁ’) LATER HE
FOLINDED 2PY> DN N2V (P12 )2, D?N DNIIN 1 'SPENT SEVERAL YEARS IN AMERICA AS n2Y 'UNY OF SKVER.
DURING THE 731\')31 Al 3'1'1\’))’ IN' AMERICA, HE DAVENED IN THE SKVERER N2V, WHERE THE '11)3‘TN OF SKVER INSISTED
THAT HE SERVE THERE AS N29M Yya, AND WAS OFTEN INVITED TO SPEAK AT BM& IN LAKEWOOD, DELIVERING RAvZ)al
1OYINY THERE. RETLIRNING TO D"J\’))‘\’ R’ 8RIM FOLUNDED THE 9DV 12VN 9910, HE WAS KNOWN AS AN "y, '7 'r:nv
AND WITH HIS FOUNDING OF THE -rnn NYY NETWORK, DN DNIIN ') BRIM IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE GREAT
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Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nnn.




