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ן שָאוּל-צִיוֹן אַבָא-חָכָם בֶּ  was born in יְרוּשָלַיִם to ּאֵלִיָהו 
and בְנָיָה, Iranian immigrants. After teaching him until 
age 11, his father sent him to יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף. He 

first learned under חָכָם צַדְקָה חוּצִין זַצַ״ל before becoming a  תַלְמִיד
יה זַצַ״ל ,ראֹש יְשִיבָה of the מֻבְהָק זְרָא עַטִיֶּ  In 1948, he married .חָכָם עֶּ
זְרָא  ,תוֹרָה in גָאוֹן A .חָכָם יוֹסֵף שַרְהַבַנִי זַצַ״ל daughter of ,הַדַסָה חָכָם עֶּ
יה  He declined, but .ראֹש יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף asked him to serve as עַטִיֶּ
agreed to be a מַגִיד שִעוּר. After חָכָם צַדְקָה's פְּטִירָה in 1983, he 
consented to serve as ראֹש יְשִיבָה. He launched a religious revival 
among Sephardi Jews and founded מַעְיָן הַחִנּוּךְ הַתוֹרָנִי, a network of 
Sephardi חַדָרִים equivalent to חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָאִי. He authored many 
volumes of אוֹר לְצִיוֹן on many לְקֵי הַתוֹרָה  .חֶּ
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ן א-ר׳ בֶּ אוּל זַצַ״ל-צִיּוֹן אַבָּ שָּ  could not stand by idly 
knowing people wasted their time. On his 
way to ה חוּר he noticed a יְשִיבָּ  reading all בָּ
the billboard posters. Suddenly he began 
to shout, “Help! Help!” and then 
continued walking. The startled חוּר  ran בָּ
after him and asked, “ן רָּ  Who needs ,מָּ
help?” With careful thought ן צִיּוֹן-ר׳ בֶּ  
replied, “The entire world! … As a ה ן תּוֹרָּ  בֶּ
your job is more valuable than a paramedic 
rushing to save a life … The whole world is sustained 
through your ה    ”!תּוֹרָּ
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הַר סִינַי    יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ מִיד הָּ ר כח:ו(… עֹלַת תָּ בָּ )בַמִדְּ  
 A regular הָּעֹל  offering such as was made at הַר סִינַי …  
 Every day of the year, even on ת  there is ,יוֹם כִפּוּר and שַבָּ
a ה וָּ מִיד to bring the מִצְּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the regular daily sacrifice, one in ,קָּ
the morning and the second in the afternoon. The ה  describes תוֹרָּ
the various כוֹת מִיד that apply to the הֲלָּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  and then adds the קָּ
curious remark, הַר סִינַי יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ  that it should be like the one ,הָּ
made at Mount Sinai. 
 What additional information about the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  are we קָּ
meant to learn by examining the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  ?הַר סִינַי brought at קָּ
The רִי א and the סִפְּ רָּ מָּ  discuss this question, and the (חַגִיגָּה ו:) גְּ
מִים  offer various opinions regarding the learning of specific חֲכָּ
כוֹת  .הֲלָּ
 Rav Yosef Salant points out that there is also a very 
important point that we can learn from the words  הַר סִינַי יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ  ,הָּ
that is a lesson for today, even though we can no longer bring the 
מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  .קָּ
 Think about the very first time that a person puts on 
פִלִין  It takes him a long time. He makes sure to set his alarm .תְּ
clock the night before to wake him up with plenty of time to 
shower and get dressed and walk to shul. The ה וָּ  boy then בַר מִצְּ
lovingly pulls the פִלִין  from the velvet bag and carefully unwraps תְּ

the straps. He makes the כוֹת רָּ  .slowly, reading each word clearly בְּ
Then he winds the straps around his arm with full concentration.  
 For some people, however, things change with time. 
There was a power outage in his neighborhood and he forgot to 
check the setting on his alarm clock and he overslept, so he comes 
running into shul late, puts his פִלִין  on in a flash, and before you תְּ
know it, he is caught up to the people who came on time. 
 When something is done day in and day out, as 
wonderful as it may be, it is at risk of becoming done by rote. It 
starts to become an automatic habit, performed without thought. 
The thrill is gone. 
 This could have been the pitfall of the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the ,קָּ
sacrifice that was brought every day, day in and day out, morning 
and evening, as long as the ן כָּ ש and the מִשְּ דָּ ית הַמִקְּ  were בֵּ
standing. After a while, there was a risk that the novelty would 
wear off, the excitement would fade. The מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  would קָּ
possibly become a habitual service, without feeling or inspiration. 
 Therefore, the ה  reminds us, “Bring the daily sacrifice תוֹרָּ
as you made the one at הַר סִינַי, when everything was still new and 
fresh, when your heart beat faster and you caught your breath 
with excitement. This is what you should do every day. Reach for 
that moment of inspiration. It can be done.” 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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PIRCHEI It was a long summer Shabbos afternoon 
in England. R’ Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu was in 

shul learning Pirkei Avos.

This Rabbeinu Yonah on 
‘Kol shemaasov merubin...’ is so 

fundamental! He says that accepting on 
myself to fulfill mitzvos, even without 

knowing the halachah, is as if I have 
already been mekabel all the mitzvos!

Shlome 
Zalman, now 

you’re “It”! You 
can’t catch me...

After examining the damage, R’ Meir 
Tzvi turned to his son:

Tatty!

Don’t worry… I know you must 
be so upset about what happened. 
It’s OK - don’t be nervous. Shlome 

Zalman is going to be fine, and he is 
moichel you. Are you all right?

It looks OK. Shh… 
there, there, don’t 
cry. Where is your 

friend Itzy?
He’s 

outside...

Ouch! I’m 
bleeding! ... 

You broke my 
tooth!

