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 Steif in שׁײֵנדל and ר׳ צְבִי was born to ר׳ יוֹנָתָן זַצַ״ל
Gaya, Czechoslovakia. At age 11, he went to learn in 
Pressburg under (שֵׁבֶט סוֹפֵר) ר׳ שִמְחָה בּוּנִים סוֹפֵר זַצַ״ל 

where he became close to (אב״ד) ר׳ דָוִד נײַמַן זַצַ״ל. In 1902, he 
married בּלוּמָא Fischel. After serving as רָב and ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה in Guta 
and then Ungvar, he joined the prestigious Budapest בֵּית דִין  from 
1922-1944. He escaped to Switzerland on the Kastner Transport. In 
1947, he immigrated to America. After serving briefly as מַגִיד שִׁעוּר 
in Nitra, he became רָב of קְהִלַת װִין. Universally accepted as a  גָדוֹל
 to תְשׁוּבוֹת Thousands of his .הִתְאַחְדוּת הָרַבָּנִים he headed the ,הַדוֹר
 He .שו״ת מַהַרִ״י שׁטײַף from all over the world are recorded in שְׁאֵלוֹת
also wrote  סְפָרִיםon שַׁ״ס ,אֱמוּנָה, and the  ַשֶׁבַע מִצְוֹת בְּנֵי נֹח. 

  ט׳ אלול
5637 – 5718 
1877 – 1958 

 ד׳ would converse with זַצַ״ל Steif ר׳ יוֹנָתָן
like a son speaks to his father. On one 
particularly hot and humid summer 
day, he was deeply immersed in his 
learning. בָחוּרִים in camp watched his 
 with awe. A sudden breeze הַתְמָדָה
brought a short relief.  ר׳ יוֹנָתָן stood 
up and said, “!ַאַ שׁײֵנעֶם דאַנק, מַשִיב הָרוּח 
— Thank you so much, Master of the 
blowing wind!” Their רֶבִי’s message of thanking 
 !was forever etched in their collective memories ד׳
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Agudas Yisroel of America

לאֹ  תְתַעֵב  מִצְרִי  כִי  גֵר  הָײִתָ  בְאַרְצוֹ )דְבָרִים כג:ח(. …    
  …You shall not reject any Egyptian, for you were a sojourner 
in his land. 

ם אַכְסַנְיָא בִשְעַת הַדְחָק הָיוּ לָכֶׁ ם לַיְאוֹר, מַה טַעַם, שֶׁ זָרְקוּ זְכוֹרֵיכֶׁ  אַף עַל פִי שֶׁ
 … even though they threw our males babies into the river. 
What is the reason? Because they were your hosts at a time of pressing 
need (רַשִ״י שָם) 
 מִצְרִיִים comments on these words that, although the רַשִ״י 
threw the Jewish male babies into the יְאוֹר, [for the express purpose of 
annihilating our redeemer] the מִצְרִיִים’s descendants are permitted to 
marry into the general Jewish-born population after three generations 
as גֵרִים, righteous converts. Why are the מִצְרִיִים given this privilege? 
Weren’t the מִצְרִיִים terribly wicked to our ancestors who they enslaved 
for so many years and who they attempted to annihilate? 
 :gratitude because מִצְרִיִים explains that we owe the רַשִ״י 
ם אַכְסַנְיָא בִשְעַת הַדְחָק הָיוּ לָכֶׁ  they were your hosts at a time of — שֶׁ
pressing need. When יַעֲקֹב and his family came down to מִצְרַיִם from 
 permitted them to settle in the fertile פַרְעֹה ,to escape the hunger כְנַעַן
region of ן  where they were given food and lodging and were גֹשֶׁ
treated with respect and generosity.  
 This hospitality continued until יוֹסֵף’s death seventy years 
later. Even then, the actual slavery did not begin until the passing of 

 nearly twenty years later. Thus, for ,לֵוִי ,s last surviving sibling’יוֹסֵף
about ninety years after יַעֲקֹב’s arrival in פַרְעֹה ,מִצְרַיִם and his people let 
the Jews live in relative peace and tranquility. For that, we are 
commanded to accept their males converts as marriage partners after 
three generations. 
 This מִצְוָה teaches us an important lesson:  ֹמִיעוּט הַטוֹב אֵינו
 A small measure of good is not discounted by a large — בָטֵל בְרִיבוּי הָרַע
measure of evil (and certainly vice versa). Therefore, we have the 
responsibility to treat Egyptians kindly, even though they enslaved us 
and killed our children. 
 This concept is a יְסוֹד, critical principle, in all interpersonal 
relationships. If a person is the recipient of good, the debt of gratitude 
still exists even if, on a later occasion, the benefactor may cause the 
individual pain or discomfort. We ask ד׳ to remember the good that we 
have done and to overlook our moments of weakness. ד׳ looks at us 
and asks, “How are your relationships with your family and friends? Do 
you overlook their moments of weakness?” 
 is the time of the year when we should be חוֹדֶשׁ אֶלוּל 
dedicating our best efforts towards self-improvement. Our attempts at 
שׁוּבָה  to הַכָרַת הַטוֹב should begin by focusing on demonstrationg our תְּ
the people that we encounter on a daily basis.  

