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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos and Hanhagos of the Nine Days (3)
During the nine days between R”C Av and Tisha B’Av, one
should minimize joyous activities. The mazel of Bnei Yisroel is
weaker during the month of Av, so one who has a monetary
dispute with a gentile should do his utmost to postpone any civil
action until the month of Elul, or at least until after Tisha B’Av ().
Refraining from Meat and Wine. One should avoid eating
meat and wine during the Nine Days (2. This includes chicken 3)
and grapejuice . Beer and liquor are permitted 5). Even food
cooked with meat, such as potatoes from a cholent, should not
be eaten (). Parve food cooked in a fleishig pot is permitted (7). If
one mistakenly made a beracha on meat, he should eat a small
amount so that his beracha is not in vain ). For health purposes,
one is permitted to eat meat but if chicken is sufficient, he should
refrain from eating meat 9. If one makes a siyum celebrating the
completion of a Masechta of Gemara, he may serve meat at the
accompanying meal ©). Many poskim hold (1) that this leniency

AN7EIT0 TROTR IR 2T Y8 TWAN Twa
o R e on ey o e

oYY oYon

pace during the Nine Days. If he speeds up or slows down his pace
in order to be able to make the siyum specifically during the Nine
Days, meat and wine would not be permitted. In some places, the
custom is to rely on poskim (1) who permit this practice. Many
food establishments and restaurants have the following dilemma:
Their patrons are both observant and non-observant Jews. By not
serving meat during the Nine Days, many of the non-observant
Jews will go to non-kosher restaurants. Since refraining from meat
during the Nine Days is a strict custom (which is derived from the
actual halacha that prohibits eating meat on the 8th of Av during
the seuda hamafsekes), it might be worthwhile to forfeit this
custom in order to prevent non-observant Jews from eating treif
food. A Rav should be consulted. On Shabbos Chazon, fleishig
food is permitted, even if one makes early Shabbos (12). On Friday,
one may taste the fleishig food to ensure it is a tasty cuisine worthy
of mw »y (13 One may feed children on erev Shabbos Chazon
from the fleishig Shabbos food (4. The wine from Havdalah is

applies only when the person finighes the Masechta at his normal by a child. If no child is present, the 720 may drink it 15).
NY 19N — 21R 578 TYAN — oPNTn 7

"mba me’- Raba says, just like o2 mxmv is not anwn anything, so too nyba mnw can't become oL either. We see this from the
following: If one ate Ny and is N0w, after he is Y210 he is v even though the NSasis still in him and hasn't been digested yet (] it does not
make him Nnw (again). So we see that a now item that is nyoa does not make other things x0v. So too, if one swallowed a v ring & entered
a mnn Snx, if he were to regurgitate the ring, it would remain -mnv, because any item that is swallowed (nyo2) is protected & can't become xnw.

The 7w I'nxyw 1] brings the nipya: a Y12 nwx who is pregnant, may enter a man Snix and not be concerned she is making her fetus nnov
because there is a Npav pav. 1) Maybe it will be a ba3. 2) Even if it lives, it may be a female. The 092N 0 ['2,30w ] brings this nipyy and
asks: based on our halacha that nyoa nnw cannot become v, why does the Ny need a N9 Paw to permit the J1> nw to enter the
5nN? The fetus is nyoa and can't contract mxow anyway? v'sy. The ov1an »e [ow] asks on the N9 pao of the N, how can he say one
of the mpav is maybe she will miscarry, when we have a avy against that, which says majority of women do not miscarry? w"»y.

The oo »an ['N 1219 discusses the iy of "wx 7 12", The Gemara [ny mn] says: if nmamw mawn o3 is 10, her 1y will not
need nav later. Even though there is a nxxn around the entire 1y, we say "2 (this is how it lives) and it is not considered a nx»xn and
when bom will not need its own n»v. Based on this, he asks on the X1, the 7 of nyoa nnw does not apply here. Because just like a mother
isn't considered a nxxn regarding n>»av, she shouldn't be nxsn from the Mo & the 11y should become xV? And certainly, according to
those that hold wax 79 121y the 127y should not be considered nyba as he is a limb of his mother and the ma5n of nyoa should not apply at all?

