
Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

ים עוֹזֶר  ,was born in Ivye זַצַ״ל Grodzinski ר׳ חַיִּ
Lithuania, to לֺמֺה ד שְׁ קָה and ר׳ דָוִּ קָה עֶלְׁ בְׁ  He learned .רִּ
in the Volozhin יבָה שִּ  at זַצַ״ל under R' Chaim of Brisk יְׁ

age 15. In 1884, he married לֵאָה, daughter of the Vilna דַיָן (son-in-
law of R' Yisrael Salanter זַצַ״ל). Upon his father-in-law’s ירָה טִּ  2 פְׁ
years later, he served as the unofficial רָב of Vilna for 55 years. His 
only child, a girl, was טֶרֶת פְׁ  at 20. He was a founder and the first נִּ
president of רָאֵל שְׁ  and was the leader of European Jewry. As אֲגדַֻת יִּ
the יוֹשֵב ראֺש of the יבוֹת שִּ  he distributed funds to the ,וַעַד הַיְׁ
European יבוֹת שִּ יד His love for the .יְׁ לַל and the יָחִּ  .were legendary כְׁ
With his brilliant mind, phenomenal memory and unusual  ירַת סִּ מְׁ
יעֶזֶר he authored ,נֶפֶש  .(three volumes) שו״ת אַחִּ

  ה׳ מנחם אב
5623 – 5700 
1863 – 1940 

Once, ים עוֹזֶר  spent his זַצַ״ל Grodzinski ר׳ חַיִּ
vacation at a place on the outskirts of 
Vilna. He was offered a very 
comfortable  apartment which his 
ים ר׳  .liked and suggested he rent עַסְקָנִּ
ים עוֹזֶר  checked it out. Turning to his חַיִּ
helpers he said, “I see the kitchen is 
situated at quite a distance from the 
living room. Ask the maid, to look at the 
setup with the kitchen. Only if she agrees 
should we take it!”                               Source: Men of Distinction 
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י טָרְחֲכֶם   ים א:יב(… אֵיכָה אֶשָא לְבַדִּ יבְכֶם )דְבָרִּ וְרִּ  
How can I alone bear your burdensome difficulties … and your quarrels? 
 how, in this same context, to ,אֵיכָה contrast the word חֲזַ״ל 
the painful cry of the later ים יאִּ  when אֵיכָה who also used the word ,נְבִּ
they were referring to the חוּרְבָן of the ׁקְדָש  leins בַעַל קוֹרֵא The .בָתֵי מִּ
this פָסוּק differently than the others, singing it to the tune of אֵיכָה, 
which is read on שְׁעָה בְאָב  ,The obvious connection is the single word .תִּ
  .אֵיכָה
 The גְרָ״א suggests a deeper connection between the ים  .פְסוּקִּ
י says the word מֹשֶׁה י alone. Another form of ,לְבַדִּ ילַת  is found in לְבַדִּ מְגִּ
 ,גָאוֹן How the city sits in solitude. This, says the ,אֵיכָה יָשְׁבָה בָדָד — אֵיכָה
is the common essence of the tragedy of שְׁעָה בְאָב  .s lament’מֹשֶׁה and תִּ
Both had similarities as regards to feeling of loneliness. Being a leader 
of a לָה  community, is an awesome responsibility, but it is easier to ,קְהִּ
accept those responsibilities when one knows that he has the full 
support and encouragement of his לָה  The role is significantly easier .קְהִּ
to bear when the leader does not feel that he is alone. When a leader 
makes decisions that are appealing, he is a popular leader. When the 
rulings are controversial, because they do not exactly meet the likings 
of the people, suddenly the same leader is under siege. He now finds 
himself with a difficult feeling of being alone. 
 .was not complaining about the burdens of leadership מֹשֶׁה 
He was addressing the fact that it is lonely at the top. מֹשֶׁה was able to 

bear the burden of the problems of שְׁרָאֵל  only to the extent that כְלַל יִּ
שְׁרָאֵל  did not need this מֹשֶׁה .were able to understand his position כְלַל יִּ
support. He was quite capable of directing the affairs of שְׁרָאֵל  .כְלַל יִּ
 was a leader, and yet, as he painfully says, even he felt alone. As a מֹשֶׁה
leader of the nation that left the slavery of ם צְרַיִּ  he had to deal with ,מִּ
many different situations that were sometimes unpleasant for the 
people to accept. 
 The יא  People who .יְרוּשָׁלַיִּם laments a similar condition in נָבִּ
were in distress were left to care for themselves. Nobody else was 
concerned with helping other people with their day-to-day issues. 
 There are lonely people in every community who do not 
seek any צְדָקָה or gifts. They yearn only for a little bit of friendship—a 
“hello”, a quick visit on שַׁבָת, someone to share their joy and pain. They 
do not want to be alone. We must make an honest effort to alleviate 
their loneliness. 
ים  שְׁעָה בְאָב before שַׁבָת is always read on the פַרְשַׁת דְבָרִּ  and ,תִּ
is the saddest שַׁבָת of the year. This שַׁבָת carries a special message of 
loneliness: אֵיכָה יָשְׁבָה בָדָד, How the city sits alone. 
 This year, more than ever, רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  This .גָלוּת is so alone in ,כְּ
 is an appropriate time to reflect about others, especially those who שַבָת
are lonely, and to uplift their spirits. May the world witness the Unity of 
 .speedily in our time ,תּוֹרָה His special nation and the ,ד׳

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI R’ Shimon Schwab once spent some 
time in Denver visiting his son R’ Myer, 

the dean of the city’s Bais Yaakov.

R’ Shimon insisted, explaining that he wanted 
to also have a share in this Kiddush Hashem.

When R’ Myer came home he returned with 
two suits and gave the change to his father.

My son, as you know, I 
have severe difficulty walking. 
Could you please take this $20 
and pick up my suits from the 

cleaners?

Myer, you gave 
me far too much 

change - the cleaner 
must have charged you 

for only one suit!

