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It is a Ny myn for the rest of Sx¥> 595 to give away land
[48 cities] to »2 VAV from their inheritance in YX7¥> XIN. Six of these
cities were specifically designated as places of refuge for those that kill
someone unintentionally. All of the other 42 cities belonging to the
DNy also serve as a place of refuge, even though they were not
specifically designated as such. -

MeND OVIYN

The 790 explains that "% Va2V has special qualities and they
were chosen to dedicate their lives to serving 7 in the ¥Ipnn 2. The
077 did not receive any portion in YY) XN [see wyn - DY MYN
)IWNI] however they still needed to have an area where they could live
together with their family and pasture their animals.

The 790 offers a few fascinating possibilities as to why the
©71Y’s special qualities would make their cities chosen by 7 as a place
of refuge. Firstly, the ©19’s holy lifestyle had a positive effect on the
physical land. A person who needs spiritual healing would be
influenced by living on the land and it would serve as a M193,
atonement.

Another idea is that no unintentional killer would have any
second thoughts about seeking refuge in their cities. They would also
not fear reprisal even if 0i>¥) on they accidently killed someone even
from "% vay, for they will do nothing in the world unless it follows the
path of truth. The 1% were praised by nWh as the tribe that put the
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AN ONM 'R R' Shlomo Halberstam Y7¥3, was born in Bobov,
5668 — 5760 Galicia, to R' Benzion, a grandson of the founder of
1908 — 2000the Bobov dynasty, and Chaya Friedel. During WWII,
he escaped with his father to Lemberg. His parents were killed in
1942. R' Shlomo and his family escaped to the Bochnia Ghetto,
where he lost his first wife and two of his children. He escaped with
his only surviving son, »91m9), to Budapest, and later to Bucharest.
During the war, he disguised himself as a Polish officer, and once as
a nun, and smuggled out hundreds of Yidden. He arrived destitute
in the USA in 1946. With his great Yx7¥> manN, boundless energy
and ©»nn NNV, he rebuilt the Bobover community to tens of
thousands of > pon worldwide, virtually single-handedly.
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love of 1 before the love of their family.

The 790 refers his reader to >¥7m NYY NoY - 20w MNN
VPDITWI ©N910 as a third reason. The cities of the 17 were frequented
by everyone because they were ©n2n >Pnon. Therefore, YN 522
would constantly visit these cities to listen to their nn2n and follow
their instructions on a daily basis. [Ed. Note: Therefore, these cities
were the easiest for anyone to know where they were and there was
no need for the unintentional killer to ask for directions.]
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It is a Ny My for T 12 to banish an unintentional killer
from his city and force him to settle in one of the VIR »y, cities of
refuge. The killer is also included in this M%n and he must settle in one
of the vVIPN M. -
MND SYIYN
The 790 explains that being separated from one’s birthplace
and loved ones is so painful that it is a 7792 similar to death. Moving
out of his city into the ©»9 »y also protects the unintentional killer
from the vengeful family of the deceased. In addition, if the family of
the victim would frequently meet his unintentional killer, this would
cause them tremendous extra grief [and they would not forget]. The
ways of the mim are pleasant and 7 protects the family of the victim
from any additional pain. Adapted from: 1wop MmN~ Y13UA NV Y TINA 19D

Gedolim Glimpses  —~ S~

During WWII, the Bobover Rebbe 5¥3, along
with his son, Naftoli, were captured.
Certain that they would be killed, he sat
with his young son, and tearfully
explained: “Naftoli, my dear son, know
that the body of a Jew is just dust. His
nnY) is eternal, and no one can harm
the nnY) ... I want you to fulfill the last
myn of an mMas. We will soon fulfill the
mn of /7 ¥ITp, it is the greatest of all niyn
and | ask that this be done with the same nnnv as
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the dancing on mMin nnnw!
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As to the cities that you shall designate, there shall be six
cities of refuge for you (¥»: 19 92703).
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This teaches us that although during his lifetime ¥
designated three refuge cities across the Jordan River, these cities did
not actually function as places of refuge until [years later when] y¥im>
designated the other three cities in the Land of Canaan (>7¢73).

nYH zealously took care of the matter, even though he
knew that the cities would not gain their special status as Vop» »y
until after his death. NnYn reasoned, “Any m¥»n that | can possibly
fulfill, I will fulfill” (from >7¥1 to ©127 4:41).