Oy, Shlome 
Zalman, what 

happened? Here, take 
my handkerchief...

Oy, vey! wait here. 
I’ll be back in a few 

minutes.

Itzy tripped me!  
He ... he... broke my 

tooth!

5690-5760 1930-2000 kukt wu

R' Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu זַצַ״ל was born in Frankfurt, Germany, to רָאֵל  ,בָחוּר and Bluma Ehrentreu. As a ר׳ יִשְׂ
he moved to England, where he learned in R' Moshe Schneider's שִיבָה  in London and then later in the יְׂ
Gateshead שִיבָה תֵר He married .יְׂ ראֹש  the Manchester ,זַצַ״ל Segal (daughter of R' Yehudah Zev Segal אֶסְׂ
שִיבָה שִיבָה in the Manchester מַגִיד שִעוּר After his marriage, he was appointed to serve as a .(יְׂ  He was a .יְׂ
beloved רֶבִי and could quote verbatim from anywhere in רָש ,שַ״ס  שִעוּרִים His .אַחֲרוֹנִים and רִאשוֹנִים ,מִדְׂ
were unique. In addition to teaching the יָא פֹרָשִים with the standard סוּגְׂ  with שִעוּר he would spice the ,מְׂ
content from נֵי נֵזֶר דֵי חֶמֶד ,אַבְׂ פָרִים and countless other חִדּוּשֵי הַרִי״ם ,עוֹנֶג יוֹם טוֹב ,שְׂ  He was later .סְׂ
appointed to serve a ראֹש כּוֹלֵל of the Manchester שִיבָה  left זַצַ״ל When R' Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss .יְׂ
Manchester to become רַאבַ״ד of the עֵדָה חָרֵדִית, he told the community that he had left them R' Meir Tzvi, 
who should be relied upon in any halachic matter. R' Meir Tzvi’s לוּת  was surpassed only by his תוֹרָה in גַדְׂ

אַת שָמַיִם  .He is buried next to his father-in-law .מִדּוֹת humility and exemplary ,יִרְׂ
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Due to a number of requests from our readers we are focusing on the 
correct reading of קְרִיאַת שְמַע. It is fascinating to note that the ְלְחָן עָרוּך  שֻׁ
and later אַחֲרוֹנִים including the לְחָן  list many of מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה and עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁ
the most common mistakes. For example, please read the following out 
loud just a little  fast (record it if you can) and then re-read below at how 
it may sound: 
1) In the קְרִיאַת שְמַע we must carefully pronounce  … ָבָבְךָ לְ  לבְכ…  
2) and:  … ָבַבְכֶם לְ  לעַ … הֵרָה מ ְ םוַאֲבַדְתֶ … שָדְךָבְ  בעֵשֶ … בַבְכֶם לְ  לבְכ…  
3) and:  … ָאֶרֶץ מְ  םאֶתְכֶ … סִיל פְ  ףהַכָנ…   
*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of 
your precious תְפִלּוֹת. 

The repeat pattern of each set (2 words) is that the same letter that ends one word also 
begins the next word. Reading quickly a letter is easily lost. Therefore one must carefully 
read each word in the pair:  ָבְכ ְ  ל ל בְכָ  ,בָבְךָ ְ  ל ל עֵשֶ  ,בַבְכֶם ְ  ב ב וַאֲבַדְתֶ  ,שָדְךָ מ ְ ם ְ  לעַ  ,הֵרָה ל הַכָנָ  ,בַבְכֶם  ף

 ְ פ אֶתְכֶ  ,סִיל ְ  ם מ בְכָ  :not swallowed up — אֶרֶץ  ְ ל בְכָ  ,בָבְךָ  ְ ל עֵשֶ  ,בַבְכֶם  ְ ב וַאֲבַדְתֶ  ,שָדְךָ מ ְ ְ עַ  ,הֵרָה ל  ,בַבְכֶם
הַכָנָ   ְ פ אֶתְכֶ  ,סִיל  ְ מ  .אֶרֶץ
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1. Where is there a רֶמֶז, hint, in the תּוֹרָה for נִסוּךְ הַמַיִם, pouring of 
the water? 

2. What is the דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ, proper conduct, that the תּוֹרָה teaches us 
regarding how one should treat a guest? 

1. On the 2
nd

 day, it says: ֵּיהֶ ם on the 6 ;וְנִסְכ
th

on the 7 ;וּנְסָכֶ יהָ  ,
th

 The .כְמִשְפָטָ ם ,
highlighted extra letters spell the word ֵּיהֶם) מַיִם  .(29:11 — ד״ה וְנִסְכ

2. Just as the number of animals offered on each day of סוּכוֹת decreased daily, so, 
too, a person should progressively decrease the richness of the food that is 
prepared for a guest (29:35 — ד״ה עֲצֶרֶת תִהְיֶה לָכֶם). 
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ר כה:יב(.…   מִדְבָׁ לוֹם )בַּ הִנְנִי נֹתֵן לוֹ אֶת בְרִיתִי שָׁ  
  … Behold! I give him My covenant of peace.  
 The ֹסְפוֹרְנו explains that one of the personal rewards ס  פִינְחָׁ
received was a life of inner peace. A person blessed with inner peace 
will naturally have longevity, because conflict is synonymous with loss 
and will shorten a person’s life. ס ה was given the personal פִינְחָׁ כָׁ  of בְרָׁ
ultimate inner peace from ד׳ and therefore we can easily understand 
the opinion that he lived for hundreds of years.  
 The ֹסְפוֹרְנו continues by giving us a glimpse into the 
meaning of the blessing of inner peace from ד׳. The blessing of inner 
peace from ד׳ is eternal and therefore it is easy to appreciate how, 
according to another opinion, ס  who never died and lives ,אֵלִיָׁהוּ is פִינְחָׁ
until eternity.    