Papa, you are 
right! Bli neder, 
first thing in the 
morning I’ll go 
back and return 
the extra money.

Myer, I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but it should 

not wait until tomorrow. Can 
we go right now? And I want 

to come along!

Papa, of course... but 
isn’t it better to stay 
home, because of the 

difficulty walking?

Myer, please park 
the car in front of the 
cleaners, and explain 

to the proprietor that I 
would have come myself 

but I have difficulty 
walking...

Papa, of 
course... this 
is my special 

zechus!

R’ Myer told the proprietor what his father had 
instructed him to say and pointed to his father in the car. I know! My father is a Rabbi, 

and to him the matter of having 
money in his possession that did not 
belong to him needed to be rectified 

right away. It could not wait till 
tomorrow!

Thank you so much 
for returning the money, but, Rabbi, 

you and your elderly father shouldn’t 
have made a special trip for this! 

You could have brought the money 
tomorrow.

מְעוֹן  in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. In 1926, he learned in חַנָה and ר׳ יְהוּדָה was born to זַצַ״ל Schwab ר׳ שִׁ
the Telz Yeshiva (Lithuania) and then in Mir (Poland) before becoming דַיָן in Darmstadt, Germany. In 
מְעוֹן ,1930  with the) זַצַ״ל met with In the spring of 1930, he spent a weekend with R' Yisrael Meir Kagan ר׳ שִׁ
ים  then the leader of non-Hassidic Eastern-European Ashkenazi Jewry. The visit made a strong ,(חָפֵץ חַיִׁ
impression on him, and מְעוֹן  would later often refer to the encounter in public speeches ר׳ שִׁ
throughout his life. He married Recha Froehlich in 1931. In 1933, he became the רָב in the district of 
Ichenhausen in Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 1936, R' Schwab served as רָב in Baltimore, where he 
founded the Bais Yaakov School for Girls of Baltimore. In 1958, he joined R' Joseph Breuer זַצַ״ל, 
serving as רָב of קְהַל עַדַת יְשוּרוּן, where he served until his ירָה מַעְיָן  ,A prolific writer, his magnum opus .פְטִׁ
לָה ,Selected Writings ,בֵית הַשוֹאֵבָה יוּן תְפִׁ ה Rav Schwab on Prayer, edited posthumously by) עִׁ  his ,ר׳ מֺשֶׁ

eldest son), and more, reflect his original thinking, practical הַשְקָפָה and historical genius. 
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Due to a number of requests from our readers we are focusing on the 
correct reading of קְרִיאַת שְמַע. It is fascinating to note that the ְלְחָן עָרוּך  שֻׁ
and later אַחֲרוֹנִים including the לְחָן  list many of מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה and עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁ
the most common mistakes. For example, please read the following out 
loud just a little  fast (record it if you can) and then re-read below at how 
it may sound: 
1) In the … we must be careful to pronounce קְרִיאַת שְמַע  ר אָנֹכִי  … אֲשֶׁ  
2) and:  … ם ת … מְטַר אַרְצְכֶׁ ר ד׳ … וְעָצַר אֶׁ …אֲשֶׁ  
3) and:  … ר ד׳ ם …  וַיאֹמֶׁ ר אַתֶׁ …אֲשֶׁ  

In all of these cases the 2nd word begins with the letter א. If read too quickly, the א is 
easily swallowed up (1) ֶׁר אָנֹכִי ֶׁרנֹכִי may sound like אַש  may sound like מְטַר אַרְצְכֶׁם (2) אַש
ֶׁת ;מְטַרַצְכֶׁם ֶׁת may sound like וְעָצַר א ֶׁר ד׳ ;וְעָצַר ֶׁרדֹנָי may sound like אֲש ֶׁר ד׳ (3) אֲש  may וַיאֹמ
sound like ֶׁרדֹנָי ֶׁם ;וַיאֹמ ֶׁר אַת ֶׁם may sound like אֲש ֶׁרַת   .etc ,אֲש
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1. From where did ה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֹשֶׁ
peace even though the offer would be turned down? 

2. Why does it say ּזַזְנו  s — by the’ז we looted, spelled with two — בָּ
spoil of סִיחוֹן and ּבַזּוֹנו — we looted, with one ז — by the spoil of 
 ?עוֹג

1 At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,מַתַן תוֹר  to the other nations even תוֹר
though He knew they would turn down the offer (ַּר קְדֵמוֹת  .(2:26 — ד״ה מִמִדְב

ָּיוֹן is from the root בַזּוֹנוּ 2 ָּאֵל .which means disgusted ,בִז  had so much from בְנֵי יִשְר
the spoils of the war with סִיחוֹן, that they only took the gold and silver from the 
spoils of (2:34 — ד״ה מְתִם) עוֹג. 
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the spoils of the war with סִיחוֹן, that they only took the gold and silver from the 
spoils of (2:34 — ד״ה מְתִם) עוֹג. 

קריאת שמעQuestions    week רש"י of 
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic event גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During this period, the 3 weeks of צָרִים ין הַמְּ  and the בֵּ
following weeks leading up to ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה (a period of 9 weeks in all), 
this column will be featuring some timeless תּוֹרָה messages from our 
ל רָאֵּ י יִשְּ דוֹלֵּ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves ,גְּ
for the better during a communal, national and/or world tragedy.  

