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R' Chaim Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, the son of the וִי ית הַלֵּ ר׳  ,בֵּ
ף דוֹב  was born in Volozhin. When he was still a ,יוֹסֵּ
young child, his father became רָב of Slutsk. At age 

20, He married Lifsha, daughter of the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה of Volozhin,  ר׳
ל שַׁפִירָא זַצַ״ל  In 1880, he took over as .(נְצִי״ב son-in-law of the) רְפָאֵּ
 was forced יְשִׁיבָה of Volozhin, a position he held until the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
to close in 1892. He moved to Brisk, where he succeeded his father 
as רָב. Among his most famous תַלְמִידִים were ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר לִבָבִיץ זַצַ״ל, 
ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן װאַסעֶרמאַן  and ר׳ אִיסֶר זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל ,ר׳ שִׁמְעוֹן שׁקאָף זַצַ״ל
ינוּ חַיִים עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם His .הי״ד י רַבֵּ י הַגְרַ״ח עַל הַשַׁ״ס and ,חִדּוּשֵּׁ  חִדּוּשֵּׁ
(printed by תַלְמִידִים) are classics that changed the world of תוֹרָה 
and his דֶרֶךְ הַלִמּוּד is used by יְשִׁיבוֹת to this very day.  

  מנחם אב כ״א
5613 – 5678 
1853 – 1918 

R' Chaim Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל’s genius in תּוֹרָה is 
well known; however, his חֶסֶד was of similar 
lofty caliber, thus the words רַב הַחֶסֶד, 
teacher of kindness, are inscribed on 
his בָה  .His home was open to all .מַצֵּ
People would hang notices on his walls as 
they would on a shul notice board. When 
many homes were destroyed by a huge 
fire in 1895, he devoted himself to raising 
funds for the survivors. He insisted on sleeping 
in shul. He could not sleep in his bed as long as there 
were people without a permanent home! 
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בָרִים י:א(   נֵי לֻחֹת אֲבָנִים כָרִאשֹנִים )דְּ ךָ שְּ סׇל לְּ  פְּ
  Carve for yourself two stone Tablets like the first ones  
ה רַבֵינוּ instructs ד׳   which he לוּחוֹת to replace the two מֹשֶׁ
shattered. These לוּחוֹת contained the רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׁ  Ten ,עֲשֶׁ
Commandments. Apparently, the replacement לוּחוֹת represented a 
pivotal moment for רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ ה since, when ,כְּ  shattered the first מֹשֶׁ
 פָסוּק concurred with his decision. This is evinced in the closing ד׳ ,לוּחוֹת
of the בָרִים לד:יב) תּוֹרָה כֹל הַיָד הַחֲזָקָה  ,(דְּ עֵינֵי כׇל … וּלְּ ה לְּ ר עָשָה מֹשֶׁ אֲשֶׁ
רָאֵל ה And by all the strong hand … that — יִשְּ  performed before the מֹשֶׁ
eyes of all רָאֵל ה strong hand, is in reference to ,יָד הַחֲזָקָה The .יִשְּ  s’מֹשֶׁ
shattering of the לוּחוֹת, to which ד׳ responded,  ָּת שִבַרְּ  You — יִישַר כֹחֲךָ שֶׁ
should be strengthened (thank you) for breaking the לוּחוֹת. As this פָסוּק 
represents the conclusion of the תַב בִכְּ  Written Law, it would ,תּוֹרָה שֶׁ
suggest that ה  imparted a critical lesson to the nation – one so מֹשֶׁ
important that it concludes the תּוֹרָה. Furthermore, the last פָסוּק in the 
 should be sort of a conclusion which projects a summation of the תּוֹרָה
 what it represents and what it should mean to us. If so, what is ,תּוֹרָה
the lesson we are to derive from the breaking of the לוּחוֹת? 
 R' Gedaliah Eisenman גִיחַ קוֹל תּוֹרָה) זַצַ״ל  ,suggests that ,(מַשְּ
by his actions, ה  ,alluded that one should not rely on hypothesis מֹשֶׁ
conjecture, hearsay, before reaching a decision to take action. He must 
see with his own two eyes and then draw a conclusion. ד׳ informed 
ה  .that the nation has sinned egregiously – by creating a molten idol מֹשֶׁ
ה instructed ד׳  .to descend from Heaven and return to the people מֹשֶׁ
When our leader returned, he saw the level of moral decay to which 
the nation had plummeted, and he shattered the לוּחוֹת. 