The purpose of a myn is to do the will of 7. It did not make
any difference to n¥in if his action did not complete the myn. On the
contrary, this was not the msn to build the six cities of refuge; this
was the myn of showing how much one must be willing to add more
DY OY VTR in the world by exhibiting his great love for the myn.
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After WWII, and still suffering from the Holocaust with the
loss in Y 593 of millions of Yidden, including his parents, siblings,
wife, two children and most of the Bobov community, the Bobover
Rebbe, R” Shlomo Halberstam began rebuilding his dynasty.

On the West Side of Manhattan, where his small n2>np was
located for a while, he had a small shul and mpn. It was his goal to be
DY DY VIRN by making the mpn available for everyone to use. He
had limited funds, but in order to make sure that people would never
complain about the mpn, he would clean the mpn himself .

Daveningunw nNxRight?

On one of his trips to collect money, the Rebbe went to
South America. On nay, he was davening in shul and expected to see
one of the rich members of the community, but the person did not
show up.

On nav >N8in, this person came, and when he was asked
where he was on nay, he explained that he went to his company to
work on may. Embarrassed, the rich person tried to excuse his
conduct by explaining that the company’s equipment was very old
and it was impossible to stop the machinery without causing the
equipment harm and therefore he couldn’t afford to close on nav.

The Rebbe looked at the rich man with great pity in his
heart. He asked him how much money it would take to purchase new
equipment that could be switched off. The rich man was quite
surprised by the question but told the Rebbe the precise cost he was
quoted by the manufacturer. The amount that the man quoted, was
exactly the same amount as all the money the Rebbe had raised
during the previous few of days.

Immediately, the Rebbe emptied his pockets and gathered
all the monies he collected and turned over the money to this rich
person. He made the man promise to use the money to buy the
equipment immediately and not to work on nav.

The man agreed and took the money and became a Miv
N2y and raised a wonderful p>77im family.

The Rebbe was unconcerned by the fact that his collection
did not go towards the rebuilding of his community. R” Shlomo
Halberstam’s mission was to be Dy oY WIpn and this was a bigger

oY WITP.
Adapted from: Meoros Hatzaddikim (with kind permission)
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WM Questions # \week

Due to a number of requests from our readers we are focusing on the
correct reading of yn¥ nx>p. It is fascinating to note that the 71y NHY
and later oK including the Yown Ty and N2 MW list many of
the most common mistakes. For example, please read the following out
loud just a little fast (record it if you can) and then re-read below at how
it may sound:

1) In the ynY N we must be careful to pronounce ... ¥R OIONT ...
2)and: ... DN OOVLY) ... DHN ONTHY) ...DHN ORI ...

3) and: ... NN OPON ... NN ODHY) ...
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“This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read
from your 7o to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious nivon.

the month on the N2y before ¥n ¥NA.

Halacha

Comer
INNIT Y NidN

® The 7918 MYV uses the name ax oMM when announcing

e Some people have the 3mn that when they date a letter

1 Why did 9% name the villages he captured 2N mn?

2 Name a ‘weak’, east bank [of y172] city.

3 Why does the order of the names of the daughters of Tnaoy
change from 27:1?
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during this period, they refer to the month as ax from ¥nNA
vwIn till axa ' and then, for the rest of the month, they
write 2 DNAR.

Reviewed by R Gedalyahu Eckstein

*Since we only discuss a few miavn, it isimportant to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.
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Dear Tnym,

A few years after World
War |l, a West Side Jew, related
the following story about R’
Shlomo Halberstam Y731:

“It was the first night of
nyay. A friend and | were
walking along the streets seeking
a v77mn m2a. We stumbled upon
the vam0n M2 of the Bobover
Rebbe and walked in. The Rebbe
was deeply engrossed in the
middle of reciting miyayY 9% pn.

“Every hour | noticed the
Rebbe rise from his seat and
leave the wmn 13, returning
approximately ten minutes later.
My friend, who had never before
been in a Chassidic vamn M3,
asked me why the Rebbe kept
getting up. He asked me whether
this was a Chassidic custom, but |
did not have an answer.

“After davening in the
morning, the Rebbe invited us for
wviTR. My friend, whose curiosity
got the best of him, questioned
the Rebbe about this unusual
custom.

“The Rebbe smiled and
answered, ‘| realized that staying
in the w700 m2 all night must

SageSayings

be difficult for many people, and
many wish to go home and rest.
However, when they see me, the
Rebbe, sitting in front of them,
they may be embarrassed to
leave. Therefore, | get up and
leave for ten minutes at the
beginning of every hour so they
will be able to avoid being
ashamed. On the contrary, they
will be able to go home,
reasoning that if the Rebbe is
leaving, they can leave, too.”