The wn nnom [3,307] says, since we say wx T 1w, the oy of nio are not v to the 1. Even if he becomes nnw he is considered one
of her limbs but not a yn! He brings »ov "3 nuew that "son - wax swna 121", He concludes that the »omo of wax 7 121y is complex ¥y 8o pr.

PROR [N 'D W] answers the nipv: It is o for a yn> (acce. to some mvyw) to be in a rwan S even if he will not become naw. This is evident
from the y7 that a y0> may not be in the same room as a ©om even though a vow is not v, So, the reason Noa NV doesn't become NPV
isn't because it's not considered in the ywan Sniy, but rather it's a 790 na that nwba protects it from oo, Here, true the ~aw s protected from
becoming a0, but there still remains a o if he's a Yo to be in the same S, For this we need the ©"o of the nipv to permit the mother to enter
the T brx. The o»n 2 answers differently: the nizv discusses a mother who feels she will certainly give birth in the 1wn Snix meaning the 1w
won't be ny>2. Still, the Ny permits entry based on the ©'o. The 2" [ "oyw] paskens accordingly: a Y12 mw close to giving birth may enter

a mnn ynx even if she will likely give birth in ﬂm"N n‘,n N “n the cemetery, relying on this ©"p. [P W Y]
VNIPN NN (2) ANPN 2"0 (1)

R’ Avraham Reuven Katz z¢” (Yalkut Reuvani) would say: e o )
“Why was Menashe ben Yosef, desFined to have his legacy split in half? Sipce Menashe was the g"n‘i‘g)‘mggg;ﬁ’i,‘:’%:ﬁa

one who caused the brothers to rend their garments when he chased after them in Egypt and removed

the goblet from the sack of Binyamin, his inheritance was split. Instead of the entire tribe receiving its

2"n (11) »0W N (10) ND:DY
(13) »0W PPN NYT (12) y:0¥
portion in one area, it got half in Eretz Yisroel and the other half on the opposite side of the Jordan.”

NPn (14) NoP-9p NIV Y19M0
0»NN 95 (15) 3PN 0N
%0V N1 (16) MpP-OY

A Wise Man would say:
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“Treat everyone with politeness and kindness, not because they are nice, but because you are.”
" i Mazel Tov onthe Bar Mitzvah o

ourgrandsonYaakovZevRand.

May he continuebeinganachas
{fohis family and all ofklal

i Yisroel.Yitzie &BryndieFogel

Shouldn’s ONLY T
get our attention

the whole Tefila¥?
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In Parshas Matos, the tribes of Reuven and Gad famously pledge to forego their immediate comfort and settlement,
vowing to cross the Yarden river and fight on the front lines alongside their brethren until the entire nation is secure in Eretz

Yisroel, a testament to an unbreakable national bond. This spirit carries directly into Parshas Masei, which charts the grueling =3

journeys of Bnei Yisroel through the wilderness, reminding us that the ultimate destination is only reached when we look out
for one another through every hardship. This timeless devotion - putting the sanctuary of a brother’s peace ahead of one’s
own hard-earned rest is not just ancient historys; it lives dynamically in the hills outside Jerusalem today.

A woman by the name of Devorah lives in a quiet, outlying community nestled in the hills just outside Jerusalem. It is most
definitely not the safe, bustling middle of the city; out there, she must frequently drive through vulnerable, tense areas
surrounded by “others” just to reach her front door. Yet, her home remains a sanctuary of faith. Baruch Hashem, she has been
blessed with a house full of tall, grown sons - no daughters - and every single one of them is currently serving in the IDF.
They are all married and have built beautiful families of their own, yet they remain a fiercely cohesive, tightly knit unit.

After October 7, with the sudden eruption of the current war, every one of Devorah’s sons was immediately called up for
emergency reserve duty. Because they are all deployed in elite combat units, a blanket of operational security has fallen over their
existence. They are strictly forbidden from disclosing where they are stationed or what missions they are executing. To prevent
tracking by the enemy, they cannot use their cell phones at all. It is a profoundly nerve-wracking reality for a mother, and she can
always be found pouring out her heart in tefillah, davening for their safety alongside the rest of Klal Yisroel.

One motzei Shabbos, Devorah called a close friend. Despite the exhaustion in her voice, there was a distinct spark of
maternal pride when she asked, “You want to hear a story about my boys?”” Naturally, the friend eagerly told her she wanted
to hear it. Devorah explained that one of her sons had been stuck on the front lines without a single break for over three
consecutive weeks, enduring sleepless nights and the relentless pressure of active combat. The prolonged separation had taken
an immense emotional toll on him, his wife, and his young children, who were crying for their father at home.