 The glaring question is what took him so long to act? Did he 
שָלוֹם  If the Al-mighty said the nation had sinned, no ?ד׳ doubt חַס וְּ
room for debate existed. ה  taught us a powerful lesson: A judge מֹשֶׁ
does not issue his verdict until he sees with his own two eyes. ה  מֹשֶׁ
personally did not have to see the outrage, but he needed to teach a 
lesson. Thus, he waited until he saw, and then he acted. 
 Alternatively, ה  said the nation ד׳ was certain that, when מֹשֶׁ
had strayed, they had, indeed, sinned. ה  felt, however, that perhaps מֹשֶׁ
he could inspire them to do שוּבָה ה When .תְּּ  returned and saw all מֹשֶׁ
the revelry that surrounded the idol worship, he realized that they had 
gone beyond the point of return. To gravitate toward the idol as a 
result of depression, and fear over losing their leader (who in their 
minds was late in returning) still allowed for hope of a return to 
observance. When ה  ,saw them dancing gleefully before their idol מֹשֶׁ
he acknowledged that they were not worthy of the לוּחוֹת.   
ה  חָה was imparting the lesson of מֹשֶׁ  joy, accompanying ,שִמְּ
an endeavor. As long as the sin of the ל הַזָהָב  ,was simple rebellion עֵגֶׁ
pure idol worship provoked by whatever fantasy entered their minds, 
they had hope of returning. Once joy was added to the equation, it 
was a sin from which they could not return. The flipside is, when joy 
accompanies a positive endeavor, when one’s תּוֹרָה study is 
accompanied by a deep-rooted sense of joy and gratitude to ד׳, the 
bond is inexorable. ה  so that we תּוֹרָה taught us how to study מֹשֶׁ
become inseparable from it. This was the lesson to be derived from 
the breaking of the לוּחוֹת. It is this lesson that appropriately concludes 
the תּוֹרָה. Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI Rav Avraham Chaim Brim arrived at a wedding. 
When the band members noticed him, they 

switched to one of Rav Brim’s favorite songs.

Rav Brim walked around the 
hall instead of leaving.

R’ Chaim persisted…

Finally, after the wedding was over, Rav 
Brim discovered the identity of the bachur.

The crowd was dancing with renewed joy…

The bachur on 
the stage just 

stopped singing.

What is the name of the 
bachur who was singing 

before I came in?

Rebbi, I didn’t even 
notice that there was 

someone singing.

Excuse me! Maybe you 
recall who the bachur 
was who was singing 

before I came in? Sorry, Rebbi, 
I was not really 

paying attention to 
the singing.

Please, I beg your 
forgiveness for the 

distress I caused when 
I came in.

What’s that? 
What does Rebbi 

mean? I wasn’t hurt at 
all by Rebbi’s arrival. 

The simcha was so 
much greater!

it doesn’t make it right 
just because everyone 

does it … please, I ask for 
your forgiveness and hope 
that I will be able to share 

in your simcha!

You were singing 
something else, and 

when I arrived you were 
interrupted in the middle 

of the song… Of course, I’m 
moichel… amein!

Rebbi, this is the 
way it always goes 

at chasunahs… 
nothing happened!

5682-5762 1922-2002 rst v"f

ים ם was born in זַצַ״ל Brim ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ ד to יְרוּשָלַיִּ י and ר׳ מָרְדְכַי דָוִּ יבָא נָעֳמִּ ינְדָא לִּ  He learned .(nee Rokeach) הִּ
in ים יבַת עֵץ חַיִּ יד מֻבְהָק and was a יְשִּ ת Later he was a .זַצַ"ל of R' Isser Zalman Meltzer תַלְמִּ ן בַיִּ יד  and בֶּ תַלְמִּ
יש זַצַ״ל of the מֻבְהָק ם in כּוֹלֵל founded the Boyaner ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ  In his youth, he and his brother .חֲזוֹן אִּ  .יְרוּשָלַיִּ
A few years after he married ינדל שְרָאֵל the daughter of ,רֻחָמָה הִּ ק and דַיָן) Toisig ר׳ יִּ דֶּ ה צֶּ  as well as מוֹרֶּ
a רַ״ם in Mattersdorf), he became a רַ״ם in יבַת סלַבוֹדְקָה יר and (בְנֵי בְרַק) יְשִּ יבַת מִּ ם) יְשִּ  Later he .(יְרוּשָלַיִּ
founded ל יַעֲקֺב יבַת אֺהֶּ ים .(בְנֵי בְרַק) יְשִּ יבָה spent several years in America as ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ  .of Skver ראֺש יְשִּ
During the ת יְמֵי תְשוּבָה רֶּ יבָה in America, he davened in the Skverer עַשֶּ  of Skver insisted אַדְמוֹר where the ,יְשִּ
that he serve there as לָה מוּסָר  and was often invited to speak at BMG in Lakewood, delivering ,בַעַל תְפִּ
סן ם there. Returning to שמוּעֶּ שְכַּן יוֹסֵף R' Brim founded the ,יְרוּשָלַיִּ לוּי He was known as an .כּוֹלֵל מִּ  עוֹבֵד ד׳ ,עִּ
and with his founding of the עוּרֵי תוֹרָה ים ,network שִּ  Brim is considered one of the great ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ

יצֵי תוֹרָה  .in his time מַרְבִּ
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Thank you to all the readers that have taken the time to submit some 
common mistakes in reading that will be a surprise to most of us. Please 
continue to fax (7185069633)/email (thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com) 
any reading errors you would like to share. For example, please read the 
following (readers submissions) and then look at the explanation below: 
1) In many places, we say the words:  …[ַי לְעוֹלָם ח [דּוֹ.סְ|זְְכִּ   
2) At the end of ים ת הוֹדָאוֹת|הַ הוֹדוֹלְ  we end off with the word ,מוֹדִּ  
3) At the end of the third ּהַלְלוּקָה, we say:   …ְעַל אֶרֶץ הודו…  

1) Correct: ֹחַסְדּו, with a ס; incorrect: ֹחַזְדּו with a 2 .ז) Correct: the בְרָכָה at the conclusion 
of ִּים נָאֶה ends with the words מוֹד לְ   הוֹדוֹ ִּים דְרַבָנָן ;ת הַ  ends with מוֹד הוֹדָאוֹ  a word which) ת
also appears in ִּשְתַבַח  meaning give הוֹדוּ :meaning His glory; incorrect הוֹדוֹ :Correct (3 .(י
thanks. 
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1. What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking? 

2. Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead? 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב  .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2. The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21). 
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ל  לֶכֶת בְכָּ ה אֶת ה׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ לָּ ךְ כִי אִם לְיִרְאָּ ה ה׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ שֺׁאֵל מֵעִמָּ אֵל מָּ ה יִשְרָּ וְעַתָּ
רִים י:יב( ל נַפְשֶךָ )דְבָּ בְךָ וּבְכָּ ל לְבָּ ה אֺׁתוֹ וְלַעֲבֺׁד אֶת ה׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ בְכָּ יו וּלְאַהֲבָּ כָּ  דְרָּ

 Now, Israel, what does Hashem, your G-d, ask of you? Only 
to fear Hashem, your G-d, to go in all His ways and to love Him, and to 
serve Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart and all your soul. 
 In connection with the above verse, the פֵץ חַיִים  :סִפְרִי cites חָּ
“These are the ways of Hashem [in which a Jew is commanded to go], 
as it is written, ‘Hashem, G-d, Compassionate and Gracious ...’ Just as 
 is called Compassionate and Gracious, so too, should you be ה׳
compassionate and gracious, doing favors for all without any thought 
of remuneration ... 
 “All this is for our own benefit, as the next verse concludes, 
‘[To observe the commandments of Hashem ...] for your benefit.’ To 
the degree with which one utilizes the attributes of goodness and 
kindness throughout his life, to that same degree will he merit a flow 
of goodness and abundant kindness from the Holy One, Blessed is He, 
all his life.” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Yitzchak was sure that he had made it across the 
intersection before the light turned red. Of course, the police officer 
disagreed. Well, Yitzchak told himself, he would fight this ticket and 
he might even win. 
 He called the Motor Vehicles Bureau to arrange for a 
hearing. Not wanting to miss work, Yitzchak made sure to get the 
earliest appointment possible, at 8:40 in the morning. He arrived at 
the hearing room early, and took a seat in the front row. 
 At 8:40, the judge, an elderly black gentleman, looked 
around the filled room and began the proceedings. The judge called 
out someone’s name — but it was not Yitzchak’s. Yitzchak grew more 
upset as the judge proceeded to call a number of others ahead of 
him. The judge seemed to be quite unforgiving; virtually everyone 
was found guilty after the officer stated his side of the story. 
 “What is going on here?” Yitzchak thought. “Is this guy an 
anti-Semite that he’s making me wait for last? Judging by what I’ve 

been seeing, he’s sure to find me guilty. I’ll be late to work and all I got 
for it was aggravation!” 
 By 9:40 there was no one left but Yitzchak. When his name 
was called, he came forward and stated his case: he had crossed the 
intersection when the light had changed from green to yellow.  
 The judge motioned to the officer, who left the room 
quietly. The judge shut the microphone and tape recorder. There was 
no one left in the room besides the judge and a confused, nervous 
Yitzchak.  
 The judge leaned forward and said, “I’ll take your word for 
it, because a person like yourself has it coming to him.” Yitzchak did 
not understand.  
 “You don’t recognize me?” asked the judge. When Yitzchak 
replied in the negative, the judge reached into his pocket and 
withdrew a subway-and-bus token which he handed to Yitzchak. 
 “I’ve been waiting four years to return this to you,” he said. 
 Then, Yitzchak remembered … 
 It was late one wet, wintry night and Yitzchak and his wife 
were driving home. As precipitation took the form of snow showers, 
the couple noticed an elderly black gentleman struggling to push his 
stalled car off the road. Yitzchak pulled over to the side of the road, 
and offered his services to the very appreciative man. After they 
pushed the car into a legal parking space, Yitzchak invited the man 
into his car. As they attempted to overtake the bus that would take 
him home, the gentleman mentioned that he did not have the exact 
change needed for the bus fare. Yitzchak handed him a subway-and-
bus token. The man looked at Yitzchak in amazement at the extent of 
his kindness toward him. They overtook the bus and the man 
expressed his thanks before alighting from the car. 
 “I was waiting for the day when I would meet my Jewish 
friend with the yarmulke,” the judge now said, “and that day has 
finally come. I will never forget the kindness that you showed me.” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

To Go In His Ways

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During the month of אֶלוּל, one should write, either at the 
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, 
wishing them a חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה תִיבָה וְּ  .כְּ