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way (with kind permission from Rabbi Sholom Smith) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI A talmid once noticed the Pupa Rebbe, R’ Yaakov 
Yechezkiya Greenwald, about to enter his office.

The talmid returned later...The Rebbe tried to make light of the issue...

In his haste the bochur 
was not careful…

Gadol shimushan... It’s 
a great mitzvah to serve 

my Rebbe. Let me rush 
and open the door.

Ah, my son, don’t 
worry. It’s just a 
message that I’m 

not worthy of such 
honor...

Rebbe, please forgive 
me. I feel terrible. I’m 
sorry that I was not 
concentrating and...

If that’s the case, 
you caused that in 

Shamayim there was a 
discussion about me... 
if so, I really have to 

thank you!

My son, what did you do 
wrong? Chazal say that a 
person does not bang his 
finger in this world unless 
it has been decreed in the 

upper worlds!

Oy, Rebbe! I… 
I’m so sorry! 

Here is a tissue.

R' Yaakov Yechezkiya Grunwald זַצַ״ל was born in Csorna, Hungary, to R' Moshe and Zisel (Gestetner) 
Grunwald זַצַ״ל. He studied under his father until his marriage at age 18 to Sora Rivka, the daughter of 
his uncle R' Yisroel Menachem Braun זַצַ״ל. In 1906, when he was just 24 years old he was appointed  אַב
ין ית דִּ  in Likov, Hungary. In 1911, he was invited to take over his uncle R' Eliezer Dovid's position as the בֵּ
ין ית דִּ  in Honiad, Hungary, and in 1929, he was רָב of Deutschkreutz, Austria. In 1924, he became אַב בֵּ
chosen as רָב of Pupa, Hungary. He established a יבָה  there which soon numbered 300 students. He יְשִּ
guided his ים ידִּ  as his own children and taught each one by example the importance of diligence in תַלְמִּ
learning דוֹת טוֹבוֹת ,תוֹרָה ם and מִּ רְאַת שָמַיִּ ים He was endeared and revered by the .יִּ  .of his generation גְדוֹלִּ
He authored several ים ד יַעֲקֹב :including ,סְפָרִּ ים and תוֹרָה on) וַיַגֶּ יךָ לְיַעֲקֹב ,(מוֹעֲדִּ שְפָטֶּ זוֹב and ,שו״ת מִּ  אֲגוּדַת אֵּ
(on סַח ל פֶּ ים among others. His notable (הַגָדָה שֶּ ידִּ  known) זַצַ״ל included R' Yaakov Yitzchak Neumann תַלְמִּ

as the Pupa רָב), who served as רָב of the Belz community in Montreal after WWII. 
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Due to a number of requests from our readers we will also focus on 
some of the הֲלָכוֹת and װָנוֹת ע of כַּ װָנוֹת and הֲלָכוֹת All of these .קְרִיאַת שְמַּ  כַּ
can be found either in the ְלְחָן עָרוּך לְחָן ,רְמָ״א ,שֻׁ שֻׁ מִשְנָה  and/or ,עָרוּךְ הַּ
 (.For additional  information, see sources listed below) .בְרוּרָה
Even before we start the words  ע יִשְרָאֵלשְמַּ  we must...  
1) Concentrate that within   ע קְרִיאַת שְמַּ we are reaffirming in our mind to 
individually reaccept each one of the דֵבְרוֹת ת הַּ רֶׂ    .עֲשֶׂ

2) Realize that each word heals one of our 248 limbs and organs.  

1) This is NOT an “absolute must”, but see בְשָמִים ראֹש (found in ַּתְפִלּוֹת ַּר ה כָתְבוּ  :(אוֹצ
ַּדִבְרוֹת... ֶׂת ה ֶׂר ֶׂקוֹרֵא ק״ש בְעֲש ַּרְהֵר בְעוֹד ש ַּפּוֹסְקִים טוֹב לְה משנה ברורה סימן ס״א סעיף  See also  ;ה
 קטן ב׳
2) See משנה ברורה סימן ס ״ א סעיף קטן ו  ׳
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1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic time גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דוֹלֵי  messages from our תּוֹרָׁ גְּ
אֵל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,יִשְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

וַת  עֲשֵה  מִן  הַ  ה מִצְּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָׁ באֹ עַל הַצִבּוּר …  לִזְּ תָּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל אִם לאֹ … עַל כָׁ אַבָׁ
עֲקוּ  נוּ  …  יִזְּ ם אִירַע לָׁ עוֹלָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה מֵמִנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רוּ דָׁ א יאֹמְּ לָׁ רִיוּת …  אֶׁ זָׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ הַרֵי זוּ דֶׁ