ה מִן הַ  וַת עֲשֵּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָהמִצְּ תָּבאֹ עַל הַצִבוּר  …  לִזְּ אַבָל אִם לאֹ …  עַל כָל צָרָה שֶׁׁ
עֲקוּ  הָג הָעוֹלָם אִירַע לָנוּ … יִזְּ מִנְּ ה מֵּ רוּ דָבָר זֶׁ לָא יאֹמְּ זָרִיוּת … אֶׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ י זוּ דֶׁ הַרֵּ

רוֹת.…  תּוֹסִיף הַצָרָה צָרוֹת אַחֵּ וְּ  
 It is a תָא אוֹרַיְּ ה דְּ וַת עֲשֵּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent [lit: cry / wail] … when any 
communal tragic event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, 
but rather says that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … 
[since it causes] additional [רִי בַ״ם ) calamities to  occur [בַחֲמַת קֶׁ רַמְּ

ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ ג-הִלְּ ).   
 In 2011, after a decade had passed since the world changed 
from the tragedy of the 23rd of Elul 5761, (September 11th, 2001), the 
intense impact of the event was still painfully felt around the globe.  
 During that decade and after that as well, the world was 
beset by many individual, communal, national and global tragedies. In 
fact, some of the worst historical ‘Heaven sent’ weather related 
disasters (earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes) occurred in the last two 
decades. Hamodia turned to the דוֹלִים  to provide a perspective on גְּ
unfathomable events.  

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
 Reflecting on the catastrophic events of a decade ago, we 
realize that we —as Jews whom חֲזַ״ל taught to pray for כוּת  — שָׁלוֹם מַלְּ
must take a measure of the pain and suffering that was brought upon 
the Unites States on September 11, 2001. Indeed, we should beg the 
ל עוֹלָם  to protect this country where we have found hospitality רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁׁ
and the freedom to practice our religion in a manner that is 
unprecedented in out history. 
 With pain we recall the victims and the families in our 
community that lost their loved ones  עַל קִדּוּשׁ ד׳. Because New York 

City is the city with the largest Jewish population in the world, it was a 
natural target for the terrorists’ heinous crimes. The דוֹשִׁים  we lost קְּ
in the attacks of 9/11 were murdered in cold blos because of their 
Jewishness. 
 As the entire civilized world bore witness, the spilling of 
innocent blood crystallized awareness that ל מָאֵּ אַךְ is — as the יִשְּׁ  מַלְּ
related to הָגָר — a  א אָדָם רֶׁ ץ חַיִים The .(wild man) פֶׁ  is reported to חָפֵּ
have said that this “ א אָדָם רֶׁ ל quality of ”פֶׁ מָאֵּ  will not change until יִשְּׁ
the time of the redemption. On that infamous day in 2001, one 
lesson the world learned was the actualization on the ץ חַיִים  s’חָפֵּ
words. Thousands of attempts at publicizing that lesson, and 
hundreds of op-ed articles, could not deliver that message to 
mankind as effectively and as unequivocally as the גָחָה  s plot that’הַשְּׁ
unfolded on that day. 
 Our community, whose eyes and hearts are focused on  ץ רֶׁ אֶׁ
ל רָאֵּ  can find a measure of solace in this tragedy: Those who lost ,יִשְּ
their lives on September 11 cam be considered among those who  ין אֵּ
חִיצָתָן יָה יָכוֹל לַעֲמוֹד בִמְּ  no creature on Earth can reach their — כָל בִרְּ
exalted place in עוֹלָם הַבָא, for with their very lives they clarified the 
distinction between evil and righteousness, and between man and 
beast. 
 Another lesson learned on that day is that man’s greatest 
advances are dependent on ד׳’s grace. In the blink of an eye a 
mammoth edifice is torn asunder and all the efforts and energies that 
were invested in building it are for naught. The supreme command 
that was once personified by the Romanoff Tsars, the evil empire of 
the Third Reich, and the influence of the power-hungry students of 
the school of Marx and Lenin, are gone without a trace. Is it possible 
that Western culture, too, can be heading into an abyss? Those who 
will hold steadfastly to the ways of our forefathers will merit to find 
refuge, as the פסוק promises: יטָה לֵּ יֶׁה פְּ הַר צִיוֹן תִּהְּ  הַר צִיוֹן but on — וּבְּ
there shall be a remnant (יָה א:יז  .(עֹבַדְּ

Adapted from: Hamodia Magazine 9/11 - Ten Years Later (with kind permission) 
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Lessons Learned — R’ Abba Brudny שליט״א

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

אָב •  .takes on some aspects of the fast עֶרֶב ט׳ בְּ
חָה • אָב on מִנְּ  should be recited early enough to allow ח׳ בְּ

time to finish eating סֶקֶת עוּדַת הַמַפְּ קִיעָה before סְּ    .sunset ,שְּ

• One sits alone for the סֶקֶת עוּדַת הַמַפְּ  on the ground or on ,סְּ
a low stool, and eats hard bread and a hard boiled egg 
dipped in ashes. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The ״ל צַּ יִים זַּ  would חָפֵץ חַּ
not initiate any public action, or 
sign any public document, until 
he consulted with R' Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski ״ל צַּ יִים The .זַּ  חָפֵץ חַּ
considered him as a living 
embodiment of תוֹרָה and showed 
him the utmost respect.  
 Once when they were 
both to sign a public 
proclamation, the יִים  חָפֵץ חַּ
refused to sign first, claiming that 
R' Chaim Ozer personified  כָבוֹד
תוֹרָה  'R .(תוֹרָה the honor of) הַּ
Chaim Ozer, in turn, deferred to 
the יִים  claiming that he ,חָפֵץ חַּ
both encompassed תוֹרָה  כָבוֹד הַּ
and should also be respected due 
to his old age. The יִים  then חָפֵץ חַּ
countered that R' Chaim Ozer 
was more than מָרָא דְ׳אַתְרָא of 
Vilna; he was the מוֹרֶה of  ל כְלַּ
 as well and should sign ,יִשְרָאֵל
first.  
 Finally, R' Chaim Ozer 
won the "argument," backing his 
claim with " ָשְת  you shall — וְקִדַּ
sanctify the כֹּהֵן" — even over his 
protest — and the יִים  was a חָפֵץ חַּ
יִים The .כֹּהֵן  ,yielded חָפֵץ חַּ

providing that R' Chaim Ozer sign 
alongside his signature, not on 
the following line. Such was the 
גְדוֹלֵי  between the two כָבוֹד
 .יִשְרָאֵל
 An example of one of R' 
Chaim Ozer’s last שְאֵלוֹת:  
 A number of visas to 
leave Vilna had been granted and 
the question arose: who is more 
entitled to them, the old בָנִים  רַּ
and רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה, or the young 
ones?  
 His ק בָנִים The older :פְסַּ  רַּ
should get the visas, for they 
would work tirelessly to see to it 
that those left behind would also 
get visas.  
  My לְמִיד ק this ,תַּ  was פְסַּ
the opposite of secular reasoning. 
R' Chaim Ozer, who 
embodied תוֹרָה and the love for 
 s desire’רֶבִי knew that a ,בְנֵי תוֹרָה
is that his לְמִיד  should be more תַּ
successful than himself. 
Therefore, it follows that the 
older בָנִים  would have the רַּ
stronger will to help the younger 
בָנִים   .be successful רַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Jewish Observer 