My nom, if you had
been watching the Bobover
Rebbe getting up every hour,
what would you have assumed?
Often, we are a little too quick
and will judge a situation as we
see it. Especially during this time
of the year, let’'s remember the
myn (:N NN 92 NNAT )
17D} 929 OIND — we must judge
all people in a positive light! We
would save ourselves untold
ngonn, strife, and DN XY,
needless hatred, if we would
realize that there is wusually
another side to the story.
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Story adapted from: Gedolei Yisroel (Feldheim)

R' Shlomo Halberstam 7%t once promised to give a large
donation to a certain out of town N2¥?. The Rebbe asked the
nYY's office to send him a 93n2 who would be returning to
that n2>w after ©”MD 2 to collect a check from him. In his
limited Yiddish, the 9302 said he was sent to collect the ain,
loan, from the Rebbe. The Rebbe smiled and said, “ vx NPTy
1PIT YOI X DND 2N XMWY VY)Y — 7JP7Y is not just an
obligation, it [777y] is a great righteous opportunity!”

Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn x7p5y
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Understanding
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29397 13- The Nine Days

During the Nine Days (an wh WN through
ana nyvn) the communal mourning of 593
XY for the wipnn 2 intensifies. 9710
tell us (:5 7¥m), NI O2YIN DY Lannnn Y2
nnnpwa nni, all who mourn for the
destruction of o22¥7> will merit and see in
its happiness, 1PN DI DY DINDN IPNRY)
nnNRva N, and those who fail to mourn
over the destruction of o277 will not
merit to see its happiness. It has been
related that Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte
once passed a shul on axa nywn and saw
that the people were sitting on the floor.
Upon inquiry, he was told that the Jews
were bewailing the loss of their land.
Astonished, he declared, “A nation that still
sheds tears over their lost country will
never die; such a nation will eventually
regain their land!”

This Week in Hit Wy

29 vnn  5741/1981 — vexww of Rav Zvi
Yosef (“Herschel”) Wasilski 978y (1922-1981).
Born in Vilna, Lithuania, raised in Oszmiana
(today, part of Belarus). At age 13, his parents
sent him to learn in Baranovitch, where he
became a pnap Pnvm of R' Elchonon
Wasserman 1.

After WWII broke out, R' Herschel
and the rest of the Baranovitch n2Ww
relocated to Vilna, where the elder R' Wasilski
was involved in the N2>’ 1) with R' Chaim
Ozer Grodzensky 57¥31. Despite social upheaval
and fear, the ©N3 continued to learn M
for another year. However, when the Nazis
approached the city, he bid his final farewell
to his parents and joined the fleeing refugees.
Captured by the Russian army, R' Herschel
spent the war years in Siberia, and toward the
end in Samarkand, finally emigrating to
America.

Soon after his arrival in New York on
Dec. 7, 1946, R' Herschel, now all of 24, joined
the 5915 of nyT) Min N2¥), and soon became
S5mn of the evening classes program, a
position he maintained from 1959-1967; then
he served as a MyY T in the Xp2NN under
R' Reuven Grozovsky 9783 from 1952-1954. He
subsequently worked as a 21 in MR NY?
nyT), a job he held until his nws.
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IN TELSHE, RAV ELIEZER GORDON WAS NOT ONLY THE ROSH
YESHIVA, 8UT ALSO THE RAV. HIS INVOLVEMENT IN LOCAL
COMMLUNAL AFFAIRS WOLILD EVENTUALLY AFFECT THE MOST

POWERFLIL LEADERSHIP POSITION IN RUSSIA,

I CAME TO
INSPECT YOUR
WEIGHTS,

REBBI, THERE'S
NO NEED TO 8E CONCERNED.,
MY WEIGHTS ARE THE ONES MY
- FATHER USED, AND HE WAS A GREAT
TZADDIK. THEY ARE SURELY IN

MY SON, EVEN THE
STRONGEST WEIGHTS
BECOME WORN...

SEEING THAT MANY STOREKEEPERS
USED WORN AND INACCURATE WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES, RAV ELIEZER ISSUED
AN ORDER REQUIRING STOREKEEPERS
TO EXCHANGE THEM FOR NEW ONES.