• There is a הָג  each weekday morning of שׁוֹפָר to blow the מִנְּ
חֲרִית finishes צִבּוּר after the אֶלוּל  If one davens alone, he .שַׁׁ
does not blow שׁוֹפָר. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear  Talmid, 
 R' Chaim Leib Balgley 
was born and raised in Brisk, 
where his father, ר׳ מָרְדְכַי יַעֲקֹב, 
was very close to ים  ר׳ חַיִּ
Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל. Below is a 
personal story that R' Chaim Leib 
shared: 
 “An uncle of mine who 
was in business had once made a 
large shipment deep into Russia. 
Through some mishap, it seemed 
that his merchandise was 
apparently lost. The value of the 
lost goods was enough that, if 
they could not be retrieved, it 
would have thrown my uncle into 
bankruptcy. He sought help from 
ים  who advised him to ,ר׳ חַיִּ
whom he should speak and what 
to do to recover his money. My 
uncle followed ים  s’ר׳ חַיִּ
suggestions and successfully 
recovered his entire money. 
 “On his way home, my 
uncle stopped in to ים  s’ר׳ חַיִּ
home to thank him. ים  ר׳ חַיִּ
listened and was extremely 
happy with the results. My uncle 
then took out a large sum of 
money, placed the gold coins in a 
kerchief, and gave it to ים  ר׳ חַיִּ
telling him that it was ר  a) מַעֲשֵׂ
donation to צְדָקָה, a percentage 

of the recovered goods). ים  ר׳ חַיִּ
thanked him and shared a  דְבַר
 with him. In the midst of תּוֹרָה
their conversation, a poor man 
came by and explained his 
situation and his desperate need 
for a large sum of money and 
asked for a donation. ים  took ר׳ חַיִּ
the entire sum of money and 
gave it to the poor man.” 
  It is also said that ים  ר׳ חַיִּ
was once having an important 
meeting with members of the  ית בֵׂ
ין י An .דִּ  poor man, came into ,עָנִּ
the room, ignoring everyone he 
went over straight to the couch, 
plunked himself down and fell 
fast asleep. ים  warned ר׳ חַיִּ
everyone there not to disturb the 
י  .עָנִּ
 My יד ים to ,תַּלְמִּ  ,ר׳ חַיִּ
every צְוָה  had to be מִּ
accomplished as if this was the 
only צְוָה  he was commanded to מִּ
do in his entire life. Every 
individual צְוָה צְוָה was the only מִּ  מִּ
in the world and this was the last 
opportunity to perform it! This 
was the way he learned תּוֹרָה too. 
Everything had to be done to 
perfection! 

כְרוֹ בָרוּךְ! י זִּ  יְהִּ
ידוּת  י Your  ,בְיְדִּ  רֶבִּ

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

הִלִים כ״ז) …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
 A psalm of David,  

 … is my light and my salvation ה׳
It is a widely accepted הָג  to recite this מִנְּ
ק רֶּ הִלִים in פֶּ לוּל from תְּ שׁ אֶּ  through ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶּ
ת רֶּ מִינִי עֲצֶּ הָג This .שְּׁ  is based on the מִנְּ
רָשׁ ה׳  — ה׳ אוֹרִי :which explains מִדְּ  is my 
light, refers to עִי ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה יִשְּׁ  and my — וְּ
salvation, refers to סֻכֹה ,יוֹם כִפוּר נֵנִי בְּ פְּ  — יִצְּ
He will hide in me in His shelter, refers to 
 ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה The implication is that on .סֻכוֹת
 helps us see the light and gives us the ה׳
opportunity to do שׁוּבָה  ה׳ ,יוֹם כִפוּר On .תְּ
provides us salvation by forgiving our sins. 
When the יוֹם טוֹב of סֻכוֹת arrives, we have 
been forgiven for our sins; ה׳ shelters us 
from our enemies and other dangers, just 
as ה׳ sheltered our forefathers when they 
were in the בָר  .Wilderness — מִדְּ

Sage Sayings

R' Chaim Soloveitchik, זַצַ״ל, a genius in תּוֹרָה and חֶסֶד, 
encouraged his תַּלְמִידִים by telling them, “  אַ גַנָב אִיז נִישׁט
 A — אײֵנעֶר װאָס קעֶן גַנְבעֶנעֶן, אַ גַנָב אִיז אײֵנעֶר װאָס גַנְבעֶט.
thief is not one who knows how to steal; a thief is one 
who steals.  פּוּנקט אַזוֹי, אַ תַּלְמִיד חָכָם אִיז נִישׁט אײֵנעֶר װאָס
 ,So, too — קעֶן לעֶרנעֶן, אַ תַּלְמִיד חָכָם אִיז אײֵנעֶר װאָס לעֶרנט!
a תַּלְמִיד חָכָם is not one who knows how to learn, a  תַּלְמִיד
 is one who learns!” Source: Heard around the Shabbos table חָכָם