רוֹת אַחֵרוֹת.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ תּוֹסִיף הַצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אוֹרַיְּ וַת עֲשֵה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to  occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ בַּ״ם הִלְּ ג-רַמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam זַצַ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no בִיאִים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
 If we were to search for one word which might describe the 
confused state of the world today, the word would be “uncertainty.” 
These are uncertain times, indeed. Gone is the sense of security 
which the established order seemed to offer. Most of the proven 
values and norms seem to have become worn out, the beautiful 
slogans are exhausted, the lofty ideals deflated, and the pious 
phrases have wilted away. 
 In line with the global erosion of certainty, the much 
overrated “sense of security” which had taken possession of all those 
who indulged in the “American Dream” has vanished into thin air. For 
this American dream has in the meantime turned into a nightmare, 
what with mob violence, crime in the streets, drug addiction, student 
unrest and the like. 
 The teeming metropolis which we fondly and proudly used 

to call our Home has become a gigantic caldron boiling hot with racial 
hatred, noisy demonstrations, outbursts of burning and looting … 
 What we experience in this city is duplicated all over the 
United States and abroad. Even suburbia does not offer anything 
better than an imaginary refuge which is at best of a very temporary 
nature …  
 The descriptions of the pre-messianic era of the so-called 
“labor-pains,” the  ַשִׁיח לֵי מָׁ בְּ  which we can find in our sacred ,חֶׁ
writings, are a veritable blueprint of the dismal drama of universal 
decay which we are forced to witness in our time. In the language of 
the מוּד  this is the age of “utter shamelessness, flauntingly תַּלְּ
displayed by a dog-faced generation which leaves us no other 
recourse than to put our sole trust in our Heavenly Father.” 
 By virtue of that faith in מַיִם בַּשָׁׁ  alone, may we be אָבִינוּ שֶׁׁ
able to discover within ourselves the quiet serenity which has fled 
from the world around us …  
 The faith and trust in מַיִם בַּשָׁׁ  which is our single ,אָבִינוּ שֶׁׁ
source of security, engenders within ourselves all the hidden Jewish 
virtues that we have inherited from our forebears. …  
 This is our historic challenge! For our time may very well be 
the gross darkness which precedes the break of dawn …  
 The footsteps of the  ַשִׁיח   …מָׁ
 Therefore, once and for all, let us stop running! 
 This is the world we are to live in. No escape except unto 
the direction of the ה ה Yes, the entire .תּוֹרָׁ  with all its timeless תּוֹרָׁ
glory, undiluted, uncompromised, and unchangeable. 
 While a thick fog covers the world and madness the 
nations, the ה  .alone offers us sanity and peace of mind תּוֹרָׁ
 The only certainty in this age of uncertainty is the divine 
promise: ֹכִי לאֹ יִטֹשׁ ד׳ עַמּו. 
 It has stood by our fathers, and it will stand by us. 

נוּ לָׁ ה לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ וְּ דָׁ מְּ עָׁ הִיא שֶׁׁ …וְּ  
Adapted from: Selected Writings - R’ Shimon Schwab זַצַ״ל (with kind permission from CIS) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Our Comforting Haven is Our Torah

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The words of סְלִיחוֹת should not be said in a hurry; rather, 
it is preferable to say a few סְלִיחוֹת slowly and with 
understanding than to rush through the entire סְלִיחוֹת.  

• The רֵי תְשוּבָה עַׁ  to say the words of אָסוּר explains that it is שַׁ
the י״ג מִדּוֹת without fully concentrating on what one is 
saying. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The daughter of R' 
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  vividly recalls זַּ
when her father left their home 
to go to the hospital to repair a 
hernia. He walked over to the 
 on his bookshelves and סְפָרִים
kissed each one of them, one at a 
time. He used a footstool and 
began at the top shelf. He 
apologized to a specific סֵפֶר and 
told it, “I had to run to give a 
 ”!שִעוּר
 He murmured apologies 
to other סְפָרִים too.  
 please ,זײַּ מִיר מוֹחֵל“ 
forgive me, but I did not have 
enough time to study you as I 
should have!” 
 The words “Forgive me,” 
were murmured over and over 
again. When he came to a סֵפֶר 
written by the ם סוֹפֵר  he ,חֲתַּ
pulled it out and looked at a 
piece of yellow paper with his 
writing and said: “Holy ם סוֹפֵר  ,חֲתַּ
when we will meet, I would like 
to show you a ט  ”!שְאֵלָה in this פְשַּ
He closed the סֵפֶר lovingly and 
gently returned it to its place. 
 This continued until his 
wife gently informed him that 
the car was waiting to take him 

for the first of only two visits to 
the  hospital.  
 Before he left for the last 
visit to the hospital, shortly 
before his פְטִירָה, he again went 
over to his סְפָרִים cabinet. He 
stood on a chair to reach to the 
top shelf, and in great pain, with 
tears flowing, he gently kissed 
each one of them goodbye. He 
was saying good-bye to the holy 
 to which he was so סְפָרִים
attached and which had served 
him so well for so many years, 
one by one. 
 My לְמִיד  'when R ,תַּ
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  went to the זַּ
hospital, he was concerned that 
he may not return. He truly 
regarded a סֵפֶר not as a book of 
words, but as being alive and 
connected with the eternity of 
the living תוֹרָה. With the purity of 
a child, he saw every סֵפֶר as his 
true friend, each one needing a 
personal farewell. Is it any 
wonder why R’ Reuven 
Grozovsky ״ל צַּ  said, “He is the זַּ
יִים   ”!of this generation חָפֵץ חַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Life and Times of Rabbi 
Yonason Steif (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
…לְךְ אָמַר לִבִי בַקְשוּ פָנָי   — In Your behalf, 