I WILL NOT GIVE MY

KASHRUS CERTIFICATION ALL RIGHT,
LNLESS THE WEIGHTS ARE | REBB8I, BUT LET'S
ALL CHANGED. MAKE A DEAL...

..I WILL USE NEW
WEIGHTS FOR THE JEWISH
CUSTOMERS THAT REQUIRE

RAV ELIEZER'S NAME BECAME KNOWN FAR AND WIDE, AND WHEN
NON-JEWS CAME TO THE MARKET IN TELSHE, THEY WOLILD ASK
THAT THEIR ITEMS BE WEIGHED ON THE RAV’'S SCALES.

YOUR CERTIFICATION, 8UT
FOR THE OTHER LOCALS...

T

NO! MY CERTIFICATION
IS FOR ALL CUSTOMERS!
THESE OLD WEIGHTS MUST 8E

!
REMOVED FROM THE STORE EYEQ'

THIS RABS8I IS HOLY.

I WENT TO HIM LAST YEAR
FOR A BLESSING AND HE

BLESSED MY CROPS. THIS
YEAR WAS MY BEST YEAR

BEFORE YOU CAN RECEIVE MY [
CERTIFICATION.

RAV ELIEZER MET THE GOVERNOR
MY DEAR 5IR, OF THE VILNA DISTRICT, WHO HAD
LET US PRAY HEARD ABOUT HIS INTEGRITY...
INSTEAD THAT HE
WILL BECOME YOUR rABSEI, voup
FRIEND, AND THEN I HAVE HEARD HONOR, MAY
YOUR PROBLEM THAT YOU ARE A vyou éEE
WILL BE SOLVED. HOLY PERSON. I
BLESSING IN
ASK THAT YOU
PLEASE BLESS ALL YOUR
ENDEAVORS!
ME.
~rr
- al Ja]

OH!/ T NEED A MAN
LIKE THIS FOR MY
PROBLEMS...

rAB8I, T
NEED A 8l6 FAVOR,
I WANT MY ENEMY TO

DIE. PLEASE CURSE
HIM/!

MY CLOSE CONFIDANTS, DO YOU
KNOW HOW I BECAME PRIME MINISTER?
WELL, WHEN T WAS STILL A GOVERNOR

OF VILNA, T WAS FORTUNATE TO MEET THE
HOLY RABS8I, RABRBI ELIEZER GORDON. SINCE
THE DAY OF HIS BLESSING I HAVE SEEN
LINUSUAL SUCCESS IN ALL ASPECTS OF
MY LIFE.

RABBI SHIMON SHKOP 97¥1, RABBI YOSEF LEIB 8LOCH

R’ ELIEZER (LAZER) GORDON 9781 WAS BORN IN CARNIANY, BELARUS, TO D781 DNINDY DNIIAN I A TNYR OF 0PN M
S8y PN, HE WAS A PN THYA OF 9781 10IZ0 INIY 1 IN HIS N2Y IN KOVNO TOGETHER WITH 9IN93 PRY M
SrgY, SN PY YON -mm) 79,"AND 57¥1 DTIVDNN 9V 17, AMONG OTHERS. AT THE AGE OF 1S, HE WAS APPOINTED
8Y IDIYD INIY 1 TO SERVE AS A MYY TIN. R’ LAZER SERVED AS 17 IN KOVNO, BUT LEFT AFTER THREE MONTHS
TO BECOME THE 17 OF KELM, WHERE HE OPENED A NV, R’ LAZER THEN MOVED TO SLOBOOKA WHERE HE STAYED
FOR SIX MONTHS, BEFORE FINALLY SETTLING IN TELZ, TO BECOME THE 17 AND NY WNA. IN 1847, HE HIRED 2»9 1
5781 YDDN AS MIYN TO HELP FIGHT THE INFLLUENCES OF N9V, UNDER R’ GORDON'S LEADERSHIP, THE N2V HIRED
5181 AND RABBI CHAIM RABINOWITZ 9%} ("GEB CHAIM
TELZER"). IN 1908, A FIRE BROKE OUT IN TELZ, DESTROYING ALL THE WOODEN HOMES ALONG WITH THE TELZ NV,
R’ LAZER WENT ON A FLIND-RAISING MISSION TO BERLIN AND LONDON AND WAS 7109) WHILE IN LONDON. R’ GORDON

WAS BURIED IN THE EDMONTON FEDERATION CEMETERY IN LONDON. 7172 1723 >/

5601-5670 1841-1910 'N TN 'T

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nnn.