 of 113 יאָרצײַט — 1929 / 5689 מְנַחֵם אָב 18
victims of the חֶבְרוֹן pogrom in 1929 הי״ד. 
Arab riots and assaults against Jews broke out 
in לַיִם אֵל and spread throughout יְרוּשָׁ  אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׁ
killing 133 Jews, הי״ד. False rumors -- fueled 
by inflammatory sermons in the mosques -- 
declared that the Jews were preparing to take 
control of the holy places, and that Jews were 
carrying out "wholesale killings of Arabs." 
Muslims mobs went on the attack, killing 17 
Jews in לַיִם  The worst .צְפַת and 20 in יְרוּשָׁ
atrocities occurred in חֶבְרוֹן, where the Arabs 
rioted for three days amid cries of "Slaughter 
the Jews." Only one British policeman guarded 
the entire city and was powerless to stop the 
rampage. 67 Jews including 12 Americans 
were murdered in the massacre in יְשִיבַת חֶבְרוֹן 
while hundreds of others, were injured and 
maimed. They also burned down many 
homes, and burned and damaged ה  סִפְרֵי תּוֹרָׁ
and ה  The remaining Jews fled to .תַּשְמִישֵי קְדֻשָׁ
לַיִם  and the ancient Jewish community of ,יְרוּשָׁ
 which had lived in relative peace in the ,חֶבְרוֹן
city for hundreds of years, was not revived 
until after Israel's capture of חֶבְרוֹן in the 1967 
Six Day war. The כַף הַחַיִים records that 
without מַיִם  the Arabs would have רַחַמֵי שָׁ
killed all the Jews in אֵל  .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׁ
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Thank you to all the readers that have taken the time to submit some 
common mistakes in reading that will be a surprise to most of us. Please 
continue to fax (7185069633)/email (thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com) 
any reading errors you would like to share. For example, please read the 
following (readers submissions) and then look at the explanation below: 
1) In many places, we say the words:  …[ַי לְעוֹלָם ח [דּוֹ.סְ|זְְכִּ   
2) At the end of ים ת הוֹדָאוֹת|הַ הוֹדוֹלְ  we end off with the word ,מוֹדִּ  
3) At the end of the third ּהַלְלוּקָה, we say:   …ְעַל אֶרֶץ הודו…  

1) Correct: ֹחַסְדּו, with a ס; incorrect: ֹחַזְדּו with a 2 .ז) Correct: the בְרָכָה at the conclusion 
of ִּים נָאֶה ends with the words מוֹד לְ   הוֹדוֹ ִּים דְרַבָנָן ;ת הַ  ends with מוֹד הוֹדָאוֹ  a word which) ת
also appears in ִּשְתַבַח  meaning give הוֹדוּ :meaning His glory; incorrect הוֹדוֹ :Correct (3 .(י
thanks. 
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1. What are the first words that parents should teach their child 
when the child begins talking? 

2. Where is there a reference in the תּוֹרָה to מֵתִים חִיַּת הַּ  — תְּּ
resurrection of the dead? 

1. From the time that a young child begins to speak, he should be taught the words: 
ֶׁה  so that this should be the natural pattern of the child’s speech תּוֹרָה צִוָה לָנו מֹש
as he grows up (ָּם ֵּר ב  .(11:19 — ד״ה לְדַב

2. The פָסוק says, to give to them [i.e., the אָבוֹת], not to you, implying that the אָבוֹת 
will be resurrected and receive the land in person ( ֵּת לָּהֶם ָּת ד״ה ל … — 11:21). 
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ל  לֶכֶת בְכָּ ה אֶת ה׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ לָּ ךְ כִי אִם לְיִרְאָּ ה ה׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ שֺׁאֵל מֵעִמָּ אֵל מָּ ה יִשְרָּ וְעַתָּ
רִים י:יב( ל נַפְשֶךָ )דְבָּ בְךָ וּבְכָּ ל לְבָּ ה אֺׁתוֹ וְלַעֲבֺׁד אֶת ה׳ אֱלֺקֶיךָ בְכָּ יו וּלְאַהֲבָּ כָּ  דְרָּ

 Now, Israel, what does Hashem, your G-d, ask of you? Only 
to fear Hashem, your G-d, to go in all His ways and to love Him, and to 
serve Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart and all your soul. 
 In connection with the above verse, the פֵץ חַיִים  :סִפְרִי cites חָּ
“These are the ways of Hashem [in which a Jew is commanded to go], 
as it is written, ‘Hashem, G-d, Compassionate and Gracious ...’ Just as 
 is called Compassionate and Gracious, so too, should you be ה׳
compassionate and gracious, doing favors for all without any thought 
of remuneration ... 
 “All this is for our own benefit, as the next verse concludes, 
‘[To observe the commandments of Hashem ...] for your benefit.’ To 
the degree with which one utilizes the attributes of goodness and 
kindness throughout his life, to that same degree will he merit a flow 
of goodness and abundant kindness from the Holy One, Blessed is He, 
all his life.” 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Yitzchak was sure that he had made it across the 
intersection before the light turned red. Of course, the police officer 
disagreed. Well, Yitzchak told himself, he would fight this ticket and 
he might even win. 
 He called the Motor Vehicles Bureau to arrange for a 
hearing. Not wanting to miss work, Yitzchak made sure to get the 
earliest appointment possible, at 8:40 in the morning. He arrived at 
the hearing room early, and took a seat in the front row. 
 At 8:40, the judge, an elderly black gentleman, looked 
around the filled room and began the proceedings. The judge called 
out someone’s name — but it was not Yitzchak’s. Yitzchak grew more 
upset as the judge proceeded to call a number of others ahead of 
him. The judge seemed to be quite unforgiving; virtually everyone 
was found guilty after the officer stated his side of the story. 
 “What is going on here?” Yitzchak thought. “Is this guy an 
anti-Semite that he’s making me wait for last? Judging by what I’ve 