By a rare twist of military bureaucracy, this son happened to be operating in a larger tactical sector that temporarily
overlapped with the area of another one of Devorah’s boys. This was highly unusual, as the brothers serve in completely
different units and rarely cross paths in active zones. The second brother, who carries his own deep scars from being severely
injured in a terrorist attack when he was just a teenager and knows intimately what it means to suffer and sacrifice, had just
been granted a coveted leave to return home. As Devorah initially recounted the tale, this second son looked at the deep
exhaustion etched into his brother’s face, recognized the acute ache of a young family separated for nearly a month, and made
a radical decision. He quietly approached his commanding officer, bypassed his own burning desire to see his own family,
and requested that his hard-earned leave be transferred entirely to his brother instead.

After hearing the story, her friend was left in absolute awe, her eyes tearing up at the sheer magnitude of the gesture.
Getting to go home to sleep in a real bed, and hug one’s children is worth more than gold to a soldier living in the dirt under
constant threat. To willingly hand that gift over to someone else is extraordinary. She went to sleep that night marveling at the
spiritual stamina of these brothers, feeling a profound sense of gratitude that such people exist. But the story didn’t end there.

Mid-morning on Sunday, her phone rang again, shattering the quiet routine of my day. It was Devorah, sounding
breathless, emotional, and urgent. “I was wrong, I was wrong!” she told her, eager to correct the record and ensure the truth
was known. “Here’s what really happened! I talked to them again, and my other son was not given just a meager 24 hours to
go home. He had actually been granted THREE full days and nights of leave. It was seventy-two hours of civilian comfort,
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ashem was “angered” and swore that due to the sin of the spies, none of the men between ages 20 and 60 would enter

W’G Eretz Yisroel. R* Shimon Schwab z¢”I asks: The Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim writes that when speaking of n"apn, the

lashon of "N 1N is only used in connection with "Nt nTay". So why, here, by the ©Yx1 does the posuk use it?
He answers based on the Chazal who say "n v Ay 72w 2N XIND N2 771 92", Since the ©Y) 1 sadly disparaged the
land, and wished not to enter Eretz Yisroel, it was tantamount to idolatry. Thus, the Torah used the lashon of "1 aN ",
Perhaps we can offer another machshava. In the first kapitel of Kabbolas Shabbos, we say as follows: VPN MY Dy2N"

o | 983 >nyaw) WX .72, Here, too, Dovid Hamelech writes that Hashem “in His anger” swore that the Yidden wouldn’t

enter Eretz Yisroel. But then he adds a few words that provide insight and may resolve our original question: 22 »y»n oy"

.| 597 WD N9 oM O - a nation who erred and got lost; a nation who doesn’t know Hashem’s ways. Meaning they
° | questioned and didn’t believe in Hashem’s master plan, thinking, maybe it’s not in our best interest. Maybe we know
;«% better. That is synonymous with 0" n2ay. Hence, the posuk aptly uses, here and in Tehillim, an expression usually

reserved for idol worship. In life, even if we cannot comprehend things happening to us we mustn’t question. We must

¥ have total emunah that Ay 20D NN PIAYT NN DI,

In Parshas Masei, we recount all the various stops Klal Yisroel made as they traversed the desert. Some were for a

longer period, while some lasted only a few hours. But they all shared one common theme. They were all 'n>95y.

The same holds true with all of life’s trials and tribulations. If we exercise this concept of living lives of total

”“rt,“"' subservience to and trust in Hashem, ]ife’s roads will be that much smoother, X7 Xny»D1a!
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" Ywn: It was a Friday night, and a special gathering had been

organized to offer chizuk and inspiration to a group of young

boys serving in the IDF. The organizer, Rabbi Yitzchok

Guttman, had invited the esteemed Mashpia, R’ Gamliel

rt Rabinowitz shlita, to speak to the soldiers.

R’ Gamliel’s background as a Yerushalmi, known for its

| strict, anti-Zionist ideology, made his attendance remarkable.
Yet, R’ Gamliel arrived with his usual radiant, welcoming

smile. He stood before the young soldiers and delivered a

,,“""11.5 deeply moving, elevated speech. He poured his heart out,
offering them inspiration, spiritual warmth, and love.