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Avigdor  Miller would often emphasize, “יְסוּרִים, pain and 
hardship, are a cheap substitute for ה  joy and happiness!” One ,שִמְחָׁ
who can serve ד׳ with ה   .does not need much suffering שִמְחָׁ
 On the last day of his life, R' Miller was having a 
conversation with his eldest son, Eliezer, when a doctor entered. The 
doctor asked how he felt. 
 “I am so busy being happy for all the kindness that ד׳ has 
done for me that I have no time to consider how I am feeling.” He 
then continued to reiterate some of the kindnesses ד׳ had done for 
him, now with the doctor in attendance. 
 A woman from the Sephardic Bikur Cholim came by and 
asked if he needed anything. R' Miller praised her, saying, “You are 
doing wonderful work. You should keep it up.” He then heartily 
wished her, “!ה חָׁ צְלָׁ ה וְהַּ כָׁ   … ”בְרָׁ
 He then chanted רִים ת יְשָׁ  to the tune that was used in מְסִילַּ
Slabodka, and sang [his final schmooze that was the סִיוּם of his life], 
נֵג“ א לְהִתְעַּ א אֶלָׁ ם לאֹ נִבְרָׁ אָדָׁ  A person was only created to experience ,הָׁ
pleasure,” which refers to this world. Only after understanding that, 
does one go on to finish the sentence with the words, “ל ד׳  ”.ד׳ of — עַּ

זֶה ם הַּ  this world, is the place where one should learn to ,עוֹלָׁ
experience enjoyment. ד׳ is a benefactor Who wants only to give 
pleasure, and the whole of creation is for that purpose. Of course, the 
ultimate pleasure that ד׳ could possibly devise — being with ד׳— is 
awaiting us in א בָׁ ם הַּ  but one must first develop the ability to ,עוֹלָׁ
enjoy ד׳ and to derive pleasure from all His creations, starting in this 
world. This world was created so that we could develop our ability to 
derive pleasure from ד׳!” 
 His grandson R' Uri Meir Kanarek then helped R' Miller fill 
out a form to arrange his meals for the next day and for ת בָׁ  A while .שַּ
later Rebitzen Miller came with an egg and a tomato. R' Miller joyfully 
said, “Look what I have! I am so full of joy, and ב״ה I am able to eat.” 
He then made a particularly heartfelt ה כָׁ  pronouncing each word ,בְרָׁ
slowly. 
 After taking a bite he immediately stopped and said to Uri 
Meir, “How can I sit here eating while you are not?” His daughter-in-
law, who had also arrived, told him that Uri Meir had already eaten. 
Nevertheless, she told Uri Meir to eat a fruit to help R' Miller relax …  
 His family brought him a banana and he made a ה כָׁ  on it בְרָׁ
with great נָׁה וָּׁ ה concentration. When he finished, he made the ,כַּ כָׁ  ,בְרָׁ
בוֹת“ שוֹת רַּ  Who creates numerous living things …” Those — בוֹרֵא נְפָׁ
were his last words. 
 R' Miller lived a long and full life without suffering from 
illness. He would constantly thank ד׳ for all His Goodness. During the 
last week, and even the last day of his life, he repeated many times, 
בֵינוּ יוֹנָׁה“ ת עֲשֵה counts it a רַּ  that a person should constantly מִצְוַּ
mention all the acts of kindness that ד׳ has done for him!” 
 As R' Miller grew older and heard about the many diseases 
suffered by his colleagues and other older people, he would jot them 
down. He kept the list to read, and would joyfully thank ד׳ for all His 
Kindness. R' Miller not only merited to be a healthy קֵן  ,older person ,זָׁ
but also was a ע יָׁמִים  .he enjoyed fulfilled days ,שְבַּ

Adapted from: Rabbi Avigdor Miller: His Life and His Revolution (Judaica Press) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Rabbi Avigdor Miller: His Life and His Revolution

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ  through י״ז תַמוּז the 3 weeks beginning) בֵּ
אָב  ,the custom is to refrain from taking a haircut ,(ט׳ בְּ
including the beard.  

• An adult may not even give a haircut to a child. 
• If the mustache interferes with eating, it may be trimmed.  
• Combing and brushing the hair is permitted. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Although there are some 
variations of the story below, 
there are beautiful pictures of 
this historic visit and the facts are 
the same.  
 R' Eliezer Silver ״ל צַּ  זַּ
headed the בָנִים ד הָרַּ עַּ  was a ,וַּ
member of מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל of 
America and prominent צָלָה  הַּ
worker during WWII. When he 
visited אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, he was invited 
to deliver a שִעוּר before the 
students of ת יוֹסֵף ת פּוֹרַּ  He  .יְשִיבַּ
saw this as an important 
opportunity to learn and unite 
with the great Sephardic leaders 
of the generation. He was also 
accompanied by a wealthy donor 
who was investigating a יְשִיבָה 
which would be the most worthy 
of a sizable donation and R' Silver 
graciously accepted the offer. 
 Upon arriving with his 
entourage, he began his address 
by thanking the רָאשֵי יְשִיבוֹת for 
the great honor. R' Silver then 
related some דִבְרֵי תוֹרָה and 
recollections of גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל who 
he had encountered in his 
lifetime. R' Silver continued on a 
different tangent, posing a 
difficult question in רוֹת הַּ  A .סֵדֶר טַּ
cloud of uncomfortable silence 
settled over the בֵית מִדְרָש. 