רָיִם …  צֵאתִי מִמִצְּ צֵאתִי מִירוּשָלָיִם… בְּ בְּ  
This (ל״א) קִינָה is based on a ׁמִדְרָש which 
contrasts כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל leaving מִצְרַיִם and 
leaving יְרוּשָׁלַיִם. Upon travelling from 
 were transformed into בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל ,מִצְרָיִם
being one nation going from slavery to 
freedom; when leaving the ruins of their 
once glorious capital of יְרוּשָׁלַיִם, they 
travelled as captives and were sold as 
slaves as they were dispersed into גָלוּת, 
exile. We place an egg on our סֵדֶר plate to 
remember תִשְׁעָה בְאָב (the 1st day of פֶסַח is 
on the same day of the week as  תִשְׁעָה
 are both referred פֶסַח and תִשְׁעָה בְאָב .(בְאָב
to as a מוֹעֵד. What is the underlying 
message that connects them? Leaving 
 s’ד׳ ,the world saw, and we felt ,מִצְרַיִם
protection; so too, in our גָלוּת. Even 
though He is hidden, ד׳ is with us and is 
protecting us. May we be זוֹכֶה to  בַיוֹם

ד׳ אֶחָד…הַהוּא  – on that day…ד׳ will be 
One, recognized by all the nations.    

Sage Sayings

R' Chaim Ozer Grodzinski זַצַ״ל, dealt with many of the 
most difficult issues of his time. Seeing that the spiritual 
environment on the street was being contaminated with 
bad influences, he insisted that a חוּר  must actively work בָּ
on ה מִירָּ גִיחַ אוּן "  .guarding oneself ,שְׁ ה אָן קײֵן מַשְׁ שִיבָּ אַ יְׁ
רַבִים שוּת הָּ ר אִיז אַ בוֹר בִרְׁ ה A — מוּסָּ שִיבָּ גִיחַ  without a יְׁ  מַשְׁ
and ר  ”!is a an open pit [hazard] in a public place מוּסָּ

Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn לִיטָ״א  שְׁ

Davening Right?

 — 1572 / 5332 - 1534 / 5294 מְנַחֵם אָב 5
 father ,זַצַ״ל Luria Ashkenazi ר׳ יִצְחָק of יאָרצײַט
of modern (אַרִיזַ״ל / אַרִי הַקָדוֹשׁ) קַבָלָה, born in 
 זַצַ״ל to Rav Shlomo Luria Ashkenazi יְרוּשָׁלַיִם
(author of חָכְמַת שְׁלֹמֹה on שַׁ״ס and ל שְׁלֹמֹה  (יַד שֶׁׁ
and Lipke Sarah (nee Frances). The חִידָא said 
on him that he reached such a high level 
because אֵלִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא purified him with ashes 
of a פָרָה אַדֻמָה. 
 His father passed away shortly after 
his birth, and he learned under Rav Klominus 
until the latter’s פְטִירָה. He then moved to 
Egypt where he learned under ן זִמְרָא ) ר׳ דָוִד בֶׁ
 תַלְמִידִים from age 14. Among the other (רַדְבַ״ז
was ר׳ בְצַלְאֵל Ashkenazi (ת צֶׁ  At age .(שִׁיטָה מְקוּבֶׁ
22, he dedicated himself to the study of the 
 spending the next 7 years in near-total ,זֹהַר
seclusion and meditation.  
 In 1570, at age 36, he emigrated to 
ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  to אֵלִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא per instructions of) אֶׁ
pass all of his תוֹרָה to ר׳ חַיִים Vital in צְפַת in 
northern ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  where his colleagues ,אֶׁ
included ר׳ יוֹסֵף Karo (ְשֻׁלְחָן עָרוּך), the kabbalist 
ה  who was niftar that) ,(רַמַ״ק) Cordovero ר׳ מֹשֶׁׁ
year), ץ זַצַ״ל ר׳  and (לְכָה דוֹדִי) ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה אַלְקָבֶׁ
ה אַלְשִׁיךְ הַקָדוֹשׁ זַצַ״ל  where he ,צְפַת From .מֹשֶׁׁ
lived for 2 years until his פְטִירָה at age 38, 
 and ,קַבָלָה revolutionized the study of אַרִיזַ״ל
became universally regarded as one of its 
most important figures. His ר׳  ,תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק
 s lectures into the'אַרִיזַ״ל Vital, collected חַיִים
6 volume עֵץ חַיִים. 