my heart has said, “Seek My Presence”?  
 s Presence is very’ה׳ is a month when אֶלוּל
close. He is constantly sending us 
messages to change our ways. This idea is 
hinted in the beginning letters of the סוּק  פָּ
ילִ דוֹדִי וְ דוֹדִי לְ נִי א   — , I am to my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine, )שִיר הַשִירִים ו:ג( 
which spell the word רַשִ״י .אֶלוּל translates 
this idea to in ְוִד הַמֶלֶך ךָ ;s words’דָּ  As — לְּ
Your messenger, מַר לִבִי  My heart tells — אָּ
me. You are sending ה שוּבָּ  messages to תְּ
my heart; You are talking to me and You 
are making me think, י נָּ שוּ פָּ  Seek My“ ,בַקְּ
Presence!” ְוִד הַמֶלֶך נֶיךָ ה׳  continues דָּ אֶת פָּ
ש  do I seek! I am ה׳ Your Presence - אֲבַקֵּ
hearing Your messages and I seek to do 
ה שוּבָּ  !תְּ

Sage Sayings

R' Yonoson Steif זַצַ״ל banged on the ימָה  to relay an urgent בִּ
message. He rhetorically asked his רַבוֹתַי“ ,עוֹלָם, which Name of 
רָאֵל must ד׳ שְּ לַל יִּ  strengthen in order to bring about the final כְּ
Redemption? Every day we plead,  ,ֹמו אֲלֵנוּ, ד׳ ... שְּ רָאֵל’גֹּ שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ , 
Our Redeemer ד׳ …, His Name, ‘The Holy One of Yisroel’!  מעֶן מוּז
דֵי דעֶר אײֵבעֶרשטעֶר׳ס נאָמעֶן זאָל   יגקײַט כְּ פאַרשטאַרקן אוּנדזעֶר הײֵלִּ

רָאֵל’הײֵסן  שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ  — We must strengthen our [areas of] 
holiness in order that His name will be recognized as ‘ דוֹש קְּ
רָאֵל שְּ לִיטָ״א Source: R’ Avrohom Schorr !’יִּ לֵל heard it from a שַׁ  !who was there מִתְפַׁ

 of R' Nachum יאָרצײַט — 1976 / 5736 אֱלוּל 9
Mordechai Perlow זַצַ״ל of Novominsk, Poland 
(1887-1976). Born in Novominsk, to R' Alter 
Yisrael Shimon (ׁי״ש פְאֶרֶת אִּ  and grandson of (תִּ
R’ Yaakov (first Novominsker Rebbe,  פְרָה בַעַל שֻׁׁ
 In 1916, he married Beila Rochma .(דְיַעֲקֹב
Morgenstern, the daughter of the Sokolover 
Rebbe, R’ Yitzchak Zelig זַצַ״ל. R' Nachum 
learned with his father-in-law for 5 years and 
later helped his father-in-law found the  יבָה יְשִּׁ
ל שְרָאֵּ ית יִּ יכָה in Sokolov. He received בֵּ  from סְמִּ
R' Eliezer Shalom of Piotrkov זַצַ״ל and R' 
Shmuel of Wengrob זַצַ״ל. He served as רָב in 
Sokolov, Poland, alongside his father-in-law. 
He visited the USA in 1926-27 to raise funds 
for the Sokolover יבָה  While there, he was .יְשִּׁ
persuaded to remain by the Novominsker 
ים ידִּ  who had arrived earlier, choosing to חֲסִּ
make his home and open his ׁדְרָש ית מִּ  in בֵּ
Brooklyn. Following his father’s ירָה  ,in 1933 פְטִּ
he became the Novominsker Rebbe of New 
York. He held court first on the Lower East 
Side and later in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, 
where he attracted people from both the 
Chassidic and the Lithuanian communities. His 
style of learning was similar to the Brisker  ְדֶרֶך
מּוּד  Later on, he moved to Boro Park. He .הַלִּ
was active in Agudath Israel of America and 
other public bodies on behalf of American 
Jewry. He was succeeded by his son, R’ Yaakov 
Perlow זַצַ״ל, late Novominsker Rebbe and 
Rosh Agudath Israel of America. His י תוֹרָה בְרֵּ  דִּ
were compiled under the name ר נָחוּם  .פְאֵּ
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Understanding
Davening

Daveningקריאת שמע Right?