חָכָם בֶן צִיּוֹן אַבָא שָאוּל  
״ל צַּ  about 20 years old at the ,זַּ
time, pushed his way forward to 
the front. With permission, he 
completed his long but amazing 
answer. R' Silver looked at him in 
astonishment, exclaiming with 
great excitement, "He is truly a 
 I asked this specific complex .גָאוֹן
question to R' Meir Simcha of 
Dvinsk ״ל צַּ אוֹר  the renowned ,זַּ
 and he gave me this same ,שָמֵחַּ 
brilliant answer!" 
 R' Silver wrote in a letter, 
"I visited אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and  ְבָרוּך
שֵם ל יִשְרָאֵל ,הַּ  is not bereft of כְלַּ
great men. In ת יוֹסֵף ת פּוֹרַּ  I יְשִיבַּ
met one of the future גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
who will בע״ה  come from there."  
 My לְמִיד חָכָם  although ,תַּ
״ל צַּ  s brilliance was’בֶן צִיּוֹן זַּ
revealed to all, his humility did 
not change. He turned down 
many offers for high positions of 
glory, preferring to teach תוֹרָה to 
the next generation. His memory 
lives on forever in the hundreds 
of לְמִידִים  who continue his תַּ
beautiful ways of תוֹרָה with 
humility and who, like their רֶבִי, 
are glorifying ד׳’s name every 
day. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

צָרִים  ין הַמְּ  The Three Weeks — בֵּ
Starting from the five tragedies that began 
on מוּז  through the destruction of the י״ז תַּ
שׁ קְדָּ מִּ ית הַּ  the three weeks ,ט׳ בְאָב on בֵּ
between מוּז  are referred ט׳ בְאָב and י״ז תַּ
to as ים רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ  This is based on the .בֵּ
words of ה יכָּ ין … :(א:ג) אֵּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ ל רֺדְפֶיהָּ הִּ כָּ
ים רִּ מְצָּ ל) all her … — הַּ אֵּ שְרָּ ל יִּ  s) pursuers’כְלַּ
reached her in between narrow straits 
(cornering them). Although this is low 
point in the Jewish calendar, it is also the 
most opportune time to become closer to 
ים The .ד׳ רִּ  find this hinted in the סְפָּ
phonetical reading of these words:  ל ף כָּ רֺדֵּ

ים קָה רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ הִּ  — all those who 
pursue ד׳ can reach Him during “ ין בֵּ
ים רִּ מְצָּ ל  was closest to ד׳ Just like .”הַּ כְלַּ
ל אֵּ שְרָּ  during their time of national יִּ
tragedy, so too, ד׳ is closest to us during 
our own (personal) most difficult times. 

Sage Sayings

As some children cheerfully ran off the bus at the local  לְמוּד תַּ
ן ,תוֹרָה ״ל-צִיוֹן אַבָא-חָכָם בֶּ צַּ שָאוּל זַּ  remarked to a friend [in his 
native tongue], “Did you notice how the doors of that bus 
opened? It reminds me of the opening of the ש  upon אָרוֹן קוֹדֶּ
the removal of a ר תוֹרָה ר “ ,He then added ”!סֵפֶּ נָא דעֶּ אִיךְ בִין מִקַּ
ר! ר גײֵן  !I am jealous of that bus driver — באָס דרײַװעֶּ דִי קִינדעֶּ
ר תוֹרָה בֵל זײַן דעֶּ י װוּ זֵײ װִילן מְקַּ גן באַרג סִינַּ צט אַנטקעֶּ  These — יעֶּ
children are now heading toward י ר סִינַּ  where they will הַּ
receive the תוֹרָה.”  Goal: Familiarization with the Yiddish language 

Davening Right?

מוּז 19  יאָרצײַט — 1959 / 5719 - 1888 / 5649 תַּ
of לֵוִי ״ל Herzog ר׳ יִצְחָק אײַזִיק הַּ צַּ  born in ,זַּ
Lomza, Poland, to ּ(1865-1933) ר׳ יוֹאֵל לֵייב and 
 Until his 16th birthday, he studied .לִיבָּה מִרְיָם
at the feet of his father, who later served as 
Chief Rabbi of Paris. ר׳ יִצְחָק moved to the UK 
with his family in 1898. He studied Oriental 
languages at the Sorbonne in Paris, and 
classics and mathematics at the University of 
London, where he received his doctorate. In 
his dissertation, "The Royal Purple and the 
Biblical Blue", he identified the shellfish 
(murex snail) as the source of תְכֵלֶת, the long 
lost blue-purple dye used for making צִיצִית. In 
1908, he received סְמִיכָה from  ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה
״ל צַּ כֹּהֵן מ׳דְװִינְסק זַּ ״ל ,הַּ צַּ ר׳  and ר׳ יוֹסֵף שׁלוּפֶר זַּ
עֲקֹּב דָוִד בֶּן זְאֵב ״ל Wilovsky יַּ צַּ ״ז the) זַּ  ,רִידְבַּ
author of a crucial ׁפִירוּש on the  לְמוּד תַּ
לְמִי  In 1916 he was named Chief Rabbi of .(יְרוּשַּׁ
Belfast, Ireland. Later he served in the same 
post in Dublin. In 1922, he became Chief 
Rabbi of all of Ireland. Following the פְטִירָה of 
כֹּהֵן  Kook in 1936, R' Herzog ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יִצְחָק הַּ
was invited to become אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל's 2nd 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi. After WWII, Rav 
Herzog went on a rescue mission to redeem 
Jewish children from the churches and 
monasteries where they had been hidden 
during the war. He served as Chief Rabbi until 
his פְטִירָה in 1959. His written works include 
 and the halachic ,(גְמָרָא on) דִבְרֵי יִצְחָק
work ל יִצְחָק   .הֵיכַּ

This Week in History

Understanding
בין המצרים



  

Due to a number of requests from our readers we are focusing on the 
correct reading of קְרִיאַת שְמַע. It is fascinating to note that the ְלְחָן עָרוּך  שֻׁ
and later אַחֲרוֹנִים including the לְחָן  list many of מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה and עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁ
the most common mistakes. For example, please read the following out 
loud just a little  fast (record it if you can) and then re-read below at how 
it may sound: 
1) In the קְרִיאַת שְמַע we must carefully pronounce  … ָבָבְךָ לְ  לבְכ…  
2) and:  … ָבַבְכֶם לְ  לעַ … הֵרָה מ ְ םוַאֲבַדְתֶ … שָדְךָבְ  בעֵשֶ … בַבְכֶם לְ  לבְכ…  
3) and:  … ָאֶרֶץ מְ  םאֶתְכֶ … סִיל פְ  ףהַכָנ…   
*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of 
your precious תְפִלּוֹת. 