This Week in History

Understanding
Davening



  

Due to a number of requests from our readers we are focusing on the 
correct reading of קְרִיאַת שְמַע. It is fascinating to note that the ְלְחָן עָרוּך  שֻׁ
and later אַחֲרוֹנִים including the לְחָן  list many of מִשְנָה בְרוּרָה and עָרוּךְ הַשֻׁ
the most common mistakes. For example, please read the following out 
loud just a little  fast (record it if you can) and then re-read below at how 
it may sound: 
1) In the … we must be careful to pronounce קְרִיאַת שְמַע  ר אָנֹכִי  … אֲשֶׁ  
2) and:  … ם ת … מְטַר אַרְצְכֶׁ ר ד׳ … וְעָצַר אֶׁ …אֲשֶׁ  
3) and:  … ר ד׳ ם …  וַיאֹמֶׁ ר אַתֶׁ …אֲשֶׁ  

In all of these cases the 2nd word begins with the letter א. If read too quickly, the א is 
easily swallowed up (1) ֶׁר אָנֹכִי ֶׁרנֹכִי may sound like אַש  may sound like מְטַר אַרְצְכֶׁם (2) אַש
ֶׁת ;מְטַרַצְכֶׁם ֶׁת may sound like וְעָצַר א ֶׁר ד׳ ;וְעָצַר ֶׁרדֹנָי may sound like אֲש ֶׁר ד׳ (3) אֲש  may וַיאֹמ
sound like ֶׁרדֹנָי ֶׁם ;וַיאֹמ ֶׁר אַת ֶׁם may sound like אֲש ֶׁרַת   .etc ,אֲש
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2) and:  … ם ת … מְטַר אַרְצְכֶׁ ר ד׳ … וְעָצַר אֶׁ …אֲשֶׁ  
3) and:  … ר ד׳ ם …  וַיאֹמֶׁ ר אַתֶׁ …אֲשֶׁ  

In all of these cases the 2nd word begins with the letter א. If read too quickly, the א is 
easily swallowed up (1) ֶׁר אָנֹכִי ֶׁרנֹכִי may sound like אַש  may sound like מְטַר אַרְצְכֶׁם (2) אַש
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1. From where did ה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֹשֶׁ
peace even though the offer would be turned down? 

2. Why does it say ּזַזְנו  s — by the’ז we looted, spelled with two — בָּ
spoil of סִיחוֹן and ּבַזּוֹנו — we looted, with one ז — by the spoil of 
 ?עוֹג

1 At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,מַתַן תוֹר  to the other nations even תוֹר
though He knew they would turn down the offer (ַּר קְדֵמוֹת  .(2:26 — ד״ה מִמִדְב

ָּיוֹן is from the root בַזּוֹנוּ 2 ָּאֵל .which means disgusted ,בִז  had so much from בְנֵי יִשְר
the spoils of the war with סִיחוֹן, that they only took the gold and silver from the 
spoils of (2:34 — ד״ה מְתִם) עוֹג. 

1. From where did ה  learn the idea of extending the offer for מֹשֶׁ
peace even though the offer would be turned down? 

2. Why does it say ּזַזְנו  s — by the’ז we looted, spelled with two — בָּ
spoil of סִיחוֹן and ּבַזּוֹנו — we looted, with one ז — by the spoil of 
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1 At the time of ָּה ָּה first offered the ה׳ ,מַתַן תוֹר  to the other nations even תוֹר
though He knew they would turn down the offer (ַּר קְדֵמוֹת  .(2:26 — ד״ה מִמִדְב

ָּיוֹן is from the root בַזּוֹנוּ 2 ָּאֵל .which means disgusted ,בִז  had so much from בְנֵי יִשְר
the spoils of the war with סִיחוֹן, that they only took the gold and silver from the 
spoils of (2:34 — ד״ה מְתִם) עוֹג. 

קריאת שמעQuestions    week רש"י of 
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic event גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During this period, the 3 weeks of צָרִים ין הַמְּ  and the בֵּ
following weeks leading up to ראֹשׁ הַשָׁנָה (a period of 9 weeks in all), 
this column will be featuring some timeless תּוֹרָה messages from our 
ל רָאֵּ י יִשְּ דוֹלֵּ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves ,גְּ
for the better during a communal, national and/or world tragedy.  

ה מִן הַ  וַת עֲשֵּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָהמִצְּ תָּבאֹ עַל הַצִבוּר  …  לִזְּ אַבָל אִם לאֹ …  עַל כָל צָרָה שֶׁׁ
עֲקוּ  הָג הָעוֹלָם אִירַע לָנוּ … יִזְּ מִנְּ ה מֵּ רוּ דָבָר זֶׁ לָא יאֹמְּ זָרִיוּת … אֶׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ י זוּ דֶׁ הַרֵּ

רוֹת.…  תּוֹסִיף הַצָרָה צָרוֹת אַחֵּ וְּ  
 It is a תָא אוֹרַיְּ ה דְּ וַת עֲשֵּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent [lit: cry / wail] … when any 
communal tragic event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, 
but rather says that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … 
[since it causes] additional [רִי בַ״ם ) calamities to  occur [בַחֲמַת קֶׁ רַמְּ

ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ ג-הִלְּ ).   
 In 2011, after a decade had passed since the world changed 
from the tragedy of the 23rd of Elul 5761, (September 11th, 2001), the 
intense impact of the event was still painfully felt around the globe.  
 During that decade and after that as well, the world was 
beset by many individual, communal, national and global tragedies. In 
fact, some of the worst historical ‘Heaven sent’ weather related 
disasters (earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes) occurred in the last two 
decades. Hamodia turned to the דוֹלִים  to provide a perspective on גְּ
unfathomable events.  

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
 Reflecting on the catastrophic events of a decade ago, we 
realize that we —as Jews whom חֲזַ״ל taught to pray for כוּת  — שָׁלוֹם מַלְּ
must take a measure of the pain and suffering that was brought upon 
the Unites States on September 11, 2001. Indeed, we should beg the 
ל עוֹלָם  to protect this country where we have found hospitality רִבוֹנוֹ שֶׁׁ
and the freedom to practice our religion in a manner that is 
unprecedented in out history. 
 With pain we recall the victims and the families in our 
community that lost their loved ones  עַל קִדּוּשׁ ד׳. Because New York 

