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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmani zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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The Attribute of Justice Could Not Prevail in

the Synagogues and Houses of Study Because
of Yitzchak's Ancient Blessing

“But Hashem, your G-d, was unwilling to listen to Bilam,
and Hashem, your G-d, transformed the curse into a
blessing for you, because Hashem, your G-d, loves you.”
(Devarim 23:6)

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 105b) teaches in the
name of Rabbi Abba bar Kahana that all the
blessings pronounced by Bilam ultimately
reverted to curses, except those concerning the
synagogues and houses of study, as it is written:
“HasHEM, your G-d, transformed the curse into
a blessing for you”—the curse, in the singular,
and not the curses.

This particular blessing remained intact
because, when the Children of Israel sinned,
the Attribute of Justice found grounds upon
which to act, and as a result of their sins, all the
other blessings reverted to curses.

The blessing concerning the synagogues and
houses of study, however, depends upon a far
earlier blessing that Yitzchak bestowed upon
Yaakov when he declared: “The voice is the

And what is the reason?
“Because HASHEM, your G-d, loves you.”

HaKadosh Baruch Hu loves the voice of Yaakov, as it is written:
“Let Me hear your voice, for your voice is sweet.” (Shir HaShirim
2: 14) (Zera Shimshon, Parashat Balak, art. 8)

Explaining the Charges Against Moav

“Because [the Moabites] did not come forth to meet you

with bread and water on your journey after you left Egypt,

and because they hired against you Bilam the son of
Beor, from Petor of Aram Naharaim, to
curse you.” (Devarim 23:5)

The verse mentions two reasons why the
Moabites were to be excluded from the
congregation of Hashem and, even if they
wished to do so, could never convert and
become part of the Jewish people:

1. Because they did not welcome Israel with
bread and water.
2. Because they hired Bilam to curse them.

These two reasons are closely connected, with
the second reinforcing the first.

We find (see Abarbanel's commentary) that
at the end of the forty years in the wilderness,
Moav did in fact provide bread and water to
Israel, as it is written: “You shall sell me food
for money that I may eat, and give me water
for money that I may drink... just as the

voice of Yaakov.” As long as the voice of
Yaakov resounds in the synagogues and houses of study, the
hands of Esav cannot prevail.

Since this original blessing can never be revoked, Bilam's
blessing concerning the synagogues and houses of study likewise
could never be turned into a curse.

This is why the verse concludes: “HASHEM, your G-d, transformed
the curse into a blessing for you,” referring specifically to the
blessing concerning the synagogues and houses of study, as
explained by the Gemara.

children of Esav who dwell in Seir and the
Moabites who dwell in Ar did for me” (Devarim 2:28-29).

From this it is evident that the Moabites did provide Israel with
bread and water. For this reason, the Ramban writes that the verse
“because they did not come forth to meet you with bread and
water” refers only to Ammon and not to Moav.

The Maharsha (Sanhedrin 103a), however, proves from the
Gemara that this criticism also applies to Moav, because they
should have provided the food and water free of charge.

Why were they obligated to do so? o
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© Because they should have repaid the kindness that Avraham Avinu
had shown to their ancestor Lot.

Furthermore, they are reproached for not coming to Israel's aid
immediately after the Exodus, when the nation was still enduring great
hardship in the wilderness and had not yet received the mann or the water
from Miriam's well.

Instead, they waited until the end of the forty years to offer bread and
water, by which time Israel scarcely needed such assistance.

One might nevertheless object that supporting a nation of more than six
hundred thousand people required enormous financial resources. Perhaps
the Moabites were uncertain whether Israel would reimburse them, and
therefore they hesitated to take such a risk. Only after seeing that Israel
had paid the children of Esav for food and water did they also come
forward to help. If so, how could their offense have been so severe as to
justify their permanent exclusion from the congregation of Hashem?

Therefore, the verse adds the second reason: “And because they hired

The Tenant Who Appeared Right After the Study

Rabbi Yehuda Green, from Modi'in Illit, Israel,
told us his personal story of salvation:

The older ones among us remember that the city of Modi'in
1llit was founded with the purpose of helping reduce housing
costs for parents-in-law who needed to marry off their
children and provide them with a home of their own. Today,
twenty or thirty years after the founding of the city, Modi'in
1lit is filled with Torah scholars and scribes, and demand
has increased accordingly. As a result, housing prices are
practically the same as in the center of the country.

Thus, after the substantial sums that my parents and
parents-in-law contributed—and after adding the savings
we ourselves had accumulated over the years—we bought
an apartment in Modi'in 1llit. Nevertheless, the monthly
mortgage payment remained very high. In order to ease this
monthly expense, we decided to divide the apartment and
build a rental unit so that the rent would serve as essential
support toward paying the monthly mortgage.

For a long time, everything went smoothly. However, the
tenant who had lived there for several years announced
that he was leaving the apartment. We advertised the listing
on our own, but no interested renters appeared. Later, we
turned to several real estate agents to handle finding us a

against you Bilam the son of Beor, from Petor of Aram Naharaim, to
curse you.”

With this, the Torah reveals the true reason they did not offer bread and
water free of charge.

If they wished to defend themselves by claiming that they lacked
sufficient financial means, the fact that they promised Bilam an enormous
sum of money to come and curse Israel proves precisely the opposite. It
is therefore clear that their refusal to provide bread and water free of
charge did not stem from concern for their wealth, but from their hatred
of Israel.

And when, after forty years, they finally provided bread and water in
exchange for payment, they did so not out of concern for Israel, but solely
for their own financial gain.

Accordingly, they fully deserved the punishment of having failed to
come forth to meet Isracl with bread and water, for their conduct was
motivated by hatred.

(Zera Shimshon, Parashat Ki Tetzé, art. 7)
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tenant, but no one turned up and
the apartment remained empty.

A month passed, and then another, while the mortgage
payments continued to be mercilessly debited from our
bank account. Our relatives mobilized to help us with this
important task and tried every possible way to find potential
tenants, but they were unsuccessful as well.

Throughout all this time, the situation worried us deeply.
One day, as we were discussing the matter again, one of
our children proposed an original idea:

“Why don't we go into the rental unit and study a passage
from the teachings of the Zera Shimshon there? After all,
its author promised ‘houses full of all good things.’ Surely
we will merit seeing his blessing fulfilled.”

No sooner said than done. We entered the apartment with
our books and began studying the teachings of the Zera
Shimshon, lifting up prayers and supplications that, with
Heavenly assistance, we might merit seeing his words come
true.

It was something truly extraordinary! That very night, one
of the real estate agents called to tell us he had a serious
client who wanted to see the apartment. That same night, the
lease agreement was signed, with good fortune and blessing.

Published and distributed by The International Organization to Disseminate the Works of The Zera Shimshon

Translated and written by Rabbi Moshe Spira - yomospira@gmait.com

To receive the Seforim of the Zera Shimshon or for sponsorships and donations please contact:

USA - Rabbi Menachem Binyomin Paskesz 347-496-5657 mbpaskesz@gmail.com
Zera Shimshon c/o Rabbi B Paskesz 1645 48th Street, Brooktyn NY 11204

P90 NPTPAI 1NNVIAS AYD 21V Y1 2171 1PN 223 DYPONA YY1 DPTMIDA HY YOWP P11 AN YO0 17 DPWITPA 1NN 21T TR MIT

)i
g

nr]q\

)

1w

® Eretz Yisroel - Rabbi Yisroel Silberberg
052-716-6450 zera277@gmail.com
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