The repeat pattern of each set (2 words) is that the same letter that ends one word also 
begins the next word. Reading quickly a letter is easily lost. Therefore one must carefully 
read each word in the pair:  ָבְכ ְ  ל ל בְכָ  ,בָבְךָ ְ  ל ל עֵשֶ  ,בַבְכֶם ְ  ב ב וַאֲבַדְתֶ  ,שָדְךָ מ ְ ם ְ  לעַ  ,הֵרָה ל הַכָנָ  ,בַבְכֶם  ף

 ְ פ אֶתְכֶ  ,סִיל ְ  ם מ בְכָ  :not swallowed up — אֶרֶץ  ְ ל בְכָ  ,בָבְךָ  ְ ל עֵשֶ  ,בַבְכֶם  ְ ב וַאֲבַדְתֶ  ,שָדְךָ מ ְ ְ עַ  ,הֵרָה ל  ,בַבְכֶם
הַכָנָ   ְ פ אֶתְכֶ  ,סִיל  ְ מ  .אֶרֶץ
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1. Where is there a רֶמֶז, hint, in the תּוֹרָה for נִסוּךְ הַמַיִם, pouring of 
the water? 

2. What is the דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ, proper conduct, that the תּוֹרָה teaches us 
regarding how one should treat a guest? 

1. On the 2
nd

 day, it says: ֵּיהֶ ם on the 6 ;וְנִסְכ
th

on the 7 ;וּנְסָכֶ יהָ  ,
th

 The .כְמִשְפָטָ ם ,
highlighted extra letters spell the word ֵּיהֶם) מַיִם  .(29:11 — ד״ה וְנִסְכ

2. Just as the number of animals offered on each day of סוּכוֹת decreased daily, so, 
too, a person should progressively decrease the richness of the food that is 
prepared for a guest (29:35 — ד״ה עֲצֶרֶת תִהְיֶה לָכֶם). 
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קריאת שמעQuestions    week רש"י of 
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ר כה:יב(.…   מִדְבָׁ לוֹם )בַּ הִנְנִי נֹתֵן לוֹ אֶת בְרִיתִי שָׁ  
  … Behold! I give him My covenant of peace.  
 The ֹסְפוֹרְנו explains that one of the personal rewards ס  פִינְחָׁ
received was a life of inner peace. A person blessed with inner peace 
will naturally have longevity, because conflict is synonymous with loss 
and will shorten a person’s life. ס ה was given the personal פִינְחָׁ כָׁ  of בְרָׁ
ultimate inner peace from ד׳ and therefore we can easily understand 
the opinion that he lived for hundreds of years.  
 The ֹסְפוֹרְנו continues by giving us a glimpse into the 
meaning of the blessing of inner peace from ד׳. The blessing of inner 
peace from ד׳ is eternal and therefore it is easy to appreciate how, 
according to another opinion, ס  who never died and lives ,אֵלִיָׁהוּ is פִינְחָׁ
until eternity.    

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Avigdor  Miller would often emphasize, “יְסוּרִים, pain and 
hardship, are a cheap substitute for ה  joy and happiness!” One ,שִמְחָׁ
who can serve ד׳ with ה   .does not need much suffering שִמְחָׁ
 On the last day of his life, R' Miller was having a 
conversation with his eldest son, Eliezer, when a doctor entered. The 
doctor asked how he felt. 
 “I am so busy being happy for all the kindness that ד׳ has 
done for me that I have no time to consider how I am feeling.” He 
then continued to reiterate some of the kindnesses ד׳ had done for 
him, now with the doctor in attendance. 
 A woman from the Sephardic Bikur Cholim came by and 
asked if he needed anything. R' Miller praised her, saying, “You are 
doing wonderful work. You should keep it up.” He then heartily 
wished her, “!ה חָׁ צְלָׁ ה וְהַּ כָׁ   … ”בְרָׁ
 He then chanted רִים ת יְשָׁ  to the tune that was used in מְסִילַּ
Slabodka, and sang [his final schmooze that was the סִיוּם of his life], 
נֵג“ א לְהִתְעַּ א אֶלָׁ ם לאֹ נִבְרָׁ אָדָׁ  A person was only created to experience ,הָׁ
pleasure,” which refers to this world. Only after understanding that, 
does one go on to finish the sentence with the words, “ל ד׳  ”.ד׳ of — עַּ