City is the city with the largest Jewish population in the world, it was a 
natural target for the terrorists’ heinous crimes. The דוֹשִׁים  we lost קְּ
in the attacks of 9/11 were murdered in cold blos because of their 
Jewishness. 
 As the entire civilized world bore witness, the spilling of 
innocent blood crystallized awareness that ל מָאֵּ אַךְ is — as the יִשְּׁ  מַלְּ
related to הָגָר — a  א אָדָם רֶׁ ץ חַיִים The .(wild man) פֶׁ  is reported to חָפֵּ
have said that this “ א אָדָם רֶׁ ל quality of ”פֶׁ מָאֵּ  will not change until יִשְּׁ
the time of the redemption. On that infamous day in 2001, one 
lesson the world learned was the actualization on the ץ חַיִים  s’חָפֵּ
words. Thousands of attempts at publicizing that lesson, and 
hundreds of op-ed articles, could not deliver that message to 
mankind as effectively and as unequivocally as the גָחָה  s plot that’הַשְּׁ
unfolded on that day. 
 Our community, whose eyes and hearts are focused on  ץ רֶׁ אֶׁ
ל רָאֵּ  can find a measure of solace in this tragedy: Those who lost ,יִשְּ
their lives on September 11 cam be considered among those who  ין אֵּ
חִיצָתָן יָה יָכוֹל לַעֲמוֹד בִמְּ  no creature on Earth can reach their — כָל בִרְּ
exalted place in עוֹלָם הַבָא, for with their very lives they clarified the 
distinction between evil and righteousness, and between man and 
beast. 
 Another lesson learned on that day is that man’s greatest 
advances are dependent on ד׳’s grace. In the blink of an eye a 
mammoth edifice is torn asunder and all the efforts and energies that 
were invested in building it are for naught. The supreme command 
that was once personified by the Romanoff Tsars, the evil empire of 
the Third Reich, and the influence of the power-hungry students of 
the school of Marx and Lenin, are gone without a trace. Is it possible 
that Western culture, too, can be heading into an abyss? Those who 
will hold steadfastly to the ways of our forefathers will merit to find 
refuge, as the פסוק promises: יטָה לֵּ יֶׁה פְּ הַר צִיוֹן תִּהְּ  הַר צִיוֹן but on — וּבְּ
there shall be a remnant (יָה א:יז  .(עֹבַדְּ

Adapted from: Hamodia Magazine 9/11 - Ten Years Later (with kind permission) 
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*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
צָרִים ין הַמְּ בֵּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

אָב •  .takes on some aspects of the fast עֶרֶב ט׳ בְּ
חָה • אָב on מִנְּ  should be recited early enough to allow ח׳ בְּ

time to finish eating סֶקֶת עוּדַת הַמַפְּ קִיעָה before סְּ    .sunset ,שְּ

• One sits alone for the סֶקֶת עוּדַת הַמַפְּ  on the ground or on ,סְּ
a low stool, and eats hard bread and a hard boiled egg 
dipped in ashes. 

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The ״ל צַּ יִים זַּ  would חָפֵץ חַּ
not initiate any public action, or 
sign any public document, until 
he consulted with R' Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski ״ל צַּ יִים The .זַּ  חָפֵץ חַּ
considered him as a living 
embodiment of תוֹרָה and showed 
him the utmost respect.  
 Once when they were 
both to sign a public 
proclamation, the יִים  חָפֵץ חַּ
refused to sign first, claiming that 
R' Chaim Ozer personified  כָבוֹד
תוֹרָה  'R .(תוֹרָה the honor of) הַּ
Chaim Ozer, in turn, deferred to 
the יִים  claiming that he ,חָפֵץ חַּ
both encompassed תוֹרָה  כָבוֹד הַּ
and should also be respected due 
to his old age. The יִים  then חָפֵץ חַּ
countered that R' Chaim Ozer 
was more than מָרָא דְ׳אַתְרָא of 
Vilna; he was the מוֹרֶה of  ל כְלַּ
 as well and should sign ,יִשְרָאֵל
first.  
 Finally, R' Chaim Ozer 
won the "argument," backing his 
claim with " ָשְת  you shall — וְקִדַּ
sanctify the כֹּהֵן" — even over his 
protest — and the יִים  was a חָפֵץ חַּ
יִים The .כֹּהֵן  ,yielded חָפֵץ חַּ

providing that R' Chaim Ozer sign 
alongside his signature, not on 
the following line. Such was the 
גְדוֹלֵי  between the two כָבוֹד
 .יִשְרָאֵל
 An example of one of R' 
Chaim Ozer’s last שְאֵלוֹת:  
 A number of visas to 
leave Vilna had been granted and 
the question arose: who is more 
entitled to them, the old בָנִים  רַּ
and רָאשֵי יְשִיבָה, or the young 
ones?  
 His ק בָנִים The older :פְסַּ  רַּ
should get the visas, for they 
would work tirelessly to see to it 
that those left behind would also 
get visas.  
  My לְמִיד ק this ,תַּ  was פְסַּ
the opposite of secular reasoning. 
R' Chaim Ozer, who 
embodied תוֹרָה and the love for 
 s desire’רֶבִי knew that a ,בְנֵי תוֹרָה
is that his לְמִיד  should be more תַּ
successful than himself. 
Therefore, it follows that the 
older בָנִים  would have the רַּ
stronger will to help the younger 
בָנִים   .be successful רַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Jewish Observer 

רָיִם …  צֵאתִי מִמִצְּ צֵאתִי מִירוּשָלָיִם… בְּ בְּ  
This (ל״א) קִינָה is based on a ׁמִדְרָש which 
contrasts כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל leaving מִצְרַיִם and 
leaving יְרוּשָׁלַיִם. Upon travelling from 
 were transformed into בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל ,מִצְרָיִם
being one nation going from slavery to 
freedom; when leaving the ruins of their 
once glorious capital of יְרוּשָׁלַיִם, they 
travelled as captives and were sold as 
slaves as they were dispersed into גָלוּת, 
exile. We place an egg on our סֵדֶר plate to 
remember תִשְׁעָה בְאָב (the 1st day of פֶסַח is 
on the same day of the week as  תִשְׁעָה
 are both referred פֶסַח and תִשְׁעָה בְאָב .(בְאָב
to as a מוֹעֵד. What is the underlying 
message that connects them? Leaving 
 s’ד׳ ,the world saw, and we felt ,מִצְרַיִם
protection; so too, in our גָלוּת. Even 
though He is hidden, ד׳ is with us and is 
protecting us. May we be זוֹכֶה to  בַיוֹם

ד׳ אֶחָד…הַהוּא  – on that day…ד׳ will be 
One, recognized by all the nations.    