  

Due to a number of requests from our readers we will also focus on 
some of the הֲלָכוֹת and װָנוֹת ע of כַּ װָנוֹת and הֲלָכוֹת All of these .קְרִיאַת שְמַּ  כַּ
can be found either in the ְלְחָן עָרוּך לְחָן ,רְמָ״א ,שֻׁ שֻׁ מִשְנָה  and/or ,עָרוּךְ הַּ
 (.For additional  information, see sources listed below) .בְרוּרָה
Even before we start the words  ע יִשְרָאֵלשְמַּ  we must...  
1) Concentrate that within   ע קְרִיאַת שְמַּ we are reaffirming in our mind to 
individually reaccept each one of the דֵבְרוֹת ת הַּ רֶׂ    .עֲשֶׂ

2) Realize that each word heals one of our 248 limbs and organs.  

1) This is NOT an “absolute must”, but see בְשָמִים ראֹש (found in ַּתְפִלּוֹת ַּר ה כָתְבוּ  :(אוֹצ
ַּדִבְרוֹת... ֶׂת ה ֶׂר ֶׂקוֹרֵא ק״ש בְעֲש ַּרְהֵר בְעוֹד ש ַּפּוֹסְקִים טוֹב לְה משנה ברורה סימן ס״א סעיף  See also  ;ה
 קטן ב׳
2) See משנה ברורה סימן ס ״ א סעיף קטן ו  ׳
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1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
 ?say you will be blessed חֲזַ״ל What is another similar way .וגו׳

2. What will you have plenty of if your weights and measures are 
exact? 

1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 

1. In connection with the מִצְוָה of שִכְחָה, the פָסוּק says  ָלְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך
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1. If a person loses a sum of money in the street and the money is found by an עָנִי, 
poor person, then, since the poor person has had some gain, the loser will, in 
turn, receive a blessing (ָ24:19 — ד״ה לְמַעַן יְבָרֶכְך). 

2. Weights and measures. The פָסוּק writes the same four words doubled. רַשִ״י 
explains: you will be blessed with double weights (25:15 — ד״ה אֶבֶן שְלֵמָה). 
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the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic time גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דוֹלֵי  messages from our תּוֹרָׁ גְּ
אֵל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,יִשְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

וַת  עֲשֵה  מִן  הַ  ה מִצְּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָׁ באֹ עַל הַצִבּוּר …  לִזְּ תָּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל אִם לאֹ … עַל כָׁ אַבָׁ
עֲקוּ  נוּ  …  יִזְּ ם אִירַע לָׁ עוֹלָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה מֵמִנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רוּ דָׁ א יאֹמְּ לָׁ רִיוּת …  אֶׁ זָׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ הַרֵי זוּ דֶׁ

רוֹת אַחֵרוֹת.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ תּוֹסִיף הַצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אוֹרַיְּ וַת עֲשֵה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to  occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ בַּ״ם הִלְּ ג-רַמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam זַצַ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no בִיאִים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
 If we were to search for one word which might describe the 
confused state of the world today, the word would be “uncertainty.” 
These are uncertain times, indeed. Gone is the sense of security 
which the established order seemed to offer. Most of the proven 
values and norms seem to have become worn out, the beautiful 
slogans are exhausted, the lofty ideals deflated, and the pious 
phrases have wilted away. 
 In line with the global erosion of certainty, the much 
overrated “sense of security” which had taken possession of all those 
who indulged in the “American Dream” has vanished into thin air. For 
this American dream has in the meantime turned into a nightmare, 
what with mob violence, crime in the streets, drug addiction, student 
unrest and the like. 
 The teeming metropolis which we fondly and proudly used 

to call our Home has become a gigantic caldron boiling hot with racial 
hatred, noisy demonstrations, outbursts of burning and looting … 
 What we experience in this city is duplicated all over the 
United States and abroad. Even suburbia does not offer anything 
better than an imaginary refuge which is at best of a very temporary 
nature …  
 The descriptions of the pre-messianic era of the so-called 
“labor-pains,” the  ַשִׁיח לֵי מָׁ בְּ  which we can find in our sacred ,חֶׁ
writings, are a veritable blueprint of the dismal drama of universal 
decay which we are forced to witness in our time. In the language of 
the מוּד  this is the age of “utter shamelessness, flauntingly תַּלְּ
displayed by a dog-faced generation which leaves us no other 
recourse than to put our sole trust in our Heavenly Father.” 
 By virtue of that faith in מַיִם בַּשָׁׁ  alone, may we be אָבִינוּ שֶׁׁ
able to discover within ourselves the quiet serenity which has fled 
from the world around us …  
 The faith and trust in מַיִם בַּשָׁׁ  which is our single ,אָבִינוּ שֶׁׁ
source of security, engenders within ourselves all the hidden Jewish 
virtues that we have inherited from our forebears. …  
 This is our historic challenge! For our time may very well be 
the gross darkness which precedes the break of dawn …  
 The footsteps of the  ַשִׁיח   …מָׁ
 Therefore, once and for all, let us stop running! 
 This is the world we are to live in. No escape except unto 
the direction of the ה ה Yes, the entire .תּוֹרָׁ  with all its timeless תּוֹרָׁ
glory, undiluted, uncompromised, and unchangeable. 
 While a thick fog covers the world and madness the 
nations, the ה  .alone offers us sanity and peace of mind תּוֹרָׁ
 The only certainty in this age of uncertainty is the divine 
promise: ֹכִי לאֹ יִטֹשׁ ד׳ עַמּו. 
 It has stood by our fathers, and it will stand by us. 