been seeing, he’s sure to find me guilty. I’ll be late to work and all I got 
for it was aggravation!” 
 By 9:40 there was no one left but Yitzchak. When his name 
was called, he came forward and stated his case: he had crossed the 
intersection when the light had changed from green to yellow.  
 The judge motioned to the officer, who left the room 
quietly. The judge shut the microphone and tape recorder. There was 
no one left in the room besides the judge and a confused, nervous 
Yitzchak.  
 The judge leaned forward and said, “I’ll take your word for 
it, because a person like yourself has it coming to him.” Yitzchak did 
not understand.  
 “You don’t recognize me?” asked the judge. When Yitzchak 
replied in the negative, the judge reached into his pocket and 
withdrew a subway-and-bus token which he handed to Yitzchak. 
 “I’ve been waiting four years to return this to you,” he said. 
 Then, Yitzchak remembered … 
 It was late one wet, wintry night and Yitzchak and his wife 
were driving home. As precipitation took the form of snow showers, 
the couple noticed an elderly black gentleman struggling to push his 
stalled car off the road. Yitzchak pulled over to the side of the road, 
and offered his services to the very appreciative man. After they 
pushed the car into a legal parking space, Yitzchak invited the man 
into his car. As they attempted to overtake the bus that would take 
him home, the gentleman mentioned that he did not have the exact 
change needed for the bus fare. Yitzchak handed him a subway-and-
bus token. The man looked at Yitzchak in amazement at the extent of 
his kindness toward him. They overtook the bus and the man 
expressed his thanks before alighting from the car. 
 “I was waiting for the day when I would meet my Jewish 
friend with the yarmulke,” the judge now said, “and that day has 
finally come. I will never forget the kindness that you showed me.” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

To Go In His Ways

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During the month of אֶלוּל, one should write, either at the 
beginning or at the end of a personal letter to a friend, 
wishing them a חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה תִיבָה וְּ  .כְּ
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חֲרִית finishes צִבּוּר after the אֶלוּל  If one davens alone, he .שַׁׁ
does not blow שׁוֹפָר. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear  Talmid, 
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was very close to ים  ר׳ חַיִּ
Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל. Below is a 
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shared: 
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Through some mishap, it seemed 
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apparently lost. The value of the 
lost goods was enough that, if 
they could not be retrieved, it 
would have thrown my uncle into 
bankruptcy. He sought help from 
ים  who advised him to ,ר׳ חַיִּ
whom he should speak and what 
to do to recover his money. My 
uncle followed ים  s’ר׳ חַיִּ
suggestions and successfully 
recovered his entire money. 
 “On his way home, my 
uncle stopped in to ים  s’ר׳ חַיִּ
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happy with the results. My uncle 
then took out a large sum of 
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Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 
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thief is not one who knows how to steal; a thief is one 
who steals.  פּוּנקט אַזוֹי, אַ תַּלְמִיד חָכָם אִיז נִישׁט אײֵנעֶר װאָס
 ,So, too — קעֶן לעֶרנעֶן, אַ תַּלְמִיד חָכָם אִיז אײֵנעֶר װאָס לעֶרנט!
a תַּלְמִיד חָכָם is not one who knows how to learn, a  תַּלְמִיד
 is one who learns!” Source: Heard around the Shabbos table חָכָם

 of 113 יאָרצײַט — 1929 / 5689 מְנַחֵם אָב 18
victims of the חֶבְרוֹן pogrom in 1929 הי״ד. 
Arab riots and assaults against Jews broke out 
in לַיִם אֵל and spread throughout יְרוּשָׁ  אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׁ
killing 133 Jews, הי״ד. False rumors -- fueled 
by inflammatory sermons in the mosques -- 
declared that the Jews were preparing to take 
control of the holy places, and that Jews were 
carrying out "wholesale killings of Arabs." 
Muslims mobs went on the attack, killing 17 
Jews in לַיִם  The worst .צְפַת and 20 in יְרוּשָׁ
atrocities occurred in חֶבְרוֹן, where the Arabs 
rioted for three days amid cries of "Slaughter 
the Jews." Only one British policeman guarded 
the entire city and was powerless to stop the 
rampage. 67 Jews including 12 Americans 
were murdered in the massacre in יְשִיבַת חֶבְרוֹן 
while hundreds of others, were injured and 
maimed. They also burned down many 
homes, and burned and damaged ה  סִפְרֵי תּוֹרָׁ
and ה  The remaining Jews fled to .תַּשְמִישֵי קְדֻשָׁ
לַיִם  and the ancient Jewish community of ,יְרוּשָׁ
 which had lived in relative peace in the ,חֶבְרוֹן
city for hundreds of years, was not revived 
until after Israel's capture of חֶבְרוֹן in the 1967 
Six Day war. The כַף הַחַיִים records that 
without מַיִם  the Arabs would have רַחַמֵי שָׁ
killed all the Jews in אֵל  .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָׁ
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R' Chaim Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, the son of the וִי ית הַלֵּ ר׳  ,בֵּ
ף דוֹב  was born in Volozhin. When he was still a ,יוֹסֵּ
young child, his father became רָב of Slutsk. At age 