זֶה ם הַּ  this world, is the place where one should learn to ,עוֹלָׁ
experience enjoyment. ד׳ is a benefactor Who wants only to give 
pleasure, and the whole of creation is for that purpose. Of course, the 
ultimate pleasure that ד׳ could possibly devise — being with ד׳— is 
awaiting us in א בָׁ ם הַּ  but one must first develop the ability to ,עוֹלָׁ
enjoy ד׳ and to derive pleasure from all His creations, starting in this 
world. This world was created so that we could develop our ability to 
derive pleasure from ד׳!” 
 His grandson R' Uri Meir Kanarek then helped R' Miller fill 
out a form to arrange his meals for the next day and for ת בָׁ  A while .שַּ
later Rebitzen Miller came with an egg and a tomato. R' Miller joyfully 
said, “Look what I have! I am so full of joy, and ב״ה I am able to eat.” 
He then made a particularly heartfelt ה כָׁ  pronouncing each word ,בְרָׁ
slowly. 
 After taking a bite he immediately stopped and said to Uri 
Meir, “How can I sit here eating while you are not?” His daughter-in-
law, who had also arrived, told him that Uri Meir had already eaten. 
Nevertheless, she told Uri Meir to eat a fruit to help R' Miller relax …  
 His family brought him a banana and he made a ה כָׁ  on it בְרָׁ
with great נָׁה וָּׁ ה concentration. When he finished, he made the ,כַּ כָׁ  ,בְרָׁ
בוֹת“ שוֹת רַּ  Who creates numerous living things …” Those — בוֹרֵא נְפָׁ
were his last words. 
 R' Miller lived a long and full life without suffering from 
illness. He would constantly thank ד׳ for all His Goodness. During the 
last week, and even the last day of his life, he repeated many times, 
בֵינוּ יוֹנָׁה“ ת עֲשֵה counts it a רַּ  that a person should constantly מִצְוַּ
mention all the acts of kindness that ד׳ has done for him!” 
 As R' Miller grew older and heard about the many diseases 
suffered by his colleagues and other older people, he would jot them 
down. He kept the list to read, and would joyfully thank ד׳ for all His 
Kindness. R' Miller not only merited to be a healthy קֵן  ,older person ,זָׁ
but also was a ע יָׁמִים  .he enjoyed fulfilled days ,שְבַּ

Adapted from: Rabbi Avigdor Miller: His Life and His Revolution (Judaica Press) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Rabbi Avigdor Miller: His Life and His Revolution

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ  through י״ז תַמוּז the 3 weeks beginning) בֵּ
אָב  ,the custom is to refrain from taking a haircut ,(ט׳ בְּ
including the beard.  

• An adult may not even give a haircut to a child. 
• If the mustache interferes with eating, it may be trimmed.  
• Combing and brushing the hair is permitted. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Although there are some 
variations of the story below, 
there are beautiful pictures of 
this historic visit and the facts are 
the same.  
 R' Eliezer Silver ״ל צַּ  זַּ
headed the בָנִים ד הָרַּ עַּ  was a ,וַּ
member of מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל of 
America and prominent צָלָה  הַּ
worker during WWII. When he 
visited אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל, he was invited 
to deliver a שִעוּר before the 
students of ת יוֹסֵף ת פּוֹרַּ  He  .יְשִיבַּ
saw this as an important 
opportunity to learn and unite 
with the great Sephardic leaders 
of the generation. He was also 
accompanied by a wealthy donor 
who was investigating a יְשִיבָה 
which would be the most worthy 
of a sizable donation and R' Silver 
graciously accepted the offer. 
 Upon arriving with his 
entourage, he began his address 
by thanking the רָאשֵי יְשִיבוֹת for 
the great honor. R' Silver then 
related some דִבְרֵי תוֹרָה and 
recollections of גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל who 
he had encountered in his 
lifetime. R' Silver continued on a 
different tangent, posing a 
difficult question in רוֹת הַּ  A .סֵדֶר טַּ
cloud of uncomfortable silence 
settled over the בֵית מִדְרָש. 

חָכָם בֶן צִיּוֹן אַבָא שָאוּל  
״ל צַּ  about 20 years old at the ,זַּ
time, pushed his way forward to 
the front. With permission, he 
completed his long but amazing 
answer. R' Silver looked at him in 
astonishment, exclaiming with 
great excitement, "He is truly a 
 I asked this specific complex .גָאוֹן
question to R' Meir Simcha of 
Dvinsk ״ל צַּ אוֹר  the renowned ,זַּ
 and he gave me this same ,שָמֵחַּ 
brilliant answer!" 
 R' Silver wrote in a letter, 
"I visited אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and  ְבָרוּך
שֵם ל יִשְרָאֵל ,הַּ  is not bereft of כְלַּ
great men. In ת יוֹסֵף ת פּוֹרַּ  I יְשִיבַּ
met one of the future גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
who will בע״ה  come from there."  
 My לְמִיד חָכָם  although ,תַּ
״ל צַּ  s brilliance was’בֶן צִיּוֹן זַּ
revealed to all, his humility did 
not change. He turned down 
many offers for high positions of 
glory, preferring to teach תוֹרָה to 
the next generation. His memory 
lives on forever in the hundreds 
of לְמִידִים  who continue his תַּ
beautiful ways of תוֹרָה with 
humility and who, like their רֶבִי, 
are glorifying ד׳’s name every 
day. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

צָרִים  ין הַמְּ  The Three Weeks — בֵּ
Starting from the five tragedies that began 
on מוּז  through the destruction of the י״ז תַּ
שׁ קְדָּ מִּ ית הַּ  the three weeks ,ט׳ בְאָב on בֵּ
between מוּז  are referred ט׳ בְאָב and י״ז תַּ
to as ים רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ  This is based on the .בֵּ
words of ה יכָּ ין … :(א:ג) אֵּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ ל רֺדְפֶיהָּ הִּ כָּ
ים רִּ מְצָּ ל) all her … — הַּ אֵּ שְרָּ ל יִּ  s) pursuers’כְלַּ
reached her in between narrow straits 
(cornering them). Although this is low 
point in the Jewish calendar, it is also the 
most opportune time to become closer to 
ים The .ד׳ רִּ  find this hinted in the סְפָּ
phonetical reading of these words:  ל ף כָּ רֺדֵּ

ים קָה רִּ מְצָּ ין הַּ יגוּהָּ בֵּ שִּ הִּ  — all those who 
pursue ד׳ can reach Him during “ ין בֵּ
ים רִּ מְצָּ ל  was closest to ד׳ Just like .”הַּ כְלַּ
ל אֵּ שְרָּ  during their time of national יִּ
tragedy, so too, ד׳ is closest to us during 
our own (personal) most difficult times. 