נוּ לָׁ ה לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ וְּ דָׁ מְּ עָׁ הִיא שֶׁׁ …וְּ  
Adapted from: Selected Writings - R’ Shimon Schwab זַצַ״ל (with kind permission from CIS) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Our Comforting Haven is Our Torah

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The words of סְלִיחוֹת should not be said in a hurry; rather, 
it is preferable to say a few סְלִיחוֹת slowly and with 
understanding than to rush through the entire סְלִיחוֹת.  

• The רֵי תְשוּבָה עַׁ  to say the words of אָסוּר explains that it is שַׁ
the י״ג מִדּוֹת without fully concentrating on what one is 
saying. 

Halacha 
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The daughter of R' 
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  vividly recalls זַּ
when her father left their home 
to go to the hospital to repair a 
hernia. He walked over to the 
 on his bookshelves and סְפָרִים
kissed each one of them, one at a 
time. He used a footstool and 
began at the top shelf. He 
apologized to a specific סֵפֶר and 
told it, “I had to run to give a 
 ”!שִעוּר
 He murmured apologies 
to other סְפָרִים too.  
 please ,זײַּ מִיר מוֹחֵל“ 
forgive me, but I did not have 
enough time to study you as I 
should have!” 
 The words “Forgive me,” 
were murmured over and over 
again. When he came to a סֵפֶר 
written by the ם סוֹפֵר  he ,חֲתַּ
pulled it out and looked at a 
piece of yellow paper with his 
writing and said: “Holy ם סוֹפֵר  ,חֲתַּ
when we will meet, I would like 
to show you a ט  ”!שְאֵלָה in this פְשַּ
He closed the סֵפֶר lovingly and 
gently returned it to its place. 
 This continued until his 
wife gently informed him that 
the car was waiting to take him 

for the first of only two visits to 
the  hospital.  
 Before he left for the last 
visit to the hospital, shortly 
before his פְטִירָה, he again went 
over to his סְפָרִים cabinet. He 
stood on a chair to reach to the 
top shelf, and in great pain, with 
tears flowing, he gently kissed 
each one of them goodbye. He 
was saying good-bye to the holy 
 to which he was so סְפָרִים
attached and which had served 
him so well for so many years, 
one by one. 
 My לְמִיד  'when R ,תַּ
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  went to the זַּ
hospital, he was concerned that 
he may not return. He truly 
regarded a סֵפֶר not as a book of 
words, but as being alive and 
connected with the eternity of 
the living תוֹרָה. With the purity of 
a child, he saw every סֵפֶר as his 
true friend, each one needing a 
personal farewell. Is it any 
wonder why R’ Reuven 
Grozovsky ״ל צַּ  said, “He is the זַּ
יִים   ”!of this generation חָפֵץ חַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Life and Times of Rabbi 
Yonason Steif (with kind permission from Feldheim) 

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
…לְךְ אָמַר לִבִי בַקְשוּ פָנָי   — In Your behalf, 

my heart has said, “Seek My Presence”?  
 s Presence is very’ה׳ is a month when אֶלוּל
close. He is constantly sending us 
messages to change our ways. This idea is 
hinted in the beginning letters of the סוּק  פָּ
ילִ דוֹדִי וְ דוֹדִי לְ נִי א   — , I am to my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved is mine, )שִיר הַשִירִים ו:ג( 
which spell the word רַשִ״י .אֶלוּל translates 
this idea to in ְוִד הַמֶלֶך ךָ ;s words’דָּ  As — לְּ
Your messenger, מַר לִבִי  My heart tells — אָּ
me. You are sending ה שוּבָּ  messages to תְּ
my heart; You are talking to me and You 
are making me think, י נָּ שוּ פָּ  Seek My“ ,בַקְּ
Presence!” ְוִד הַמֶלֶך נֶיךָ ה׳  continues דָּ אֶת פָּ
ש  do I seek! I am ה׳ Your Presence - אֲבַקֵּ
hearing Your messages and I seek to do 
ה שוּבָּ  !תְּ

Sage Sayings

R' Yonoson Steif זַצַ״ל banged on the ימָה  to relay an urgent בִּ
message. He rhetorically asked his רַבוֹתַי“ ,עוֹלָם, which Name of 
רָאֵל must ד׳ שְּ לַל יִּ  strengthen in order to bring about the final כְּ
Redemption? Every day we plead,  ,ֹמו אֲלֵנוּ, ד׳ ... שְּ רָאֵל’גֹּ שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ , 
Our Redeemer ד׳ …, His Name, ‘The Holy One of Yisroel’!  מעֶן מוּז
דֵי דעֶר אײֵבעֶרשטעֶר׳ס נאָמעֶן זאָל   יגקײַט כְּ פאַרשטאַרקן אוּנדזעֶר הײֵלִּ