When he finished his remarks, he walked out of the room,
leaving the boys uplifted. But a minute later, the door swung

open again. R> Gamliel stepped back inside and called out to
the group: “Boys, you should know that I am from the
Neturei Karta (anti-Zionist group)!” With that declaration he
turned around and left the building. The organizer stood there
in amazement, suddenly grasping what had just occurred.

R’ Gamliel belonged to a group fiercely opposed to the
ideology of the army these boys were serving in. He did not
hide his identity, nor did he compromise his own deeply held
beliefs. Yet, he still came to uplift them. He taught them a
monumental lesson: At the end of the day, we are all Yidden!
Yomy: The Jewish nation traveled (Masei) and belong to
different camps (Matos), yet as a whole, we share one soul.
Moshe reminded Gad and Reuven that although they may
want to “do their own thing,” ultimately, we are one nation
that joins each other - no matter the differences between us!
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Rashi highlights a fundamental distinction between Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecy and that of all other Nevi’im. While every

hot food, safety, and family warmth that he looked at, bundled up, and gave away so his brother,could have it instead!”
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This week’s Haftorah marks the second of the three
weeks of calamities in which Yirmiyahu HaNavi castigates
the nation for having transgressed the cardinal sin of idol
worship. Interestingly, Hashem lamented how the nation
“distanced themselves from Me, and they went after futility
and themselves became futile.” But is it not obvious that one
will become futile if he chases after futility?

R’ Mendel Hirsch z#”’l (Seder Haftoros) explains that
practicing idolatry was not a rational decision made on a
person’s part, rather it was prompted by one’s evil inclination
which harassed him relentlessly into submission. On the
whole, Jews eschew idol worship and find greater pleasure in
serving the Almighty due to their deep spiritual connection to

to Hashem and His Torah. While everything in the world was
created for and is meant to be used in the service of the
Almighty - as dictated by the Torah, if it should ever be used
for idolatry, it will lose its meaning and become a futile object
with no purpose in the world.

Thus, a Jew who just stops living an observant Torah life

is simply lost and the hope is that eventually he will find his e
g¢_| perform or refrain from a particular act, the commitment becomes a Torah obligation. Likewise, when someone declares an

"' *] animal to be a Korbon, it immediately assumes the Halachic status of Hekdesh. In other words, Hashem granted human beings
,“ the power to create Torah-binding Halachos through the power of our speech. After learning these laws, one may err and
& | assume that the same principle applies to the Torah written by Moshe Rabbeinu, that his own expressions were imparted in all
X:5] the Mirzvos in the Torah. Thus, here the Torah reveals that his Nevuah was of a different caliber, given to him with "0 ",

inner spark, reignite his passion for Torah and mitzvos and
redirect him back to the more fulfilling life of a G-d-fearing
Jew. However, a Jew who defects from a Torah lifestyle and
adopts other cultures or beliefs will find himself leading a
tragically futile life with no end in sight. This reflects a deep
commitment to the eternal value of divine service.

x| other Navi conveyed Hashem'’s word with the expression of " 91N n2", Moshe spoke with "127n ™. What is the significance of
¥ these two terminologies? Furthermore, why is it emphasized here, next to the Parsha of Nedarim only at the end of 7271121 990?

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 89a) teaches that no two true prophets relay Hashem’s message in precisely the same words. This is

5 | because a Navi receives a divine message through a prophetic vision, which they then interpret and communicate to the people.
"c, 5] Every person comprehends and expresses things differently, for example, one person’s definition of a “rich man” depends on

his own finances, and someone who naturally exaggerates may describe a well-to-do person as a billionaire. Accordingly, the

3 ;‘”m} Navi’s given message would reflect his particular understanding and manner of speech. Therefore, if two Nevi’im speak

precisely the same words, it indicates that they are false prophets. The sole exception to this rule was Moshe Rabbeinu. Unlike

2 all other prophets, Hashem spoke through Moshe’s throat, and the words that emerged were transmitted exactly as they were
w& [ spoken from the Almighty, without being filtered or interfered through Moshe’s own interpretation.

R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky points out a remarkable insight from the laws of Nedarim. When a person takes a Neder to

conveyed exactly as if Hashem spoke it. Our Torah is true, and the power given to us mortals by its Writer, is humbling.