20, He married Lifsha, daughter of the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה of Volozhin,  ר׳
ל שַׁפִירָא זַצַ״ל  In 1880, he took over as .(נְצִי״ב son-in-law of the) רְפָאֵּ
 was forced יְשִׁיבָה of Volozhin, a position he held until the ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה
to close in 1892. He moved to Brisk, where he succeeded his father 
as רָב. Among his most famous תַלְמִידִים were ר׳ בָרוּךְ בעֶר לִבָבִיץ זַצַ״ל, 
ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן װאַסעֶרמאַן  and ר׳ אִיסֶר זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל ,ר׳ שִׁמְעוֹן שׁקאָף זַצַ״ל
ינוּ חַיִים עַל הָרַמְבַ״ם His .הי״ד י רַבֵּ י הַגְרַ״ח עַל הַשַׁ״ס and ,חִדּוּשֵּׁ  חִדּוּשֵּׁ
(printed by תַלְמִידִים) are classics that changed the world of תוֹרָה 
and his דֶרֶךְ הַלִמּוּד is used by יְשִׁיבוֹת to this very day.  

  מנחם אב כ״א
5613 – 5678 
1853 – 1918 

R' Chaim Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל’s genius in תּוֹרָה is 
well known; however, his חֶסֶד was of similar 
lofty caliber, thus the words רַב הַחֶסֶד, 
teacher of kindness, are inscribed on 
his בָה  .His home was open to all .מַצֵּ
People would hang notices on his walls as 
they would on a shul notice board. When 
many homes were destroyed by a huge 
fire in 1895, he devoted himself to raising 
funds for the survivors. He insisted on sleeping 
in shul. He could not sleep in his bed as long as there 
were people without a permanent home! 
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

בָרִים י:א(   נֵי לֻחֹת אֲבָנִים כָרִאשֹנִים )דְּ ךָ שְּ סׇל לְּ  פְּ
  Carve for yourself two stone Tablets like the first ones  
ה רַבֵינוּ instructs ד׳   which he לוּחוֹת to replace the two מֹשֶׁ
shattered. These לוּחוֹת contained the רוֹת ת הַדִבְּ רֶׁ  Ten ,עֲשֶׁ
Commandments. Apparently, the replacement לוּחוֹת represented a 
pivotal moment for רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ ה since, when ,כְּ  shattered the first מֹשֶׁ
 פָסוּק concurred with his decision. This is evinced in the closing ד׳ ,לוּחוֹת
of the בָרִים לד:יב) תּוֹרָה כֹל הַיָד הַחֲזָקָה  ,(דְּ עֵינֵי כׇל … וּלְּ ה לְּ ר עָשָה מֹשֶׁ אֲשֶׁ
רָאֵל ה And by all the strong hand … that — יִשְּ  performed before the מֹשֶׁ
eyes of all רָאֵל ה strong hand, is in reference to ,יָד הַחֲזָקָה The .יִשְּ  s’מֹשֶׁ
shattering of the לוּחוֹת, to which ד׳ responded,  ָּת שִבַרְּ  You — יִישַר כֹחֲךָ שֶׁ
should be strengthened (thank you) for breaking the לוּחוֹת. As this פָסוּק 
represents the conclusion of the תַב בִכְּ  Written Law, it would ,תּוֹרָה שֶׁ
suggest that ה  imparted a critical lesson to the nation – one so מֹשֶׁ
important that it concludes the תּוֹרָה. Furthermore, the last פָסוּק in the 
 should be sort of a conclusion which projects a summation of the תּוֹרָה
 what it represents and what it should mean to us. If so, what is ,תּוֹרָה
the lesson we are to derive from the breaking of the לוּחוֹת? 
 R' Gedaliah Eisenman גִיחַ קוֹל תּוֹרָה) זַצַ״ל  ,suggests that ,(מַשְּ
by his actions, ה  ,alluded that one should not rely on hypothesis מֹשֶׁ
conjecture, hearsay, before reaching a decision to take action. He must 
see with his own two eyes and then draw a conclusion. ד׳ informed 
ה  .that the nation has sinned egregiously – by creating a molten idol מֹשֶׁ
ה instructed ד׳  .to descend from Heaven and return to the people מֹשֶׁ
When our leader returned, he saw the level of moral decay to which 
the nation had plummeted, and he shattered the לוּחוֹת. 