Sage Sayings

As some children cheerfully ran off the bus at the local  לְמוּד תַּ
ן ,תוֹרָה ״ל-צִיוֹן אַבָא-חָכָם בֶּ צַּ שָאוּל זַּ  remarked to a friend [in his 
native tongue], “Did you notice how the doors of that bus 
opened? It reminds me of the opening of the ש  upon אָרוֹן קוֹדֶּ
the removal of a ר תוֹרָה ר “ ,He then added ”!סֵפֶּ נָא דעֶּ אִיךְ בִין מִקַּ
ר! ר גײֵן  !I am jealous of that bus driver — באָס דרײַװעֶּ דִי קִינדעֶּ
ר תוֹרָה בֵל זײַן דעֶּ י װוּ זֵײ װִילן מְקַּ גן באַרג סִינַּ צט אַנטקעֶּ  These — יעֶּ
children are now heading toward י ר סִינַּ  where they will הַּ
receive the תוֹרָה.”  Goal: Familiarization with the Yiddish language 

Davening Right?

מוּז 19  יאָרצײַט — 1959 / 5719 - 1888 / 5649 תַּ
of לֵוִי ״ל Herzog ר׳ יִצְחָק אײַזִיק הַּ צַּ  born in ,זַּ
Lomza, Poland, to ּ(1865-1933) ר׳ יוֹאֵל לֵייב and 
 Until his 16th birthday, he studied .לִיבָּה מִרְיָם
at the feet of his father, who later served as 
Chief Rabbi of Paris. ר׳ יִצְחָק moved to the UK 
with his family in 1898. He studied Oriental 
languages at the Sorbonne in Paris, and 
classics and mathematics at the University of 
London, where he received his doctorate. In 
his dissertation, "The Royal Purple and the 
Biblical Blue", he identified the shellfish 
(murex snail) as the source of תְכֵלֶת, the long 
lost blue-purple dye used for making צִיצִית. In 
1908, he received סְמִיכָה from  ר׳ מֵאִיר שִמְחָה
״ל צַּ כֹּהֵן מ׳דְװִינְסק זַּ ״ל ,הַּ צַּ ר׳  and ר׳ יוֹסֵף שׁלוּפֶר זַּ
עֲקֹּב דָוִד בֶּן זְאֵב ״ל Wilovsky יַּ צַּ ״ז the) זַּ  ,רִידְבַּ
author of a crucial ׁפִירוּש on the  לְמוּד תַּ
לְמִי  In 1916 he was named Chief Rabbi of .(יְרוּשַּׁ
Belfast, Ireland. Later he served in the same 
post in Dublin. In 1922, he became Chief 
Rabbi of all of Ireland. Following the פְטִירָה of 
כֹּהֵן  Kook in 1936, R' Herzog ר׳ אַבְרָהָם יִצְחָק הַּ
was invited to become אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל's 2nd 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi. After WWII, Rav 
Herzog went on a rescue mission to redeem 
Jewish children from the churches and 
monasteries where they had been hidden 
during the war. He served as Chief Rabbi until 
his פְטִירָה in 1959. His written works include 
 and the halachic ,(גְמָרָא on) דִבְרֵי יִצְחָק
work ל יִצְחָק   .הֵיכַּ

This Week in History

Understanding
בין המצרים



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

ן שָאוּל-צִיוֹן אַבָא-חָכָם בֶּ  was born in יְרוּשָלַיִם to ּאֵלִיָהו 
and בְנָיָה, Iranian immigrants. After teaching him until 
age 11, his father sent him to יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף. He 

first learned under חָכָם צַדְקָה חוּצִין זַצַ״ל before becoming a  תַלְמִיד
יה זַצַ״ל ,ראֹש יְשִיבָה of the מֻבְהָק זְרָא עַטִיֶּ  In 1948, he married .חָכָם עֶּ
זְרָא  ,תוֹרָה in גָאוֹן A .חָכָם יוֹסֵף שַרְהַבַנִי זַצַ״ל daughter of ,הַדַסָה חָכָם עֶּ
יה  He declined, but .ראֹש יְשִיבַת פּוֹרַת יוֹסֵף asked him to serve as עַטִיֶּ
agreed to be a מַגִיד שִעוּר. After חָכָם צַדְקָה's פְּטִירָה in 1983, he 
consented to serve as ראֹש יְשִיבָה. He launched a religious revival 
among Sephardi Jews and founded מַעְיָן הַחִנּוּךְ הַתוֹרָנִי, a network of 
Sephardi חַדָרִים equivalent to חִנּוּךְ עַצְמָאִי. He authored many 
volumes of אוֹר לְצִיוֹן on many לְקֵי הַתוֹרָה  .חֶּ

  י״ט תמוז
5684 – 5758 
1924 – 1998 

ן א-ר׳ בֶּ אוּל זַצַ״ל-צִיּוֹן אַבָּ שָּ  could not stand by idly 
knowing people wasted their time. On his 
way to ה חוּר he noticed a יְשִיבָּ  reading all בָּ
the billboard posters. Suddenly he began 
to shout, “Help! Help!” and then 
continued walking. The startled חוּר  ran בָּ
after him and asked, “ן רָּ  Who needs ,מָּ
help?” With careful thought ן צִיּוֹן-ר׳ בֶּ  
replied, “The entire world! … As a ה ן תּוֹרָּ  בֶּ
your job is more valuable than a paramedic 
rushing to save a life … The whole world is sustained 
through your ה    ”!תּוֹרָּ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