Sage Sayings

R' Chaim Ozer Grodzinski זַצַ״ל, dealt with many of the 
most difficult issues of his time. Seeing that the spiritual 
environment on the street was being contaminated with 
bad influences, he insisted that a חוּר  must actively work בָּ
on ה מִירָּ גִיחַ אוּן "  .guarding oneself ,שְׁ ה אָן קײֵן מַשְׁ שִיבָּ אַ יְׁ
רַבִים שוּת הָּ ר אִיז אַ בוֹר בִרְׁ ה A — מוּסָּ שִיבָּ גִיחַ  without a יְׁ  מַשְׁ
and ר  ”!is a an open pit [hazard] in a public place מוּסָּ

Source: Heard from R' Paysach Krohn לִיטָ״א  שְׁ

Davening Right?

 — 1572 / 5332 - 1534 / 5294 מְנַחֵם אָב 5
 father ,זַצַ״ל Luria Ashkenazi ר׳ יִצְחָק of יאָרצײַט
of modern (אַרִיזַ״ל / אַרִי הַקָדוֹשׁ) קַבָלָה, born in 
 זַצַ״ל to Rav Shlomo Luria Ashkenazi יְרוּשָׁלַיִם
(author of חָכְמַת שְׁלֹמֹה on שַׁ״ס and ל שְׁלֹמֹה  (יַד שֶׁׁ
and Lipke Sarah (nee Frances). The חִידָא said 
on him that he reached such a high level 
because אֵלִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא purified him with ashes 
of a פָרָה אַדֻמָה. 
 His father passed away shortly after 
his birth, and he learned under Rav Klominus 
until the latter’s פְטִירָה. He then moved to 
Egypt where he learned under ן זִמְרָא ) ר׳ דָוִד בֶׁ
 תַלְמִידִים from age 14. Among the other (רַדְבַ״ז
was ר׳ בְצַלְאֵל Ashkenazi (ת צֶׁ  At age .(שִׁיטָה מְקוּבֶׁ
22, he dedicated himself to the study of the 
 spending the next 7 years in near-total ,זֹהַר
seclusion and meditation.  
 In 1570, at age 36, he emigrated to 
ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  to אֵלִיָהוּ הַנָבִיא per instructions of) אֶׁ
pass all of his תוֹרָה to ר׳ חַיִים Vital in צְפַת in 
northern ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  where his colleagues ,אֶׁ
included ר׳ יוֹסֵף Karo (ְשֻׁלְחָן עָרוּך), the kabbalist 
ה  who was niftar that) ,(רַמַ״ק) Cordovero ר׳ מֹשֶׁׁ
year), ץ זַצַ״ל ר׳  and (לְכָה דוֹדִי) ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה אַלְקָבֶׁ
ה אַלְשִׁיךְ הַקָדוֹשׁ זַצַ״ל  where he ,צְפַת From .מֹשֶׁׁ
lived for 2 years until his פְטִירָה at age 38, 
 and ,קַבָלָה revolutionized the study of אַרִיזַ״ל
became universally regarded as one of its 
most important figures. His ר׳  ,תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק
 s lectures into the'אַרִיזַ״ל Vital, collected חַיִים
6 volume עֵץ חַיִים. 

This Week in History

Understanding
Davening



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

ים עוֹזֶר  ,was born in Ivye זַצַ״ל Grodzinski ר׳ חַיִּ
Lithuania, to לֺמֺה ד שְׁ קָה and ר׳ דָוִּ קָה עֶלְׁ בְׁ  He learned .רִּ
in the Volozhin יבָה שִּ  at זַצַ״ל under R' Chaim of Brisk יְׁ

age 15. In 1884, he married לֵאָה, daughter of the Vilna דַיָן (son-in-
law of R' Yisrael Salanter זַצַ״ל). Upon his father-in-law’s ירָה טִּ  2 פְׁ
years later, he served as the unofficial רָב of Vilna for 55 years. His 
only child, a girl, was טֶרֶת פְׁ  at 20. He was a founder and the first נִּ
president of רָאֵל שְׁ  and was the leader of European Jewry. As אֲגדַֻת יִּ
the יוֹשֵב ראֺש of the יבוֹת שִּ  he distributed funds to the ,וַעַד הַיְׁ
European יבוֹת שִּ יד His love for the .יְׁ לַל and the יָחִּ  .were legendary כְׁ
With his brilliant mind, phenomenal memory and unusual  ירַת סִּ מְׁ
יעֶזֶר he authored ,נֶפֶש  .(three volumes) שו״ת אַחִּ

  ה׳ מנחם אב
5623 – 5700 
1863 – 1940 

Once, ים עוֹזֶר  spent his זַצַ״ל Grodzinski ר׳ חַיִּ
vacation at a place on the outskirts of 
Vilna. He was offered a very 
comfortable  apartment which his 
ים ר׳  .liked and suggested he rent עַסְקָנִּ
ים עוֹזֶר  checked it out. Turning to his חַיִּ
helpers he said, “I see the kitchen is 
situated at quite a distance from the 
living room. Ask the maid, to look at the 
setup with the kitchen. Only if she agrees 
should we take it!”                               Source: Men of Distinction 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