 The glaring question is what took him so long to act? Did he 
שָלוֹם  If the Al-mighty said the nation had sinned, no ?ד׳ doubt חַס וְּ
room for debate existed. ה  taught us a powerful lesson: A judge מֹשֶׁ
does not issue his verdict until he sees with his own two eyes. ה  מֹשֶׁ
personally did not have to see the outrage, but he needed to teach a 
lesson. Thus, he waited until he saw, and then he acted. 
 Alternatively, ה  said the nation ד׳ was certain that, when מֹשֶׁ
had strayed, they had, indeed, sinned. ה  felt, however, that perhaps מֹשֶׁ
he could inspire them to do שוּבָה ה When .תְּּ  returned and saw all מֹשֶׁ
the revelry that surrounded the idol worship, he realized that they had 
gone beyond the point of return. To gravitate toward the idol as a 
result of depression, and fear over losing their leader (who in their 
minds was late in returning) still allowed for hope of a return to 
observance. When ה  ,saw them dancing gleefully before their idol מֹשֶׁ
he acknowledged that they were not worthy of the לוּחוֹת.   
ה  חָה was imparting the lesson of מֹשֶׁ  joy, accompanying ,שִמְּ
an endeavor. As long as the sin of the ל הַזָהָב  ,was simple rebellion עֵגֶׁ
pure idol worship provoked by whatever fantasy entered their minds, 
they had hope of returning. Once joy was added to the equation, it 
was a sin from which they could not return. The flipside is, when joy 
accompanies a positive endeavor, when one’s תּוֹרָה study is 
accompanied by a deep-rooted sense of joy and gratitude to ד׳, the 
bond is inexorable. ה  so that we תּוֹרָה taught us how to study מֹשֶׁ
become inseparable from it. This was the lesson to be derived from 
the breaking of the לוּחוֹת. It is this lesson that appropriately concludes 
the תּוֹרָה. Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI Rav Avraham Chaim Brim arrived at a wedding. 
When the band members noticed him, they 

switched to one of Rav Brim’s favorite songs.

Rav Brim walked around the 
hall instead of leaving.

R’ Chaim persisted…

Finally, after the wedding was over, Rav 
Brim discovered the identity of the bachur.

The crowd was dancing with renewed joy…

The bachur on 
the stage just 

stopped singing.

What is the name of the 
bachur who was singing 

before I came in?

Rebbi, I didn’t even 
notice that there was 

someone singing.

Excuse me! Maybe you 
recall who the bachur 
was who was singing 

before I came in? Sorry, Rebbi, 
I was not really 

paying attention to 
the singing.

Please, I beg your 
forgiveness for the 

distress I caused when 
I came in.

What’s that? 
What does Rebbi 

mean? I wasn’t hurt at 
all by Rebbi’s arrival. 

The simcha was so 
much greater!

it doesn’t make it right 
just because everyone 

does it … please, I ask for 
your forgiveness and hope 
that I will be able to share 

in your simcha!

You were singing 
something else, and 

when I arrived you were 
interrupted in the middle 

of the song… Of course, I’m 
moichel… amein!

Rebbi, this is the 
way it always goes 

at chasunahs… 
nothing happened!

5682-5762 1922-2002 rst v"f

ים ם was born in זַצַ״ל Brim ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ ד to יְרוּשָלַיִּ י and ר׳ מָרְדְכַי דָוִּ יבָא נָעֳמִּ ינְדָא לִּ  He learned .(nee Rokeach) הִּ
in ים יבַת עֵץ חַיִּ יד מֻבְהָק and was a יְשִּ ת Later he was a .זַצַ"ל of R' Isser Zalman Meltzer תַלְמִּ ן בַיִּ יד  and בֶּ תַלְמִּ
יש זַצַ״ל of the מֻבְהָק ם in כּוֹלֵל founded the Boyaner ר׳ יְהוֹשֻעַ  In his youth, he and his brother .חֲזוֹן אִּ  .יְרוּשָלַיִּ
A few years after he married ינדל שְרָאֵל the daughter of ,רֻחָמָה הִּ ק and דַיָן) Toisig ר׳ יִּ דֶּ ה צֶּ  as well as מוֹרֶּ
a רַ״ם in Mattersdorf), he became a רַ״ם in יבַת סלַבוֹדְקָה יר and (בְנֵי בְרַק) יְשִּ יבַת מִּ ם) יְשִּ  Later he .(יְרוּשָלַיִּ
founded ל יַעֲקֺב יבַת אֺהֶּ ים .(בְנֵי בְרַק) יְשִּ יבָה spent several years in America as ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ  .of Skver ראֺש יְשִּ
During the ת יְמֵי תְשוּבָה רֶּ יבָה in America, he davened in the Skverer עַשֶּ  of Skver insisted אַדְמוֹר where the ,יְשִּ
that he serve there as לָה מוּסָר  and was often invited to speak at BMG in Lakewood, delivering ,בַעַל תְפִּ
סן ם there. Returning to שמוּעֶּ שְכַּן יוֹסֵף R' Brim founded the ,יְרוּשָלַיִּ לוּי He was known as an .כּוֹלֵל מִּ  עוֹבֵד ד׳ ,עִּ
and with his founding of the עוּרֵי תוֹרָה ים ,network שִּ  Brim is considered one of the great ר׳ אַבְרָהָם חַיִּ

יצֵי תוֹרָה  .in his time מַרְבִּ
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