הַר סִינַי    יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ מִיד הָּ ר כח:ו(… עֹלַת תָּ בָּ )בַמִדְּ  
 A regular הָּעֹל  offering such as was made at הַר סִינַי …  
 Every day of the year, even on ת  there is ,יוֹם כִפּוּר and שַבָּ
a ה וָּ מִיד to bring the מִצְּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the regular daily sacrifice, one in ,קָּ
the morning and the second in the afternoon. The ה  describes תוֹרָּ
the various כוֹת מִיד that apply to the הֲלָּ ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  and then adds the קָּ
curious remark, הַר סִינַי יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ  that it should be like the one ,הָּ
made at Mount Sinai. 
 What additional information about the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  are we קָּ
meant to learn by examining the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  ?הַר סִינַי brought at קָּ
The רִי א and the סִפְּ רָּ מָּ  discuss this question, and the (חַגִיגָּה ו:) גְּ
מִים  offer various opinions regarding the learning of specific חֲכָּ
כוֹת  .הֲלָּ
 Rav Yosef Salant points out that there is also a very 
important point that we can learn from the words  הַר סִינַי יָּה בְּ עֲשֻׂ  ,הָּ
that is a lesson for today, even though we can no longer bring the 
מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  .קָּ
 Think about the very first time that a person puts on 
פִלִין  It takes him a long time. He makes sure to set his alarm .תְּ
clock the night before to wake him up with plenty of time to 
shower and get dressed and walk to shul. The ה וָּ  boy then בַר מִצְּ
lovingly pulls the פִלִין  from the velvet bag and carefully unwraps תְּ

the straps. He makes the כוֹת רָּ  .slowly, reading each word clearly בְּ
Then he winds the straps around his arm with full concentration.  
 For some people, however, things change with time. 
There was a power outage in his neighborhood and he forgot to 
check the setting on his alarm clock and he overslept, so he comes 
running into shul late, puts his פִלִין  on in a flash, and before you תְּ
know it, he is caught up to the people who came on time. 
 When something is done day in and day out, as 
wonderful as it may be, it is at risk of becoming done by rote. It 
starts to become an automatic habit, performed without thought. 
The thrill is gone. 
 This could have been the pitfall of the מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  the ,קָּ
sacrifice that was brought every day, day in and day out, morning 
and evening, as long as the ן כָּ ש and the מִשְּ דָּ ית הַמִקְּ  were בֵּ
standing. After a while, there was a risk that the novelty would 
wear off, the excitement would fade. The מִיד ן תָּ בָּ רְּ  would קָּ
possibly become a habitual service, without feeling or inspiration. 
 Therefore, the ה  reminds us, “Bring the daily sacrifice תוֹרָּ
as you made the one at הַר סִינַי, when everything was still new and 
fresh, when your heart beat faster and you caught your breath 
with excitement. This is what you should do every day. Reach for 
that moment of inspiration. It can be done.” 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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PIRCHEI It was a long summer Shabbos afternoon 
in England. R’ Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu was in 

shul learning Pirkei Avos.

This Rabbeinu Yonah on 
‘Kol shemaasov merubin...’ is so 

fundamental! He says that accepting on 
myself to fulfill mitzvos, even without 

knowing the halachah, is as if I have 
already been mekabel all the mitzvos!

Shlome 
Zalman, now 

you’re “It”! You 
can’t catch me...

After examining the damage, R’ Meir 
Tzvi turned to his son:

Tatty!

Don’t worry… I know you must 
be so upset about what happened. 
It’s OK - don’t be nervous. Shlome 

Zalman is going to be fine, and he is 
moichel you. Are you all right?

It looks OK. Shh… 
there, there, don’t 
cry. Where is your 

friend Itzy?
He’s 

outside...

Ouch! I’m 
bleeding! ... 

You broke my 
tooth!

Oy, Shlome 
Zalman, what 

happened? Here, take 
my handkerchief...

Oy, vey! wait here. 
I’ll be back in a few 

minutes.

Itzy tripped me!  
He ... he... broke my 

tooth!

5690-5760 1930-2000 kukt wu

R' Meir Tzvi Ehrentreu זַצַ״ל was born in Frankfurt, Germany, to רָאֵל  ,בָחוּר and Bluma Ehrentreu. As a ר׳ יִשְׂ
he moved to England, where he learned in R' Moshe Schneider's שִיבָה  in London and then later in the יְׂ
Gateshead שִיבָה תֵר He married .יְׂ ראֹש  the Manchester ,זַצַ״ל Segal (daughter of R' Yehudah Zev Segal אֶסְׂ
שִיבָה שִיבָה in the Manchester מַגִיד שִעוּר After his marriage, he was appointed to serve as a .(יְׂ  He was a .יְׂ
beloved רֶבִי and could quote verbatim from anywhere in רָש ,שַ״ס  שִעוּרִים His .אַחֲרוֹנִים and רִאשוֹנִים ,מִדְׂ
were unique. In addition to teaching the יָא פֹרָשִים with the standard סוּגְׂ  with שִעוּר he would spice the ,מְׂ
content from נֵי נֵזֶר דֵי חֶמֶד ,אַבְׂ פָרִים and countless other חִדּוּשֵי הַרִי״ם ,עוֹנֶג יוֹם טוֹב ,שְׂ  He was later .סְׂ
appointed to serve a ראֹש כּוֹלֵל of the Manchester שִיבָה  left זַצַ״ל When R' Yitzchak Yaakov Weiss .יְׂ
Manchester to become רַאבַ״ד of the עֵדָה חָרֵדִית, he told the community that he had left them R' Meir Tzvi, 
who should be relied upon in any halachic matter. R' Meir Tzvi’s לוּת  was surpassed only by his תוֹרָה in גַדְׂ

אַת שָמַיִם  .He is buried next to his father-in-law .מִדּוֹת humility and exemplary ,יִרְׂ
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