רָאֵל’הײֵסן  שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ  — We must strengthen our [areas of] 
holiness in order that His name will be recognized as ‘ דוֹש קְּ
רָאֵל שְּ לִיטָ״א Source: R’ Avrohom Schorr !’יִּ לֵל heard it from a שַׁ  !who was there מִתְפַׁ

 of R' Nachum יאָרצײַט — 1976 / 5736 אֱלוּל 9
Mordechai Perlow זַצַ״ל of Novominsk, Poland 
(1887-1976). Born in Novominsk, to R' Alter 
Yisrael Shimon (ׁי״ש פְאֶרֶת אִּ  and grandson of (תִּ
R’ Yaakov (first Novominsker Rebbe,  פְרָה בַעַל שֻׁׁ
 In 1916, he married Beila Rochma .(דְיַעֲקֹב
Morgenstern, the daughter of the Sokolover 
Rebbe, R’ Yitzchak Zelig זַצַ״ל. R' Nachum 
learned with his father-in-law for 5 years and 
later helped his father-in-law found the  יבָה יְשִּׁ
ל שְרָאֵּ ית יִּ יכָה in Sokolov. He received בֵּ  from סְמִּ
R' Eliezer Shalom of Piotrkov זַצַ״ל and R' 
Shmuel of Wengrob זַצַ״ל. He served as רָב in 
Sokolov, Poland, alongside his father-in-law. 
He visited the USA in 1926-27 to raise funds 
for the Sokolover יבָה  While there, he was .יְשִּׁ
persuaded to remain by the Novominsker 
ים ידִּ  who had arrived earlier, choosing to חֲסִּ
make his home and open his ׁדְרָש ית מִּ  in בֵּ
Brooklyn. Following his father’s ירָה  ,in 1933 פְטִּ
he became the Novominsker Rebbe of New 
York. He held court first on the Lower East 
Side and later in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, 
where he attracted people from both the 
Chassidic and the Lithuanian communities. His 
style of learning was similar to the Brisker  ְדֶרֶך
מּוּד  Later on, he moved to Boro Park. He .הַלִּ
was active in Agudath Israel of America and 
other public bodies on behalf of American 
Jewry. He was succeeded by his son, R’ Yaakov 
Perlow זַצַ״ל, late Novominsker Rebbe and 
Rosh Agudath Israel of America. His י תוֹרָה בְרֵּ  דִּ
were compiled under the name ר נָחוּם  .פְאֵּ

This Week in History

Understanding
Davening

Daveningקריאת שמע Right?



כתיבה וחתימה טובה

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 Steif in שׁײֵנדל and ר׳ צְבִי was born to ר׳ יוֹנָתָן זַצַ״ל
Gaya, Czechoslovakia. At age 11, he went to learn in 
Pressburg under (שֵׁבֶט סוֹפֵר) ר׳ שִמְחָה בּוּנִים סוֹפֵר זַצַ״ל 

where he became close to (אב״ד) ר׳ דָוִד נײַמַן זַצַ״ל. In 1902, he 
married בּלוּמָא Fischel. After serving as רָב and ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה in Guta 
and then Ungvar, he joined the prestigious Budapest בֵּית דִין  from 
1922-1944. He escaped to Switzerland on the Kastner Transport. In 
1947, he immigrated to America. After serving briefly as מַגִיד שִׁעוּר 
in Nitra, he became רָב of קְהִלַת װִין. Universally accepted as a  גָדוֹל
 to תְשׁוּבוֹת Thousands of his .הִתְאַחְדוּת הָרַבָּנִים he headed the ,הַדוֹר
 He .שו״ת מַהַרִ״י שׁטײַף from all over the world are recorded in שְׁאֵלוֹת
also wrote  סְפָרִיםon שַׁ״ס ,אֱמוּנָה, and the  ַשֶׁבַע מִצְוֹת בְּנֵי נֹח. 

  ט׳ אלול
5637 – 5718 
1877 – 1958 

 ד׳ would converse with זַצַ״ל Steif ר׳ יוֹנָתָן
like a son speaks to his father. On one 
particularly hot and humid summer 
day, he was deeply immersed in his 
learning. בָחוּרִים in camp watched his 
 with awe. A sudden breeze הַתְמָדָה
brought a short relief.  ר׳ יוֹנָתָן stood 
up and said, “!ַאַ שׁײֵנעֶם דאַנק, מַשִיב הָרוּח 
— Thank you so much, Master of the 
blowing wind!” Their רֶבִי’s message of thanking 
 !was forever etched in their collective memories ד׳
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

לאֹ  תְתַעֵב  מִצְרִי  כִי  גֵר  הָײִתָ  בְאַרְצוֹ )דְבָרִים כג:ח(. …    
  …You shall not reject any Egyptian, for you were a sojourner 
in his land. 