י טָרְחֲכֶם   ים א:יב(… אֵיכָה אֶשָא לְבַדִּ יבְכֶם )דְבָרִּ וְרִּ  
How can I alone bear your burdensome difficulties … and your quarrels? 
 how, in this same context, to ,אֵיכָה contrast the word חֲזַ״ל 
the painful cry of the later ים יאִּ  when אֵיכָה who also used the word ,נְבִּ
they were referring to the חוּרְבָן of the ׁקְדָש  leins בַעַל קוֹרֵא The .בָתֵי מִּ
this פָסוּק differently than the others, singing it to the tune of אֵיכָה, 
which is read on שְׁעָה בְאָב  ,The obvious connection is the single word .תִּ
  .אֵיכָה
 The גְרָ״א suggests a deeper connection between the ים  .פְסוּקִּ
י says the word מֹשֶׁה י alone. Another form of ,לְבַדִּ ילַת  is found in לְבַדִּ מְגִּ
 ,גָאוֹן How the city sits in solitude. This, says the ,אֵיכָה יָשְׁבָה בָדָד — אֵיכָה
is the common essence of the tragedy of שְׁעָה בְאָב  .s lament’מֹשֶׁה and תִּ
Both had similarities as regards to feeling of loneliness. Being a leader 
of a לָה  community, is an awesome responsibility, but it is easier to ,קְהִּ
accept those responsibilities when one knows that he has the full 
support and encouragement of his לָה  The role is significantly easier .קְהִּ
to bear when the leader does not feel that he is alone. When a leader 
makes decisions that are appealing, he is a popular leader. When the 
rulings are controversial, because they do not exactly meet the likings 
of the people, suddenly the same leader is under siege. He now finds 
himself with a difficult feeling of being alone. 
 .was not complaining about the burdens of leadership מֹשֶׁה 
He was addressing the fact that it is lonely at the top. מֹשֶׁה was able to 

bear the burden of the problems of שְׁרָאֵל  only to the extent that כְלַל יִּ
שְׁרָאֵל  did not need this מֹשֶׁה .were able to understand his position כְלַל יִּ
support. He was quite capable of directing the affairs of שְׁרָאֵל  .כְלַל יִּ
 was a leader, and yet, as he painfully says, even he felt alone. As a מֹשֶׁה
leader of the nation that left the slavery of ם צְרַיִּ  he had to deal with ,מִּ
many different situations that were sometimes unpleasant for the 
people to accept. 
 The יא  People who .יְרוּשָׁלַיִּם laments a similar condition in נָבִּ
were in distress were left to care for themselves. Nobody else was 
concerned with helping other people with their day-to-day issues. 
 There are lonely people in every community who do not 
seek any צְדָקָה or gifts. They yearn only for a little bit of friendship—a 
“hello”, a quick visit on שַׁבָת, someone to share their joy and pain. They 
do not want to be alone. We must make an honest effort to alleviate 
their loneliness. 
ים  שְׁעָה בְאָב before שַׁבָת is always read on the פַרְשַׁת דְבָרִּ  and ,תִּ
is the saddest שַׁבָת of the year. This שַׁבָת carries a special message of 
loneliness: אֵיכָה יָשְׁבָה בָדָד, How the city sits alone. 
 This year, more than ever, רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  This .גָלוּת is so alone in ,כְּ
 is an appropriate time to reflect about others, especially those who שַבָת
are lonely, and to uplift their spirits. May the world witness the Unity of 
 .speedily in our time ,תּוֹרָה His special nation and the ,ד׳

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI R’ Shimon Schwab once spent some 
time in Denver visiting his son R’ Myer, 

the dean of the city’s Bais Yaakov.

R’ Shimon insisted, explaining that he wanted 
to also have a share in this Kiddush Hashem.

When R’ Myer came home he returned with 
two suits and gave the change to his father.

My son, as you know, I 
have severe difficulty walking. 
Could you please take this $20 
and pick up my suits from the 

cleaners?

Myer, you gave 
me far too much 

change - the cleaner 
must have charged you 

for only one suit!

Papa, you are 
right! Bli neder, 
first thing in the 
morning I’ll go 
back and return 
the extra money.

Myer, I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but it should 

not wait until tomorrow. Can 
we go right now? And I want 

to come along!

Papa, of course... but 
isn’t it better to stay 
home, because of the 

difficulty walking?

Myer, please park 
the car in front of the 
cleaners, and explain 

to the proprietor that I 
would have come myself 

but I have difficulty 
walking...

Papa, of 
course... this 
is my special 

zechus!

R’ Myer told the proprietor what his father had 
instructed him to say and pointed to his father in the car. I know! My father is a Rabbi, 

and to him the matter of having 
money in his possession that did not 
belong to him needed to be rectified 

right away. It could not wait till 
tomorrow!

Thank you so much 
for returning the money, but, Rabbi, 

you and your elderly father shouldn’t 
have made a special trip for this! 

You could have brought the money 
tomorrow.

מְעוֹן  in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. In 1926, he learned in חַנָה and ר׳ יְהוּדָה was born to זַצַ״ל Schwab ר׳ שִׁ
the Telz Yeshiva (Lithuania) and then in Mir (Poland) before becoming דַיָן in Darmstadt, Germany. In 
מְעוֹן ,1930  with the) זַצַ״ל met with In the spring of 1930, he spent a weekend with R' Yisrael Meir Kagan ר׳ שִׁ
ים  then the leader of non-Hassidic Eastern-European Ashkenazi Jewry. The visit made a strong ,(חָפֵץ חַיִׁ
impression on him, and מְעוֹן  would later often refer to the encounter in public speeches ר׳ שִׁ
throughout his life. He married Recha Froehlich in 1931. In 1933, he became the רָב in the district of 
Ichenhausen in Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 1936, R' Schwab served as רָב in Baltimore, where he 
founded the Bais Yaakov School for Girls of Baltimore. In 1958, he joined R' Joseph Breuer זַצַ״ל, 
serving as רָב of קְהַל עַדַת יְשוּרוּן, where he served until his ירָה מַעְיָן  ,A prolific writer, his magnum opus .פְטִׁ
לָה ,Selected Writings ,בֵית הַשוֹאֵבָה יוּן תְפִׁ ה Rav Schwab on Prayer, edited posthumously by) עִׁ  his ,ר׳ מֺשֶׁ

eldest son), and more, reflect his original thinking, practical הַשְקָפָה and historical genius. 
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