ם אַכְסַנְיָא בִשְעַת הַדְחָק הָיוּ לָכֶׁ ם לַיְאוֹר, מַה טַעַם, שֶׁ זָרְקוּ זְכוֹרֵיכֶׁ  אַף עַל פִי שֶׁ
 … even though they threw our males babies into the river. 
What is the reason? Because they were your hosts at a time of pressing 
need (רַשִ״י שָם) 
 מִצְרִיִים comments on these words that, although the רַשִ״י 
threw the Jewish male babies into the יְאוֹר, [for the express purpose of 
annihilating our redeemer] the מִצְרִיִים’s descendants are permitted to 
marry into the general Jewish-born population after three generations 
as גֵרִים, righteous converts. Why are the מִצְרִיִים given this privilege? 
Weren’t the מִצְרִיִים terribly wicked to our ancestors who they enslaved 
for so many years and who they attempted to annihilate? 
 :gratitude because מִצְרִיִים explains that we owe the רַשִ״י 
ם אַכְסַנְיָא בִשְעַת הַדְחָק הָיוּ לָכֶׁ  they were your hosts at a time of — שֶׁ
pressing need. When יַעֲקֹב and his family came down to מִצְרַיִם from 
 permitted them to settle in the fertile פַרְעֹה ,to escape the hunger כְנַעַן
region of ן  where they were given food and lodging and were גֹשֶׁ
treated with respect and generosity.  
 This hospitality continued until יוֹסֵף’s death seventy years 
later. Even then, the actual slavery did not begin until the passing of 

 nearly twenty years later. Thus, for ,לֵוִי ,s last surviving sibling’יוֹסֵף
about ninety years after יַעֲקֹב’s arrival in פַרְעֹה ,מִצְרַיִם and his people let 
the Jews live in relative peace and tranquility. For that, we are 
commanded to accept their males converts as marriage partners after 
three generations. 
 This מִצְוָה teaches us an important lesson:  ֹמִיעוּט הַטוֹב אֵינו
 A small measure of good is not discounted by a large — בָטֵל בְרִיבוּי הָרַע
measure of evil (and certainly vice versa). Therefore, we have the 
responsibility to treat Egyptians kindly, even though they enslaved us 
and killed our children. 
 This concept is a יְסוֹד, critical principle, in all interpersonal 
relationships. If a person is the recipient of good, the debt of gratitude 
still exists even if, on a later occasion, the benefactor may cause the 
individual pain or discomfort. We ask ד׳ to remember the good that we 
have done and to overlook our moments of weakness. ד׳ looks at us 
and asks, “How are your relationships with your family and friends? Do 
you overlook their moments of weakness?” 
 is the time of the year when we should be חוֹדֶשׁ אֶלוּל 
dedicating our best efforts towards self-improvement. Our attempts at 
שׁוּבָה  to הַכָרַת הַטוֹב should begin by focusing on demonstrationg our תְּ
the people that we encounter on a daily basis.  

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way (with kind permission from Rabbi Sholom Smith) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI A talmid once noticed the Pupa Rebbe, R’ Yaakov 
Yechezkiya Greenwald, about to enter his office.

The talmid returned later...The Rebbe tried to make light of the issue...

In his haste the bochur 
was not careful…

Gadol shimushan... It’s 
a great mitzvah to serve 

my Rebbe. Let me rush 
and open the door.

Ah, my son, don’t 
worry. It’s just a 
message that I’m 

not worthy of such 
honor...

Rebbe, please forgive 
me. I feel terrible. I’m 
sorry that I was not 
concentrating and...

If that’s the case, 
you caused that in 

Shamayim there was a 
discussion about me... 
if so, I really have to 

thank you!

My son, what did you do 
wrong? Chazal say that a 
person does not bang his 
finger in this world unless 
it has been decreed in the 

upper worlds!

Oy, Rebbe! I… 
I’m so sorry! 

Here is a tissue.

R' Yaakov Yechezkiya Grunwald זַצַ״ל was born in Csorna, Hungary, to R' Moshe and Zisel (Gestetner) 
Grunwald זַצַ״ל. He studied under his father until his marriage at age 18 to Sora Rivka, the daughter of 
his uncle R' Yisroel Menachem Braun זַצַ״ל. In 1906, when he was just 24 years old he was appointed  אַב
ין ית דִּ  in Likov, Hungary. In 1911, he was invited to take over his uncle R' Eliezer Dovid's position as the בֵּ
ין ית דִּ  in Honiad, Hungary, and in 1929, he was רָב of Deutschkreutz, Austria. In 1924, he became אַב בֵּ
chosen as רָב of Pupa, Hungary. He established a יבָה  there which soon numbered 300 students. He יְשִּ
guided his ים ידִּ  as his own children and taught each one by example the importance of diligence in תַלְמִּ
learning דוֹת טוֹבוֹת ,תוֹרָה ם and מִּ רְאַת שָמַיִּ ים He was endeared and revered by the .יִּ  .of his generation גְדוֹלִּ
He authored several ים ד יַעֲקֹב :including ,סְפָרִּ ים and תוֹרָה on) וַיַגֶּ יךָ לְיַעֲקֹב ,(מוֹעֲדִּ שְפָטֶּ זוֹב and ,שו״ת מִּ  אֲגוּדַת אֵּ
(on סַח ל פֶּ ים among others. His notable (הַגָדָה שֶּ ידִּ  known) זַצַ״ל included R' Yaakov Yitzchak Neumann תַלְמִּ

as the Pupa רָב), who served as רָב of the Belz community in Montreal after WWII. 
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